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ARTICLE EXAMINES FAPLA'S COUNTERINSURGENCY METHODS 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 35, Mar 84 pp 22-23 


(Article: 


[Text ] 


In mid-December South African troops 
once again thrust deep into Angola, with 
armoured units and planes hitting targets 
over 200 km from the border with Namibia. 
It was the fifth such major invasion into the 
area and, since the last such operations in 
1981 (operations Protea and Daisy), the 
South Africans had remained in occupa” »n 
of a substantial strip of southern Ang’ ... 

It was from these occupied areas that the 
latest attacks were launched on the line of 
fortified posts that the Angolan army, 
FAPLA, has set up, running across the south 
of the country from Mocamedes and 
Lubango through Cahama and Cuvelai, the 
i. aan t targets of the offensive in Decem- 

r and January. 

The South African army is not the 
Angolan Government's only military con- 
cern. There is also UNITA and its guerrilla 
forces which operate out of the remote 
south-east of the country. But certainly 
from independence, it was the South Afri- 
can threat which appeared most dangerous, 
with South Afncan infantry and armoured 
units reaching very close to Luanda before 
being beaten back by Cuban artillery. 

To counter the perennial South African 
invasions and subsequent occupation along 
the border, Angola has concentrated on 
building up its 35,0C0-strong regular army, 
which consists of two motorised infantry 
brigades, each with a tank battalion. Its 
other units are me gd organised into infan- 
ry brigades though there are also a number 
of detached tank battalions. (FAPLA has 
T34s, T54s, T55s and most recently T62 
tanks. These forces are supplemented by 
heavy artillery 122mm, 130mm and 152mm 
guns, self-propelled su 100 heavy anti-tank 
weapons, BM 21 rocket launchers and a 
variety of other artillery.) 

As a back-up to FAPLA, there are also 
over 20,000 Cubans who are mainiy, though 
not exclusively, used for garrison duty, thus 
relieving more FAPLA troops for active 
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duty. 

In the last year or so FAPLA has been 
acquiring considerable fresh supplies of 
arms, mostly intended for fending off the 
threat of the regular South African forces. 
The T62s which sre now arriving should 
prove more of a match for the South 
African Oliphant tanks. Replacements for 
lost T34s and T54s and some more BM 21 
rocket launchers have also been supplied by 
the Soviet Union. 

Most important are the new air defence 
systems, the SA 8 surface-to-air missiles; a 
short-range all-weather, mobile system 
with quadruple launchers, coupled to gui- 
dance and tracking radars. These will 
compiement the SA 3 and SA 6 systems that 
Angola already has in use; they are, 
respectively, a mobile low-altitude system 
and a mobile battlefield one. 

Limited deployment of the SA 8 in the 
south appears to have significantly affected 
the fighting at Cahama and Cuvelai at the 
end a December and early January. While 
Angolan claims of the numbers of South 
African aircraft destroyed are suspect, the 
new systems have certainly improved 
Angola's air defence capacity. By Decem- 
ber 25, the Angolans claimed to have shot 
down four Mirages and an Impala. 

It is equally clear that the FAPLA 11th 
brigade, the force defending Cuvelai, did 

ive a good account of itself, managing to 
Balt the South African efforts to take 
Cuvelai and Cahama, both of which were 
heavily bombed. During the three-day 
battle for Cuvelai, the South Africans for 
their part claimed to have knocked out the 
air defences and destroyed 25 tanks. Shortly 
afterwards they announced that they had 
achieved their objectives (one of which was 
certainly the destruction of some of the SA 8 
missile sites) and were withdrawing. They 
did, however, admit that the operation had 
been a “hard slog,” although successful in 
that “a thousand terrorists (SWAPO) had 
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fled further north with their logistic and 
command structures disrupted.” 

The other main threat for FAPLA is UNITA 
which, in November last year, challenged 
the MPLA to meet it for talks by March 1984 
or face, as it put it, “pitched and bloody 
battles in the streets of Luanda.”’ Despite 
some recent successes, UNITA is unlikely to 
achieve either this or its other aim of forcing 
the government to negotiate. 

As always in a_ guerrilla/counter- 
insurgency war of this kind, the battle 
claims of both sides are virtually worthless. 
If UNITA is to be believed, for example, 
between August 1982 and August 1983 it 
killed and wounded very nearly half of the 
entire Angolan army as well as over 1,000 
Cubans. In the following month alone 
UNITA also claims to have added over 2,000) 
government troops and 350 Cubans to these 
totals. The figures for destruction of 
armoured personnel carriers (14) and tanks 
(36) are more believable, given the use of 
land mines; however, it is far from clear that 
UNITA has the anti-air capacity implied in 
their claims to have shot down five fighters 
and 13 helicopters in 1982-83 and another 
15 planes in the following month-long 
UNITA Offensive. 

It is true that UNITA units now operate 
widely in the central highlands of Angola 
and have crossed the Benguela railway into 
the northern provinces, with, according to 
UNITA, 10 regular battalions of at least 600 
men apiece. Government posts and small 
towns in Malange and western Lunda 
regions have been overrun by UNITA bn- 
gades of over 1,000 men; it can also 
obviously operate freely in eastern areas ail 
along the borders with Zambia in large 
areas of the provinces of Moxico and 
Cuando Cubango. It can also bring together 
sizeable numbers, as for the attack on 
Cangamba in August when some 5,000 
UNITA guernilas were involved (and FAPLA 
claims to have inflicted over 1,000 casualties 
before South Afncan bombing virtually 
destroyed the town). 

UNITA’s own claims make it clear, how- 
ever. that the government still retains a 
considerable presence in these eastern 
provinces outside the far south-east, send- 
ing motorised columns in search of the 
guerrillas. It is also clear that UNITA units 
infiltrating further north are often disco- 
vered and brought to battle. 

But whatever the truth about the various 
claims and counter-claims, the probiem 
posed by UNITA is a real one. It is to counter 
this rather than the South African incur- 
sions, that the government has been forced 
once again “to mobilise for defence.”’ In 
this connection regional military councils 
have been created and popular vigilante 
brigades are being organised. As of Decem- 
ber. 11 of the 18 provinces had been 
organised into military regions which cover 


more than one province — the 4th military 
region for exampie. set up in September, 
covers the provinces of Huambo and Bie. 

This reorganisation and mobilisation has 
provided the impetus for extensive FAPLA 
operations in western and central areas in 
October and November last year, particu- 
larly in Huambo, Bie and Cuanza Sul which 
had been the target of a UNITA offensive in 
August. This, according to the government, 
caused UNITA hundreds of casualties. But it 
has done little to prevent the hit-and-run 
raids which keep the Benguela railway 
closed and now threaten the main road 
between Luanda and the diamond-mining 
areas of Lunda, in the north-east. 

The Angolan army is, however, steadily 
increasing, if slowly, its necessary equip- 
ment and training for counter-insurgency 
operations. Recent acquisitions have in- 
cluded, or will include, nearly 40 Dauphin 
helicopters from France. These are the 
successor to the successful Alouette 111s. of 
which Angola has a dozen, and they can be 
used as helicopter gunships or as tank 
destroyers when armed with 8 HOT missiles. 
The Dauphins will form a usetul addition to 
the two helicopter squadrons which fly the 
Soviet Mi8 multi-role helicopters. These 
can carry up to 28 troops and eight pods of 
57mm rockets or other weapons. 

The USSR is also supplying the smaller 
Mi24 assault helicopter gunships, which 
carry a dozen troops and are armed with a 
formidable combination of anti-tank and 
air-to-surface missiles as well as rockets and 
guns. The first of these came into operation 
last year. 

Ostensibly the balance on the ground has 
shifted because UNITA has made substantial 
gains, because the Cuban troops are being 
largely kept out of the operations against 
UNITA and because of the obvious advan- 
tages that guerrillas have over a newly 
constituted and therefore still largely un- 
trained regular army. The creation of 
battalion sized, or larger, guerrilla units 
with heavy weapons can prevent the gov- 
ernment ocupying the countryside firmly. 

When guerrilla units remain small the 
government is able to set up numerous 
small posts, of a platoon or a company size, 
with a strong reserve force and a numerous 
network of informers. Control, in fact, is 
then fairly easy. But once a guerrilla force 
can create a battalion-size force then it can 
overwhelm posts of up to 100 men with 
considerable ease and force the government 
to withdraw to larger centres. 

There is however a great danger here for 
the guerrillas. It is tempting to start operat- 
ing openly, in a conventional manner, 
perhaps using captured vehicles, even tanks 
and heavy artillery. It is very rare that this 
will be anything other than a disaster. The 
government, any government, is then in a 
position to respond with much greater 
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fire-power and air-power. This is what 
seems to be happening in Angola. UNITA, 
judging by some of the eyewitness accounts 
of journalists who have been allowed to 
accompany their operations, has been 
forgetting some of the basic rules of guerril- 
la war. It is this which explains some of the 
recent FAPLA successes in the centre and 
west. 

Well-organised guerrilla operations gra- 
dually build up from raids on small posts, 
groups or columns, to gain control of the 
remote countryside, to ambushes and sur- 
prise attacks On main roads and com- 
munication links which in turn can lead to 
the capture of heavy weapons and the 
overrunning of strong points. Gradually the 
liberated areas and the no-go areas 
increase — but the government will 
peniodically gather strength and organise 
major operations before which guerrillas 
should melt away. 

Mobility and flexibility are key concepts 
for the guerrilla. Everything is made easier 
when there is a rear stronghold or a road or 
airlink to a friendly foreign country as is the 
case with UNITA. It has, in fact, free access 
to the full facilities of a conventional army. 
the South African Defence Force, which 
provides training, secure base areas. logistic 
support, transport, arms and ammunition 
as well as technical assistance and com- 
munications and, from time to time. men. 

Despite these links with a conventional 
army, FAPLA still has to use counter- 
insurgency tactics against UNITA, not con- 
ventional ones. Strong infantry forces are 
necessary in an anti-guernilla campaign and 
this is One reason why over-mechanised 
forces have great difficulty in suppressing 
guerrilla activity. Moreover. such infantry 
has to be well trained, experienced and 
highly motivated. 
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Small pursuit groups of infantry. organ- 
ised in 25-man squads, are a useful tactic. 
Given a specific task, like hunting down a 
guerrilla force, they should be armed as the 

errillas are, and operate in the same way. 
iving off the land; and then calling in 
airborne support when a guerrilla force 1s 
discovered. 

Radios are of particular importance in 
counter-guerrilla actions and government 
forces need them at the platoon level rather 
than at the battalion level more common in 
a regular army. There is also the need to 

mb out whole areas. 

Above all, it is important for the govern- 
ment (or conversely for the guerrillas) to try 
and win hearts and minds by propaganda or 
political education, by providing food 
especially in times of famine, and by 
providing jobs, clothes, goods or by buying 
crops for cash and so on. These are areas 
where the government should have an 
advantage, though in Angola UNITA’s out- 
side support partly outweighs this. Then 
there are areas where the government 
usually comes off worse in any comparison, 
taxes, military conscription and the like; it 
takes a well-organised grassroots political 
party to offset the natural guerrilla advan- 
tages. 

UNITA’S strength is certainly overstated 
by the Western media, but it remains i 
formidable force with very strong local 
backing in at least two regions of south-east 
Angola, as well as some wider support. 
While UNITA enjoys unfettered outside 
assistance, it is unlikely that the Angolan 
Government will be able to defeat it, 
though it may be able to contain it. But to 
do more than that, will require a political 
solution on a regional scale and some 
accommodation with South Africa. This 
still looks as far away as ever @ 











CAPE VERDI 


MRA GeT STITMATICON, FUTURE DEVELOPMENT PROIPCTS PESCRIEED 
Liston PYPEPSSO in Portupuese 7 Apr &4 Supplement pp 24 '=-25 | 
{Article bv Jose A Salvador | 


fYext! “Cape Verde is pining for water," said a tarwer whom we met in the vallev 
of Vaul on Santo Antao Tsland. Tis simple words expressed the desolation he 
felt, body and soul, because drought means hunprer and severe preblems with day- 
to-dav livine,. 


ft 35 apparent that anyone who keeps to the major urban centers of Cape Verde, 
such as Praia (the capital) or “indelo (on Sao Vicente) 1s unaware of the «rama 
that ts vevastating the interior of the islands. [In Mindelo, for example, Carni- 
val fever prevailed throughout Februarv and part of “arch, and was then fed 
on the trazilian television series "Pai heroi" {Vapa Hero!l, A video club with 
a small transmitter repularly broadcasts the episodes, which the urban population 
(the winority who have a television set, alonp with their neighbors) is avidly 
tollowing. In the schools and on the streets, the youne people are discussing 

he escapades of the characters, and the impact in this urban vone is such that 
the local Crpanization of Cape Verdian Women is thinking of conducting a study 

(a survey) to assess the effects of the soap opera and the behavioral chanres 

it has caused or is causine. 


The droupht has atfected the islands in ditferent wavs and with ditferent con- 
sequences. In a quick review, based on an of ficial report, the situation is 
critica) in Sao Nicolau and Santo Antao. "“oreover, these two islands and loa 
Vista have been considered disaster areas hecause of the lack of pasturapre, which 
could place 34 percent of the nerd in jeopardy. If we also consider that 60 
percent of the population is rural and that 50 percent of all the irrirated 

land in Cape Verde is concentrated on the island of Santo Antao, it 1s easy 

to imagine the problems that are being experienced, 


baltazar Lopes, a prominent intellectual with an honorary doctorate from the 
Classical University of Lisbon, notes that in this century there have been only 
$ agricultural vears which could honestly be said to have been poods 1906, 1927 
and 1943, In the other vears, as Lopes noted in an article which appeared in 
PONTO f VIGCULO magazine, there have been cvclical crises in the production 

of corn, the staple of Cape Verde, 








All the peasants or landowners we met on our visit to Santo Antao conplained 

of the drought. The conversations turned to the distant past, when the vallevs 
of Kibeira Grande, Ribeira Torre and Paul were a lush preen. TVTodav the drought 
has resulted in the almost total disappearance of various crops (particularly 
coffee, whose cultivation is declining owing to the ape of the plantations, 

the lack of manpower and the prolonged drought). 


Cape Verde is taking concerted action in three areas to ease and control the 
effects of the drought: construction of thousands of dikes, planting of thousands 
of trees and prospecting and drilling of wells to capture pround water. Islands 
like Sal and Sao Vicente, where the water shortage is intense, are resorting 

to desalinization of sea water for domestic consumption. Fven the wells, nor- 
mally drilled by the Ministry of Rural Development, are now primarily being 

used to supply the public, and only any s’'rplus water will be used for aprriculture. 


rEC and U.S. Aid 


Despite these efforts, the effects of last year's drought are reflected in apri- 
cultural production: dow 50 percent from the prevous year in both beans and 
corn, and no wheat or rice was produced locally. ‘The situation arpravated the 
food shortage and the country appealed to the international community for assis- 
tance. Production this vear will be 18,000 tons short of the estimated consumer 
needs (corn, wheat, rice and beans). Considering the need to replace "stocks," 
Cape Verde has asked the international community for a donation of 36,871 tons 
of these products, in addition to 626 tons of cooking oil and 1,28 tons of 
powdered milk. 


The FFC, the United States and Austria are major donors, puaranteeing contributions 
for this year, continuing the trend in previous years, when the FEC and the 

United States provided the most aid, whereas the USSI: has virtually restricted 

it support to the military and health areas, 


According to an official report, im the areas most affected by the drought, 
"the people are living in a more or less continuing state of moderate protein- 
calory deficiency, and a certain trend torward an increase in cases of severe 
malnutrition is observed." The people in this situation have benefited trom the 
World Food Program, which has distributed free food to over 20,000 people, par- 
ticularly among primary and day school students. 


To deal with these effects and with the increased unemployment, the povernment 
has adopted emergency plans; the ministries of Public Works and Rural Develop- 
ment have designed labor-intensive projects. The "labor front" is evident on 
all the islands, where men and women are workinr, topetter to build roads or 
dikes to channel the rainfall, which has been scanty for almost 20 years. 


In this area, Cape Verde remains dependent on foreign aid (and will be for many 
years, the First National Development Plan foresees) and on the remittances 
of its emigrants (emigration is persisting, in turn, because of the drourht 
which continues to disrupt the economic and social development of the country). 


Tourism and Fishing 


Meanwhile, Cape Verde has excellent natural conditions tor the development of 
the tourist industry, which may well represent a significant source of revenue, 


5 














To put it simply, its leaders have been very cautious in this matter, It is 

aid here that a “hoom" in the hotel industrv could have extremely serious reper- 
‘tusslous because of the social impact ot tourism in underdeveloped areas. Portu- 
‘al has a domestic example of this: the Algarve, but the eftects could be even 
‘(reater in Cape Verde, which is even less developed than Vortupal. 
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we 


ess understandable is the timidity about investing in tte fishnr sector, 

shere increased productivity could improve the nation's diet. (The Plan calls 

for 3 percent of the average annual budret from 1982 to 1985 {to be invested 

in the fishing sector]). <A state enterprise was created to support private fish- 
ing (there is almost no industrial fishing in these rich waters), but there 

is¢ visible rift between this enterprise and the fishermen, who complain about 
Various irrerularities. One need onlv visit the state compaiv's tish market 

and the fishermen's market here in "'incelo for a few days to observe the shortape 
o! tish at the former and pvenerally an abundance at the latter. 
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[fu away, the contention between the fishermen and the state enterprise mirrors 
a concern expressed in the plan, rerarding, the need to mobilize the people to 
implement the development project advocated by the PAICV, the party in power 
since independence. 


In the fishing sector, as well as in education (cadre training), Vortupal could 
plav a decisive role, based on mutual respect and reciprocal advantage. Such 
countries as France and Spain (to cite those nearest to lortupal) are interested 
in fishing in Cape Verdian waters, but Jortupal is in the hest position to do 
so, because Sao bento has the will and a more etfective cooperation policy in 
the "\ecessidades."” Portupal cannot pursue its diplomacv in Atrica without 
significant cooperation in several vital sectors tor the new countries (fishing, 
ayriculture, education and health), and this cooperation must be provided by 
conpetent cooperants, who are currently demanding, better conditions and not 

the salary of a civil servant in Tisbon. Vortupal could move several rungs 

up the ware ladder between this salary and the $1,500 a month normally paid 

to the so-called “international experts,” and the placement conditions must 
necessarily be improved. 


Cape \erde is faciny two basic obstacles to its development. One is a structural 
problern which will take vears to overcome and one in which lortupal could clearlv 
be of assistance. This is the shortare of technical cadres, which is apparent 

is almost all sectors. ‘The other problem is temporary and more easily solved: 

the “tomorrow” syndrome. tere, if vou pose a probler to a mid-level official, 

vou run the risk of hearing one of three answers: "We will see what we can do's 
"le will study the matter"; and, most frequently, “loworrow.”" This “tomorrow 
means “not todav,” although there is no puarantee of what the next day will 

bring. {it is another day. This attitude, which is almost a national institution, 
has nothing to do with the real problems of acountry that has just freed itself 
from 500 vears of colonialism, nor is it a question of a culture, but rather 

ot elitist attitudes denounced by the president of the republic himself. The 

issue has been taken up bv other hirh otficials, which indicates the weirhty 
impact of these "tomorrows." 














Rerarding cadre training, when Prime Minister Pedro Pires inaugurated the Nautical 
School of Mindela recently, he stressed the advantages of conducting, such training 
here in Cape Verde, which implies recourse to toreipn technicians. 


The quality of education has deteriorated, for several reasons: tewer teaching, 
cooperants, recourse to native “professors” who only have [text illepible |]. 
Usually, these native “professors" are waiting, for a study grant or a better 

job, because teachers’ salaries are very low and most of them are not paid during 
vacations. Yor these teachers, the job is seen as temporary, which seriously 
a‘fects the quality and the benefits of the teaching. ‘Shis is one of the most 
serious failures in the entire development process, and if due precautions 

are not taken, Cape Verde's dependence on foreipn technicians could be prolonped. 


The illiteracy rate is high, a lepacy of the colonial era, and only a small minority 
speak Portuguese. "Creole" is understandably prevalent. Cape Verde is making 

a massive literacy etfort, but it will obviously require several years of an 
effective cadre training policy to overcome the current problems. 


The question leads us to another aspect which we observed: in Cape Verde there 
is a discrepancy between political-ideolopical rhetoric and the so-called real 
country. 


There is no similarity between the two major urban centers-~lraia and Nindelo-~ 
and the rest of the country. In the interior the problems are at the level of sur- 
vival; on the paved streets of the cities, the automobile is considered the 
"undisputed" symbol of social advancement. In the interior, a subsistance economy 
brings a certain social equilibrium to the islands. In the citv, it is econ- 
sumerism, with all it implies. 


A few nights ago, at the dinner hour, when the commentator on Radio Voz de Sao 
Vicente was reporting another attack in F1 Salvador, the onlookers were more 
interested in seeing "Pai Heroi.” This was really an indication of the discrepancy 
between political rhetoric and rea] life in Cape Verde. 
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CHAD 


AGRICULTURAL IMPORTANCE OF SALAMAT NOTED 
N'Djamena INFO TCHAD in French 4 Apr 84 pp 6-7 


[Article by correspondent Abdelkerim Adoum: "Salamat: Chad's Granary 
To Be?" ] 


[Text] The prefecture of Salamat has long been an excellent farming area. 
There, everything grows in abundance when the rainfall is good. The 
fertility of its soil makes a diversity of crops possible. This year, 
according to our correspondent Mr Abdelkerim Adoum, harvests were fairly 
good in spite of the poor rainfall and the total lack of adequate equip- 
ment. With this obstacle overcome, the Salamat region is ready to play 
the role of Chad's third granary, after Le Lac and Tandjile. 


Arable land in Salamat covers 100,000 hectares. This year, only 1,964 
hectares were cultivated. The most fertile regions are the sub-prefectures 
of Haraze Mangueigne, Aboudeia and Am-Timan. Haraze and Aboudeia are areas 
for rain crops: Sorghum and peanuts are grown in Haraze, sorghum and 
"penicillaire" in Aboudeia. The sub-prefecture of Am-Timan is specialized 
in flood crops. In periods of high water, the Barh Azoum deposits enormous 
quantities of silt on the plains of Fayo, Am-Djollat and Djarbrat which 
makes for excellent harvests. Production per hectare was 3 metric tons, 
according to head of the Agricultural Sector of Salamat, when the necessary 
aids still existed. Today, with the primitive means available to farmers, 
the average is 1,776 kg per hectare. For this reason, the sub-prefecture 
of Am-Timan is still an area of high productivity. 


The total production of Sorghum in Salamat this season is 18,000 metric 
tons. The reduction of arable land is the result of the alarming gradual 
desertification of certain areas that were once fertile. 


In spite of this decrease in production and arable land, Salamat remains 
Chad's best granary, after Le Lac and Tandjile. For this reason, agri- 
culture must be encouraged thereby providing the agricultural sector with 
the adequate means to combat insects, millet-eating birds and other animals 
harmful to plants. 








Salamat's grain feeds the prefectures of Guera, Batha, Ouaddai Geographique. 
About 40,000 starving people and merchants from these regions have invaded 
Salamat during the harvest season-in the last few years. 


The fact that merchants, who have traditionally been loath to work the 
land, have entered the agricultural sector is the best proof of the value 
of Salamat's soil. They are investing colossal sums of money, raising 
each year the level of individual production to heights never before reached. 
The record in this field is held by a merchant who harvested 470 sacks 

of millet (47 metric tons) in the 1983-84 season. Other growers like 

him estimated their harvests at 430 sacks. These figures alone attest 
that in Chad, there exist regions safe from drought, capable of producing 
good harvests. Encouragement from agricultural authorities would, beyond 
all doubt, make other record harvests possible. In the present stage of 
our country's evolution, no initiative should be disregarded, in order 

to attain self-sufficiency in food. (Chadian Press Agency. ) 
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MAURITIUS 


BRIEFS 


KUWAITI OIL DELIVERY--Following the agreement reached by the State Trading 
Corporation (STC) and the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC), a first 
shipment of 18,000 metric tons of oil and petroleum products, part of our 
1984-85 oil supplies, arrived in Port Louis yesterday on the M.S. Acteon. 
In a statement to the press, Minister Kader Bhayat [Commerce and Shipping] 
announced that another 18,000 metric tons of oil and petroleum products 

are to arrive in Port Louis on 15 April on board the Gogo Rahn. It should 
be noted that Mauritius' oil and petroleum products needs amount to 180,000 
metric tons a year. Half of this amount is imported by STC and the other 
half by multinationals. Last year, STC imported only 25 percent, or 44,000 
metric tons. Mr Kader Bhayat believes that with STC's decision to import 
50 percent of our oil supplies on ships freighted by KPC, Mauritius will 

be able to economize foreign currency. [Excerpts] [Port Louis LE 
MAURICIEN in French 11 Apr 84 p 5] 12413 


CSO: 3419/591 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


PLIGHT OF REFUGEES IN ZIMBABWE'S RUSHINGA DISTRICT DESCRIBED 


Gweru MOTO in English Apr 84 pp 15-16 


"Mozambique's Lost People--the Problem That Won't 


[Article by Andrew Whaley: 


Go Away" ] 


{Text ] 


FROM the top of the hill at Marymount mis- 
sion in the Rushinga district, a visitor might 
be excused for not thinking that this fairly 
green, well-treed region harbours thousands 
of displaced, starving Mozambicans. But for 
the past six to eight months 15 000 Mozam- 
bicans have left their homes in Tete and trek- 
ked across the border into Zimbabwe in the 
hope of finding food. A further 630 000 peo- 
ple face malnutrition in Tete province, of- 
ficials there said. 

Some refugees have walked for eight days 
and nights into the Rushinga district, now 
undergoing its fourth year of drought, in the 
hope of eking out an existence on the patches 
of millet and hand-hoed maize on which the 
local population subsists. Many have formed 
shanty shelters, others find refuge with 
relatives. 

More than 40 000 people live in this north- 
eastern border region where the second 
plantings of maize have failed this season 
and where development has been severely 
hampered by erratic rainfall, poor roads and 
leftover landmines from the war. The 
Mozambicans on their survival pilgrimage 
are careful to pick their way along well-worn 
paths in bush areas where anti-personnel 
mines still lurk. 

Development has been slow. Many roads 
require four-wheel drive. Tsetse-fly endanger 
livestock and basic development projects 
struggle on with limited resources. Com- 
munity development officer, Cde Simon 
Mhembere, said that Rushinga needed sew- 
ing machines for the sewing cooperative, 
flour for a self-styled bakery at Mukosa five 
kilometres from the border and books for an 
energetic literacy campaign in an area of 75 
percent illiteracy. Despite drawbacks 
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Rushinga people remain resilient and hope- 
ful. 

‘“*But the facilities cannot sustain the 
locals, imagine how the Mozambican influx 
has affected them,’’ said District Ad- 
ministrator, Cde K.F.C. Kanyau. 

Undeterred, the Mozambicans pour over 
the border — 50 to 100 a day, Cde Kanyau 
estimates. Often homeless and driven by 
hunger, thousands have died on the way. In 
Mukosa alone, nurses struggling to ad- 
minister inadequate medication and food to 
malnourished women and children estimate 
that two or three people die a day. They are 
left in the bush with sticks and scrubs for a 
grave. 

Attempts to organise assistance have been 
worsened by the Zimbabwe government’s re- 
cent announcement to repatriate these 
‘‘aliens’’. Many have dispersed into the 
bush or moved in with relatives, terrified 
that they will be sent back to nothing — as 
they left — and die. Said Joanna Zimbrani, 
a typical refugee and mother of eight: ‘‘If we 
go back, what are we going to eat? We did 
not grow anything. We will go and hunt for 
food and then come back here. if the 
government tells us to go then we have to go, 
but it is against our wishes.”’ 

Three of Mrs Zimbrani’s children died on 
their five-day journey into Zimbabwe. Her 
youngest, still suckling, is undernourished 
and suffers an eye infection. Others like him 
have died or are threatened with death. But 
with stoic resolve Mrs Zimbrani wants to 
bear two or three more children. 

“‘The majority don’t want to go back,”’ 
said D.A. Kanyau. The people of Rushinga 
are interrelated with their Mozambican 
counterparts, often by marriage. Social pat- 














terns interweave. To the people on both sides 
of the fence ‘‘the border is imaginary’’. Zim- 
babweans still go on hunting and fishing 
trips into Mozambique and now that there is 
a food crisis ther® are strong fears that the 
establishment of refugee settlements offering 
adequate food and clothing will merely at- 
tract more Mozambicans, particularly when 
the floodwaters of the Mazoe have receded. 

‘*That is why the government is taking a 
back seat and giving us a deaf ear,’’ said Cde 
Kanyau. ‘‘There may be nobody left in Tete 
Province."’ 

By mid-March, no government-sponsored 
relief programme had been set up in Ru- 
shinga. Home Affairs Minister, Dr Simbi 
Mubako, stated that “‘illegal immigrants’’ 
would be rounded up and sent to centres for 
processing, in conjunction with their govern- 
ments, prior to repatriation. The ‘‘new 
policy’’, as he called it, is designed to control 
outbrez ks of disease and maintain standards 
of living for Zimbabweans already stretched 
by the food crisis. 

The problem persists, however. In Ma- 
shonaland Central there are at least 50 000 
displaced Mozambicans out of a total of 
more than 90 000 country-wide. In the Bi- 
ndura area, 20 000 have moved on to farms 
where they do cotton picking and tree 
stumping. 

Food distribution throughout the province 
is reliant on consignments from non-govern- 
mental agencies and the goodwill of 
refugees’ friends and relatives. According to 
sources in Rushinga who include district ad- 
ministrators, government food supplies have 
been irregular since Septembez and the last 
consignment arrived two months ago. Ru- 
shinga sources say that talk of immediate 
repatriation is a waste of time because the 
Mozambicans will return to starvation and 
death. 

Said Cde Kanyau: ‘‘The method of 
repatriation is a theory that doesn’t hold 
water. Take them to the border post and in 
two weeks’ time you'll see them back again 
at Marymount.’’ He offered a parallel with 
the criticised rounding up of prostitutes and 
vagrants in November last year: ‘‘The ap- 
proach, as you know, was negative. We did 
not receive the expected benefits from the 
round-up.”’ 

Indeed, a proverbial dawn raid in Bindura 
recently to round up the ‘‘aliens’’ only stir- 
red ill-feeling among local people. Unless 
there is proper preparation the refugee pro- 
blem will not just evaporate with repatria- 
tion, they say. 

The refugees echo these fears. Manuel 
Jose from Tete town said that Mozambique 
provinces simply had no food: it was all 
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being absorbed in Maputo. Even people in 
Mozambican provincial towns were starving. 
Frelimo soldiers there were equally affected. 
“I had a job in Tete,’’ he said, ‘‘but my 
money could not buy food. There is none in 
the shops.’’ 

He and his wife Maria are being fed at 
Marymount mission and ail their worldly 
possessions are bundled up in the fork of a 
tree. Even so, he declared, ‘‘Of the people 
here, none is going back. Not even in five 
years.’’ 

Despite the seemingly unsurmountable 
battle to feed refugees, the situation at 
Rushinga has marginally improved in recent 
weeks with assistance from NGO’s. The 
Voluntary Organisation in Community 
Enterprises (VOICE) is making contingency 
plans to co-ordinate a programme which 
covers Rushinga, Chipinge, Nkayi and Beit 
Bridge. VOICE executive, Rhoda Immer- 
man, said that she was trying to impiement a 
volunteer project to monitor feeding. At pre- 
sent, adults in the upper Rushinga area near 
the district centre are allocated 3,5 kgs of 
meal per month. Some 3 000 families are in 
need of food. But in the lower, more im- 
poverished regions of Rushinga, food 
distribution is at best haphazard. Families 
without relatives have resorted to boiling 
leaves and collecting grass seeds. 

Mukosa, a collection of makeshift 
shelters, has mushroomed into a trading cen- 
tre where Zimbabwean businessmen can buy 
a goat from hungry Mozambicans in ex- 
change for a 20kg packet of mealie meal. 
Young Mozambican women eager for food 
security are also being ‘‘bought"’ as wives for 
five bags of maize meal, according to a local 
officer. 

Rushinga officials said that any organisa- 
tion of the refugees had merely consisted of 
a count of heads. Nurses at Mukosa said 
they had received no visit from the Ministry 
of Health. The United Nations High Com- 
mission for Refugees (UNHCR) merely 
wanted a register. D.A. Kanyau said that 
relief agencies were acting in the dark with- 
out directive from government and unaware 
of possible repercussions. He called for a 
properly monitored programme that would 
‘*take the burden off the local population 
onto the government’’. 

Two sites, he said, had been suggested for 
‘settlements’’ — one at Katewere near the 
Mazoe river. But ‘‘suggesting is one thing, 
getting people to them is another’’. Most 
refugees fear they will be herded into pro- 
tected camps like Tongogara Camp at Chi- 
pinge. But Cde Kanyau envisages areas of 
shelter where their movements can be 
monitored by officials from the two coun- 











tries. The accent should be on self- 
sufficiency, not security fences. 

Said Provincial security officer, Cde Gib- 
son M’chede: ‘‘To remove suspicion, we 
have suggested that those camps should not 
be manned by police »ecause that would 
look like concentration camps.’’ He recom- 
mended that they be manned by health and 
labour ministry officials from the two coun- 
tries. 

Simply the appearance of ‘‘official’’ 
vehicles, however, is enough to drive 
refugees underground. Several weeks ago, 
two trucks appeared at one Rushinga shanty 
camp and by morning not a soul was to be 
seen: the two trucks stood alone. In their 
haphazard way, the refugees have begun 
their own anti-detection strategies. From 
their bush camps along the border they send 
their own ‘‘mujibha’’ runners to report the 
presence of ‘‘official’’ round-up vehicles. 

Scattering is overburdening the ad- 
ministration. At Mukosa clinic, nurses and 
health assistants operating from four smart, 
but depleted white tin huts struggle to treat 
stragglers from the bush. Diarrhoea is 
endemic. Said senior nurse Dorothy Gaura: 
‘*We are unable to do anything because we 
have nothing to give them. We can give them 
food if we have got it.’’ Beans, mealie meal 
and matemba form the basis of the health 
diet for 30 to 40 new patients a day. A 
depressed nursing sister Elizabeth Marume 
said, ‘‘Nobody is taking care or responsibi- 
lity of the situation.’’ 

Marymount Mission is more organised 
because there are greater resources and a 
doctor. Starvation here has decreased for the 
2 300 refugees between the mission and Mu- 
kota, but the mission director, Father Chris- 
tian Weichsel, fears that Mozambicans will 
deluge the area when the floodwaters recede 
and word gets back to relatives that they can 
survive in Zimbabwe. Dr Winkelman, who 
arrived at Marymount in April last year, had 
two quiet months before the inundation 
started. Assisted by two nurses and 15 
assistants, babies are being fed mahewu. 
“The worst cases have died already,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We could not save them.’’ Although 
there are not so many deaths now, some 
children are still 80 percent their normal 
weight. 

In the whole of Mashonaland Central, by 


far the best organised relief programme is 
conducted at the provincial base, Bindura, 
80 km from Harare. Food distribution is 
Organised by a management commitiee. 
Families are registered on a card system 
which shows when and how much food, 
clothing, blankets or plates they have receiv- 
ed. Under the organisation of firebrand Pro- 
Viluiat Medical Officer, Dr Richard Laing 
and his wife Leueen, a teacher and social 
worker, 40 to 100 families come under direct 
care. More than 300 people are registered. 
Most of these, said Mrs Laing, have drifted 
into the shanty settlements at the Musika bus 
stop where they are singled out for treat- 
ment. 

There has been a marked improvement in 
the health of children, Mrs Laing said. They 
have picked up so well. They are beginning 
to take up duties and look lively. 

‘‘There is also a tremendous feeling of 
help and support from the loca: people,’’ she 
said, with many folk from the surrounding 
area bringing in food and fruit for the 
stricken Mozambicans. Immediate repatria- 
tion would not be welcomed by either locals 
or refugees, she added. ‘‘If they take them 
back, they will just turn round and die. 
Many of these people have not seen a 
*»4{ozambican government official back home 
for over a year.”’ 

The picture at Bindura, however, is still 
far from rosy. Hygiene and sanitation are 
still a problem and Mozambicans are using 
water downriver from a sewerage spillage. 
The spread of diseases into the local 
populace has largely been checked, Mrs 
Laing said, by a vigorous vaccination cam- 
paign carried out in the last 18 months, 
resulting in a rise from 17 percent of ¢ :ildren 
immunised to 9§ percent now. 

‘*The farmworkers, however, are the first 
to suffer,’’ she said. With 60 percent of their 
own children under 12 malnourished, Zim- 
babwean farmworkers shoulder the addi- 
tional strain of having to feed their foreign 
relatives and friends. 

There is an added social burden of 
Mozambicans being employed for far less 
than the minimum wage. Although labour 
regulations support the full-time worker, 
casual work for grading and tree stumping is 
a matter of negotiation. Hungry people have 


little bargaining power. i) 


CSO: 3400/904 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


INHAMINGA RESIDENTS REBUILD AFTER ATTACK 
MB200716 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 19 Apr 84 


[Text] The residents of the town of Inhaminga and nearby suburbs in 
Cheringoma District, Sofala Province, recently took part in activities to 
clean the streets and rebuild their residences. This action follows the 
resumption of labor activities in that town after failed attempts by the armed 
bandits to occupy it. In fact, on 6 April, the armed bandits attempted to 
occupy the town of Inhaminga and deployed their largest force in the town 

to achieve this goal. Reports from that part of the country say that in 
plundering the town, the armed bandits partially or totally destroyed several 
buildings used socially and economically in Cheringoma District, and also 
looted the property of the residents. Thus, the instaliations housing the 
government headquarters and other state organisations were totally destroyed. 
The local branch of the Bank of Mozambique and its vault were destroyed, and 
the savings deposited by the residents stolen. 


Sources in Cheringoma District said that the murderous fury of the armed 
bandits was also felt among the defenseless civilian population. A retired 
old Portuguese man was murdered because he refused to be held captive by the 
armed bandits. The same sources disclosed that the destruction could have 
been greater, were it not for the heroic tenacity with which the armed forces 
stationed in that district defended the town, despite their lesser numbers 
compared with the armed bandits. The sources added that the FPLM resisted 

for 4 consecutive days, finally forcing the bandits to withdraw. Eyewitnesses 
reported that they saw armed bandits carrying away bodies while escaping. 


According to statements made by the battalion commander of the armed forces 
stationed in the region, the enemy wanted to take advantage of the fact that 
a large part of the military force had left the town to carry out its combat 
mission within Cheringoma District. He said that follow up operations, and 
the heightening of popuiar vigilance in the district are in progress. 


CSO: 3442/388 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP DISCUSSES NKOMATI ACCORD 
MB211206 Maputo TEMPO in Portuguese 8 Apr 84 pp 24-25 


[Interview with the Most Reverend Archbishop Alexandre dos Santos, Archbishop 
of Maputo, by Hilario Matusse--date and place not given] 


[Text] TEMPO: Archbishop, you were present at the signing ceremony of the 
Nkomati Accord. What is your opinion about this event? 


The Most Reverend Alexandre: I am grateful for having been invited to the 
signing ceremony of the Nkomati Accord. I was thus able to relate two great 
events that marked a new phase in the history of our country: national inde- 
pendence and the Nkomati Accord. 





In fact, when I saw the Portuguese flag being lowered at the Machava Stadium 
on 25 June 1975 and being replaced by a Mozambican one, I realized that the 
moment of liberation had arrived for two peoples: the Portuguese who freed 
themselves from a degrading fascism to become part of a free and democratic 
Portugal, and the Mozambicans freed from a humiliating coloniaiism to become 
a sovereign nation. At Nkomati, when I saw the two leaders--our president 
and the South African prime minister of the apartheid government--standing 
together, I realized that the moment of liberation of the Mozambican people 
from the continuing aggressions and attacks had come. I also realized that 
the moment of liberation for South Africa had come. With the accord, 
Mozambique liberated the aggressor from its aggressiveness. Usually, the 
aggressor suffers more than the one who is attacked. Frelimo liberated South 
Africa economically, militarily, politically, and socially. It also liberated 
South Africa from a humiliating world image. 


Question: In your view, is this in fact a way of achieving peace in our 
country and in the southern region of our continent? 


Answer: Yes. A war that does not end in negotiations will result in nothing 
but the destruction of one of the belligerent parties. It is only dialogue 

and reconciliation that can counter such logic. Hatred generates hatred. 

It is only reconciliation that brings about a new relationship for the shaping 
of a new history. 
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In this perspective, the Nkomati Accord is a honorable path toward achieving 
peace in our country. However, there is also a need to attend to the social 
and economic order at home. 


Regarding the southern region, it seems to us that the accord opens broad 
prospects for a new relationship among all the countries in the region. If 
this accord brings about all that it implies, and a new type of relationship 
develops among all nations in the region, then South Africa will liberate 
itself from the apartheid system. It is obvious that South Africa will not 
have external peace while it remains in continuing conflict internally. How 
can it be on good terms with all in the region if it is not on good terms 
with its people? 


For that reason, I believe that the accord is not opposed to the ANC. It 
is a path that our government has also found to end apartheid. It is not 
opposed to anything nor anyone who opposes apartheid. 


The step that the Mozambican Government has taken with regard to peace in 
Southern Africa could be a turning point for the entire region. The conse- 
quences are unpredictable. The end of hostilities could be the beginning 
of unity. Just imagine an economically united Southern Africa with its 
tremendous natural resources! With each country in the region enjoying 
internal and external peace, it is possible to have unity and cooperation 
so that the endless resources serve the interests of the respective peoples. 


Question: The « rch has been playing a predominant role in the fight for 
peace in the world. Archbishop, how do you see the Catholic community and 
the church in Mozambique taking part in the pursuit of this ideal in our 
country in the view of the new political framework that has been created 
with the accord with the Republic of South Africa? 


Answer: With the creation of the Interterritorial Meeting of the Bishops 

of Southern Africa, IMBISA, in 1975, the church has taken a step in the 
direction of unity, cooperation, dialogue, and sharing. In August there will 
be a meeting of the bishops of the southern region. Angola, Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland, and South Africa itself. 

The bishops of Zambia and Malawi will also be present. They belong to the 
same geographic region, but are still not members of IMBISA. This new 
political framework will be taken into account then. 


The Gospel that the church endeavors to bring to the world and speak is, as 

a whole, a message of peace and totally new relationships among men. The 
church dedicates the first day of the year to peace. It is a day in which 
every Christian must plan his activities throughout the year, as a struggle 
for acorrect relationship among men. Every year on this day the Pope insists 
on attitudes that generate peace, justice, dialogue, inner change, and fra- 
ternity. 


16 











Moreover, the various Conferences of Bishops of the Southern African 
countries, and IMBISA itself, have insisted that in order to have peace it 
is necessary to have justice and dialogue. 


In our country, the bishops issued a joint declaration last year, in which 
they stated that dialogue was an honorable solution in view of the war situa- 
tion. 


The Catholic Christians feel that the value of peace is so great that it over- 
comes all differences that are likely to bring separation or rejection. This 
is the reason why it will be of permanent value and a preoccupation in all 


their activities, either as mere citizens or in their specific contribution 
as believers. 


CSO: 3442/388 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


SOFALA COMMISSION APPROVES REORGANIZATION--The executive commission of the 
Sofala Provincial Assembly has unanimously approved a proposal tor its reor- 
ganization with a view to coping with the great tasks outlined for the 
province: The total annihilation of the armed bandits, and the fight against 
famine and nudity. The proposal was approved during a session of the executive 
commission held in the city cf Beira yesterday under the guidance of Major 
General Marcelino dos Santos, leader of Sofala Province. [he meeting assessed 
the report of the provincial assembly to be presented at the next session 

of the People's Assembly. The member of the Frelimo Party Central Committee 
and secretary for organization of the party provincial committee in Niassa 
said on Sunday that the present priority is the vitalization of the party 
organs in all the province's economic and social sectors. That official, 

who was speaking at the closing session of the first provincial meeting of 

the departments of the Frelimo Party Provincial Committee, mentioned the need 
to give greater support to the party cells and to improve their functions. 
[Text] [MB190923 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 0430 GMT 19 Apr 84] 


CAHORA BASSA TECHNICAL TRAINING--Technicians will be trained in Maputo of 

this year to run the Cahora Bassa power substations in the central, northern, 
and southern regions of the country. The training program has already been 
approved by the management of electricity of Mozambique's professional training 
services. The project will be completed within 3 years and is fully financed 
by the Norwegian Agency for International Development. [Text] [MB211222 
Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1030 GMT 21 Apr 84] 
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SEVENTEEN DAYS OF RAIN END DROUGHT CONDITIONS 


Cape Town THE CAPE TIMES in English 14 Apr 84 p 7 


[Article by Tony Weaver] 


[Text ] 


CSO 


WINDHOEK. — This week’s widespread 
rains have turned arid parts of SWA/Na- 
mibia into lush grasslands. 

In Damaraland, one of the areas worst hit 
by the drought, the change is amazing. 

Two months ago the territory, regarded as 
one of the last great wilderness game para- 
dises in Africa, was a scorched, brown-grey 
expanse of burnt-out bush. 

This week, while travelling in the area, I 
swam in crystal-clear rock pools, camped on 
soft green grass, crossed rivers which flowed 
almost to car-door height. 

The drought had well and truly been 
broken. 

One group of people I met in Damaraland 
was the Basson family, who were negotiating 
their donkey cart across a boulder-strewn 
stream. 

Two days before the rain the family had 
crossed the same stream and there had been 
very little water, hardly enough to even 
notice. 

On their way to Khorixas, capital of Da- 
maraland, 140km to the east they would have 
to cross 25 similarly dangerous streams. 

“The roads are bad,” Mr Jakob Basson 
said. “But not as bad as the drought.” 

Mr Basson was a Riemvasmaker — a mem- 
ber of the original community of 920 reset- 
tled from Riemvasmaak near Upington. 

“Hell, man, we haven't seen rains like this 
since the boere moved us here 10 years ago,” 
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he + d. 

‘“*  -t the lions ate our cattle, then the 
drought ate the iions, and then the drought 
killed the rest of our cattle — now we're go- 
ing to buy more cattle. This rain is the biess- 
ing of the Lord.” 

The transformation in SWA/Namibia’s 
northern areas has been miraculous. Farm- 
ers in the area talk about the “miracle of 17 
days which saved the earth”. 

It rained non-stop for 17 days and in that 
time roads became impassable, streams be- 
came rivers, and the dro..ght of between sev- 
en and 10 years — depending on the area — 
was finally broken. 

But it may have come too late for many of 
the wild animals. 

Damaraland, home to the rare black 
rhinos and Damaraland elephants, has all 
but been denuded of its once rich wildlife. 

As cattle and larger animals died off in 
the drought, so the local people began 
poaching to feed themselves. 

In two days of hard driving through Da- 
maraland this week, I saw one wild animal 
— a pathetic sight, a dead zebra with the 
meat not yet rotted off the carcass, green 
grass sticking through its decaying rib cage. 

A farmer on the banks of the Ugab River, 
Mr Moses Goseb, told me he had lost almost 
all his livestock in the seven-year drought. 

But this week he was a happy man. “Never 
| I seen the Ugab running like this,” he 
said. 








WLNDHOEK COUNCIL REPORTED REGRETTING COUP AGAINST CHAIRMAN 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 24 Apr 84 p 2 


[Commentary by Bill Hulme in the "Firing Line" 


Answers '' ] 


[Text ] 


You shall have joy, or 
you sAall have power. To 
you God won't grant 
both — Emerson. 


SOM.:HOW one gets 
the distinct impression 
that the “junta” in the 
Wind) .oek City Council 
really must find old 
Emerson’s words of 
wisdoin on _ political 
power very applicable. 
By now its weeks after 
their messy little coup 
against the Chairman of 
the Management Com- 
mittee, and they’ve never 
ceased explaining. 


NO JOY 
They’ve explained, their 
party mouthpiece — Die 
Suidwester — has ex- 
plained, and still the pres- 

sure is mounting. 
The ratepayers of 
Windhoek never wanted a 
Counci! of politicos to 


whom party loyalties ob- 
viously mean a lot more 
than merit, at a stage when 
even mere competence is 
becoming scarce. 

The junia’s coup was a 
grievious mistake which in 
the long run will bring no 
joy to anyone who has at 
heart the affairs of this na- 
tion’s capital city. 

That first meeting at 
which only party loyalty 
became the factor to deter- 
mine who will wear the 
most prestigious chain of 
civic office in this terr- 
ritory, will go down as a 
sad one in an otherwise 
proud tradition of local 
government. 

But let’s take a closer 
look at all the explaining 
that’s been going on: 

@ The first to appear in 
the junta’s party 
mouthpiece read that “... 
especially when a country 
is in a political crisis (like 
SWA is at the moment), 
political loyalty at the third 


tier of government 
becomes very important.” 
In other words the 


column: 


National Party of SWA 
sees a political crisis af- 
fecting the third tier, so 
grave that it couldn’t trust 
Fanie Spies as Chairman 
of the Management Com- 
mittee to deal with it. 

Vague and flimsy as it: 
is, this was the predomi- 
nant argument for pulling 
the coup against him. 


OTHERS 

Amongst the vast ma- 
jority of ratepayers, that 
didn’t go down well at all. 

The people of Windhoek 
were not impressed with 
the argument that 
someone’s qualifications as 
a party hack should be suf- 
ficient justification for be- 
ing involved in political 
coups. 

So, like the notorious 
politico who told his 
audience that “these are 
my principles, but if you 
don’t like them I have 
others”, the slant in the 
public explaining of the 
coup inexplicably changed 
in quite a drastic way. 
There were also other 
reasons. 


A recent Suidwester quotes him making snide remarks about 
the small-bodied Councillors (a reference to Messrs May and Spies) are also 


small-minded (sic!)." 
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"Windhoek Waits for 


PLAY THE MAN 

When Councillor Dr 
May made a stand against 
the political manipulation 
of Windhoek’s _local 
government, it was time to 
“play the man instead of 
the ball”. And there they 
go. 
@ The Number One 
spokesman of the junta 
declared himself *... deeply 
disappointed that some 
Councillors put their own 
feelings — and status (sic!) 


| above that of the 


ratepayers”. 

That came from Coun- 
cillor Dr Eugene Joubert, a 
junior now all of a sudden 
Deputy Mayor and 
Deputy Chairman of the 
Management Committee. 


PERSONAL 
ATTACKS 
That clearly was aimed 

at both Councillor Dr May 
and Councillor Fanie 
Spies, the previous 
Chairman of the Manage- 
ment Committee. But it 
wasn’t the last of the new 
strongman’s media broad- 
sides against colleagues. 


',..-wondering whether 


The new power behind the throne obviously also likes 
his new-found quotability in the Nat party mouthpiece. 
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POLITICAL 
LOYALTIES 
In last Friday’s 
Suidwester, however, no- 
one breathes a word about 
the importance of political 
loyalties in this time of 
great “crisis”. Apparently 
that one’s become too hot 
to handle. 

Nonetheless, there are 
many ratepayers in this 
city who feel that the 
National Party of SWA 
owes them an explanation 
There are questions which 
cannot be left unanswered. 


QUESTIONS 

Let’s mention only a 
few of the more obvious 
ones: What’s this political 
“crisis” that Nats in 
Windhoek’s local govern- 
ment now stopped talking 
about? If its reason enough 
even for nasty coups 
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against fellow party 
members of theirs, 
shouldn’t all municipal 


voters be informed about 
it! 

And above all, if some 
Honourable Councillors 
and their party mouthpiece 
are not lying about it being 
a party political thing, 
shouldn’t ‘we know who’s 
taking responsibility? 

Is it White Exco 
Member, Councillor Wil- 
lem Odendaal, or his party 
leader, Mr Kosie Pretorius 


imself? 
WAITING FOR 
ANSWERS 
The junta’s Spies Affair 
has reached a stage where 
it now demands better ex- 
plaining than they seeming- 
ly are capable of. 
Windhoek is waiting for 
answers. 























BILL COULD ABOLISH DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 24 Apr 84 p 5 


[Text ] 

THE BILL OF 
RIGHTS released by 
the Multiparty 
Conference last 
Wednesday, could 


represent something of a 
milestone if the control- 
lets of Namibia adopt its 
principles immediately. 


The MPC does not have 
any executive powers, so 
the Bill remains merely a 
document until any 
sovereign government or 
controlling authority 
implements it. 

According to some 
members of the MPC, if 
the Bill became enshrined 
in the constitution or its 
principles implemented, 
detention without trial, in 
the form of Proclamations 
AG9 and 26, would be 
abolished. 

But some _ observers 
believe provisions in the 
Bill relating to “national 
security” might override 
the concept that no man 
may be incarcerated until 
he has been convicted by a 
court of law. 

The Preamble of the Bill 
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makes provision for an in- 
dependent “SWA/- 
Namibia” free from out- 
side domination. 

It also expresses the 
desire for “reconciliation 
and lasting peace”. 

While it recognises the 
respects for the rights of all 
in the “prevailing cultural, 
linguistic and _ religious 
diversity of our society”, 
the Bill expresses the desire 
to achieve unity in a single 
state. 

The first article in the 
Bill is the right to life. 

“Nobody shall be ar- 
bitrarily deprived of his 
life. 

“The sentence of death 
may only be executed pur- 
suant to a final judgment 
by a component court in 
respect of the most serious 
crimes in accordance with 
the law.” The second ar- 
ticle of the Bill relates to 
the right to liberty, security 
of person and privacy. 

“No one shall be subject 
to arbitrary arrest or deten- 
tion. No one shall be 
deprived of his liberty ex- 
cept on such ground, and 
in accordance with such 
procedures as are es- 
tablished by law.” 
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Some observers believe 
this second clause could 
delete the first if accepted 
as a taw and therefore 
render this part of the Bill 
unapplicable. 

The Bill also says: 

“No one shall be sub- 
jected to torture or to 


cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or 
punishment. 


“No one shall be sub- 
jected to arbitrary in- 
terference of his privacy, 
the privacy of his home, 
correspondence or com- 
munications. 

“Everyone has the right 
to the protection of the law 
against such interference,” 
says the Bill. 


Article 3 of the Bill says 
everyone has the right to 
equality before the law, 
while Article 4 says 
everyone has the nght toa 
fair trial. 


This article Says: 
“Everyone shall have the 
right of access to legal 
counsel in the event of 
charges being preferred 
against him”. 

The right of freedom of 
expression is contained in 
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Article 5, but also with the 
provision it does not con- 
stitute a threat to national 
security. 


Journalists who asked 
who would define national 
security at the press con- 
ference announcing the 
Bill, were told the highest 
court would be the arbiter. 

The right to peaceful as- 
sembly is contained in Ar- 
ticle 6 and the right to 
freedom of association, in 
Article 7. . 

When it comes to en- 
forcing the Bill: 

“Any legislative, ex- 
ecutive or judicial act at 
variance with the provi- 
sions of the Bill, may be 
declared null and void and 
of no effect by order of the 
Supreme Court. Any 
person who may suffer any 
disadvantage as a result of 
such an act, shall be en- 
titled to legal redress.” 


This clause is considered 
to be one of the strong 
points of the Bill of Rights. 

More details of the Bill 
will be given in forthcom- 
ing editions of The Adver- 
tiser. 
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SHORTAGE OF BLACK ATTORNEYS 'DISTRESSING' 
Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 27 Apr 84 p 6 
[Article by Karl Gowaseb] 


[Text ] 


SHORTAGE OF black 
attorneys in the legal 
profession was a matter 
of grave concern, the 
General Secretary of the 
Council of Churches in 
Namibia, Dr Abisai She- 
javali, said this week. 


He was speaking shortly 
after returning from 
Madagascar, where he saw 
see how indigenous judges 
and lawyers rendering a 
vital service to their own 
people. 

“Independent African 
countries around us have 
black judges and lawyers. 
Why can’t we have the 
same in Namibia? Or is 
this because of discrimina- 
tion?” Dr Shejavali wanted 
to know. 

The Advertiser subse- 
quently approached the 
President of the Law 
Society, Mr JG Quarmby, 
for his views on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr Quarmby said black 
attorneys would be 
welcome amongst _ the 
ranks of his white col- 
leagues. 

“There is no discrimina- 
tion against anyone to 
qualify as an attorney. The 
same examination is set for 
everyone and it is up to in- 


dividual to prove himself,” 
Mr Quarmby said. 

He said there was a 
general need for black at- 
torneys because they could 
serve their own people in 
their own language. 

Mr Quarmby - said 
besides this, there were 
only 52. attorneys’ in 
Namibia, and black 
lawyers would take a load 
off their white colleagues. 

Dr Shejavali maintained 
earlier he had no grudge 
against white lawyers, but 
experience showed that 
language remained a bar- 
rier if confidential con- 
sultations between black 
clients and white lawyers. 

This often necessitated a 
third party to be called in 
to act as interprete, Mr 
Shejavali said. 

Privileged information 
could not remain privileged 
between an attorney and 
his client if a third person 
entered the consultation as 
an enterpreter, he said. 

The church has 
launched a_ scholarship 
programme through the 
Council, headed by Dr 
Shejavali, to encourage 
Students to study law. 

And a good supply of 
qualified black attorneys 
had become all the more 
necessary as the suffering 
of Namibians increased 
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with the continuation of 
time, Dr Shejavali said. 

He compared the legal 
profession with the medical 
one and expressed his dis- 
may. 

“We, at least, have a 
number of black doctors in 
the country who are help- 
ing their own people. I feel 
black attorneys are 
needed”. 

Many Namibians study- 
ing abroad and in exile 
managed to qualify as 
lawyers. But closer home 
the same was not happen- 
ing, Dr Shejavali said. 

He said the shortage of 
black attorneys was a glar- 
ing example of Bantu 
education policies __in- 
troduced by South Africa 
in Namibia over a number 
of years. 

“After more than 60 
years of South African 
rule, we don’t have a single 
black attorney in 
Namibia”. 

“Once the backlog in 
education has been wiped 
out and equal opportunity 
is granted to everyone, the 
situation will change,” Law 
Society Secretary, Mr 
Dave Smuts, commented 


“when approached. 


However, this would 
only come with time. But 
on the other hand, the Law 
Society could not lower 
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standards for accommoda- 
tion, he said. 

A recognised university 
degree is required for 
anyone wanting to become 
an attorney. 

A period of articleship 
takes up to two years at 
the most. But before 1972, 
articled clerks with Matric 
could serve only up to five 
years before being admit- 
ted as an attorney. 

It could also happen that 
some articled clerks who 
do not pass the practical 
examination, could go on 
to become an advocate, 
which is much easier, a 
former articled clerk said. 

After passing a junior 
and a senior university 
degree, usually an LL B, 
only about four months is 
needed before one can be 
admitted as an advocate. 

The practical. examina- 
tion laid down by attorneys 
is generally followed by an 
oral examination, which 
can last anything up to two 
hours. 

Two senior attorneys 
and an advocate of some 
years’ standing, act as 
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moderators at the oral ex- 
amination. 

“Having pased the prac- 
tical examination, passing 
the oral is like obtaining a 
driver’s licence,” he said. 

So far, only one black 
attorney has qualified in 
Namibia. 


He is Mr _  Samuei 
Kapitako, who left the 
country for Angola in 


1978 shortly after starting 
a practice in Windhoek. 

Two others are serving 
their articles now, Mr 
Hosea Angula, — with 
Lorentz & Bone, and Mr 
Ephraim Kasuto who has 
been with more than one 
firm 

The examination for at- 
torneys is set in South 
Africa by a joint board 
representing SA _— and 
Namibia. 

Papers are marked in 
each province. Articled 
clerks are allowed to write 
exams in any of the 
provinces. 

If any dispute arises 
regarding the exam results, 
the papers can be reviewed 
by moderators in another 
province. 














AUTHORITIES MAY BAN WINDHOEK OBSERVER 


Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 27 Apr 84 pp 1, 9 


[Article by Peter Kenny] 


[Text ] 


THE LAST FOUR EDITIONS of the 
Windhoek Observer have been banned 
and the newspaper is sailing close to 
total closure by the authorities. 


On Wednesday the last 
four editions of the paper 
were banned by the South 
African Publications 
Board in terms of Article 
47 (2) (A) of Act 42 of 
1974, 

A harassed Hannes 
Smith, editor of one of the 
world’s unconventional 
newspapers, was informed 
of the chilling fact yester- 
day by Mr SF du Toit, 
Vice-Director of the SA 
Publications Board. 

Mr Smith was told a 
complaint had been made 
about his backpage girls 
and a series of articles cal- 
led Letters to Aunt 
Frances. 

Tomorrow is the sixth 
birthday of the Observer. 

But for many it will be a 
day of sadness, not joy. 

With a furrowed 
forehead and a dejected 
head sunk deep into his 
shoulders, Hannes Smith 
said early this morning: 

“My last backpage girl 
will appear today.” 

Mr Du Toit could not 
tell Mr Smith who the com- 
plainants had been as this 
is a confidential matter. 
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But it was reliably learnt 
the complainants were 
members of a wellknown 
powerful church in South 
Africa with Calvinistic 
leanings. 

Since last year, the 
Observer has waged a 
fierce campaign against the 
wife of a Dominee in 
Walvis Bay, Mrs Frances 
Theron. 

Mrs Theron and her hus- 
band are now looking after 
the welfare of white souls 
in Upington, South Africa. 

Following this, the South 
African Press Council had 
a tribunal and strongly 
criticised the paper. 

After the judgment of 
the SA Press Council, Mr 
Smith resigned from the 
Newspaper Press Union 
which represents _ the 
owners of newspapers in 
Southern Africa. 

“I was not protesting 
about the verdict, but 
merely that part of the ad- 
judication which said | had 
made a ‘tirade’ against 
double standards, when in 
fact, I had spoken in a 
quiet tone,” Mr Smith said. 

His departure from the 
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NPU made his newspaper 
susceptible to the scrutiny 
of the SA _ Publications 
Board, if members of the 
public complained. 

In October 1979, an edi- 
tion of the Cbserver con- 
taining pictures and reports 
of Swapo training camps in 
Angola, was banned. 

But Namibia's most 
colourful newspaper editor, 
who makes as much news 
as he collects, is not bow- 
ing out with a whimper. 

“The struggle against 
this sick, rotten, double- 
standard-ridden system 
will continue with an un- 


remitting struggle and the 
most intensive campaign of 
reporting ever known in 
this country,” said Mr 
Smith, biting his lip with 
determination. 

Despite the abolition of 
his racy backpages, his 
readers were in for a sur- 
prise that would be both 
pleasant and rude, 
depending on their disposi- 
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uon. 

The backpage would be 
an ever greater novelty 
now because he was going 
to introduce a series ex- 
clusively on Windhoek’s 
night-life. 

The first of this series 
would begin tomorrow and 
contain such details as let- 
ters from the married 
office-bearers of “certain 
churches”, written to 
young girls who are their 
mistresses. 

“The action against the 
Observer is not against the 
oare breasts and the 
backpage but against the 
life of my newspaper. 

“This is the start of a 
renewed campaign of ex- 
termination. 

“The political message 
of this newspaper does not 
suit their pattern. 

“But I remain unaltered 
in my stance with neither 
hope nor fear. 

“I know the newspaper's 
end is coming,” said the as- 
sailed editor. 
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BRIEFS 


WHITES' RIGHTS GROUP--A triumverate for the preservation of the status and 
identity of whites in Namibia was formed in Windhoek last week, according to 
a statement released in Windhoek. The body consists of the ultra rightwing 
Herstigte Nasionale Party in Namibia, Aksie Reed Blanke SWA (Arbswa) and an 
unnamed third force. The three said they would "fight for the retention of 
constitutional ties with South Africa" as well as for the "security of the 
whites" in the territory. The statement, which was signed by the HNP's 

Mr Sarel Becker and Arbswa's Mr L van der Westhuizen, said they would also 
"fight against the policy to hand over SWA in terms of Resolution 435." 
[Text] [Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in English 24 Apr 84 p 7] 
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NIGERIA 


FURTHER REPORTAGE ON CENSUS CONTROVERSY 
Surulere SPECTRUM in English No 2, Jan/Feb 84 pp 44-50 
[Article by Emeka Aniagolu: ''The Numbers Game and Ethnic Politics in Nigeria'’] 


{Text ] The crucial point which this paper addresses is: are there, 
in fact, more people in the North than in the South? The 
obvious answer is that the officially-accepted national census 
of 1963 claims that the North is more populous, and that is 
the only official census we have in our twenty-three year 
history as an independent political entity. But then, here is 
the “catch 22.” The 1963 census was preceded by that of 
1962, which revealed that more Nigerians lived in the South 
than in the North. This was highly contentious, led to the 
upward revision of the Northern figure by 7.3 million, and 
ultimately, to the cancellation of the entire exercise. The 
1963 census itself was vigorously contested by the Eastern 
Nigerian government all the way to the Supreme Court. 
And yet, because of lack of any alternatives, we have been 
condemned to use its dubious figures, with the inbuilt 
numerical advantage for the North, in subsequent politico- 
economic arrangements, for politics continues to be a game 
of numbers. 

In effect, from the delimitation of constituencies and the 
allocation of seats in the federation for the 1964 elections; 
the creation of 12 states by Yakubu Gowon in 1966 and 
their subsequent increase to 19 by Murtala Muhammed: 
to the revenue-allocation formula operative today, the dubi- 
ous census figures of 1963 have been relied on for lack of 
any alternatives. The 1973 census, conducted under the 
Gowon administration was so ridiculous and unrealistic that 
the government was forced to nullify it and go back to the 
equally suspect 1963 figures. The controversy that has 
usually arisen about the reliability of Nigerian census figures 
has also made them suspect abroad, although the rest of the 
world, again for lack of any alternatives, has had to quote 
and use the official Nigerian figures. 

One interesting feature of the question of Nigerian cen- 
sus is that the British, who were the colonial masters and the 
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architects of the amalgamation of Nigeria in 1914, remained 
intimately associated with the census politics in Nigeria. It 
is impossible to write about the census problem and ethnic 
politics in Nigeria, without first examining the role of the 
British in the fashioning of the political structure of inde- 
pendent Nigeria. 

Nigeria’s land borders, bequeathed by colonial demarca- 
tion, conform little to historical, topographical or cultural 
realities. They straddle peoples often of the same linguistic, 
cultural and historical background, dating far back into pre- 
colonial history. This geo-political setting at once ¢reates 
almost intractable problems for an accurate head-count of 
Nigerians. It becomes important first to pin down who the 
Nigerians are before counting them. But the uncontrolled and 
probably uncontrollable transnational commuting of peoples, 
linked to the linguistic and cultural ties between Nigerians 
and neighbouring nationals, make this identification a 
singular problem, if not an impossible task. 

The British, with particular reference to Lord Frederick 
Lugard, the Northern Governor in the colonial period, percei- 
ved the North with its theocratic islamic structure, as a more 
enduring locus of political loyalty towards the British Crown. 
11 the words of Lord Hailey, “‘the traditional organisation 
characteristic of the Emirates was exceptionally well-adapted 
to the purposes for which Government sought in earlier days 
to utilize it. So much was this the case that . . . same indeed 
hoped that a largely self-governing Nigeria might ultimately 
emerge from a union of Native Authorities.” 

Thus, an alliance dubbed the indirect rule system was 
established, designed to ensure the continuity of the local 
ruling Fulani aristocracy, while at the same time safeguard- 
ing the interests of the conquering British masters. The 
indirect rule system was a cost-efficient local administrative, 
judicial and taxation tool for the British colonial power 
which was utilised effectively for the control of Northern 
Nigeria. Practised as a philosophy of administration, indirect 
rule was neo-colonialism with a local twist. All the classical 
attributes of modern-day neo-colonialism were present. The 
Fulani traditional political structure was left intact as 
window dressing, but the real economic and executive power 
lay in the hands of the metropolitan masters. 

It is a matter of historical record that repeated attempts 
by the British artificially to super-impose the indirect rule 
system in the South, particularly in Eastern Nigeria through 
the so-called warrant chiefs, met with extreme difficulty. 
Eastern Nigeria was remarkable in having no monolithic 
kingdoms, no hierachical administrative systems and no 
centralised political structures. Traditional Ibo society 
especially was acephalous, egalitarian and individualistic. 
This, of course, made for less total systemic colonial control 
of the East in particular and the South in general, than was 
encountered in the North. Against this background, the 
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British were favourably disposed to creating inbuilt advant- 
ages for the North in the political structure of amalgamated 
Nigeria, the better to be able to remote-control the country 
via the internal hegemony of the Northern aristocracy. 

British economic interest in Nigeria was deep and long- 
standing. The economic potential of the country had been 
apparent since the time of the Royal Niger Company. Thus, 
colonial author, Charles Henry Robinson, observed in his 
book, Nigeria, Our Latest Protectorate, that: “apart from our 
possessions in India and Burmah, there is no native state or 
combination of states within the limits of the British Empire 
which can compete in size, population and importance with 
this our latest protectorate .. . The time will come and at 
no distant date, when .. . a people two-thirds as numerous 
as that of Great Britain will afford a new and ulmost unlimi- 
ted market for the sale of English goods.” 

The exploration, commercialisation, colonisation and 
political amalgamation of Nigeria conformed to an economic 
rationality which served British interests. In the world-wide 
era of decolonisation in the 1950s, the challenge to Britain 
was how to grant the inevitable independence to Nigeria, its 
biggest single market and source of raw materials in Africa, 
and at the same time safeguard its economic interests. The 
answer lay in exploiting the contradictions inherent in the 
country’s ethnic particularism and multipli ‘ty of ethnic 
groups. 

Since politics is a game of numbers, one way of doing 
this was to reinforce the ascribed numerical supremacy of 
the North in the national census figures, allowing it thereby 
to perpetuate its regional dominance over the country’s 
political structure in the age of independence, to the ultimate 
advantage of British stage-managers. In effect, the indirect 
rule system, so successful in the North, would be clothed in 
the garb of independence and extended this time essentially 
over all of Nigeria. Indirect rule would be systematically 
over-hauied to neo-colonialism. 

There were other reasons why the North was the fav- 
ourite region of the British. The region was not only the one 
which was most comfortable with British colonial domina- 
tion, it was also ill-disposed to independence, at least in the 
early 1950s. The thrust of the struggle for Nigerian indepen- 
dence came mainly from the South and from Southern 
elements who had become “‘westernised.”’ This included such 
personalities as Herbert Macaulay, Nnamdi Azikiwe and 
Obafemi Awolowo; operating within such umbrella organisa- 
tions as the Nigerian Youth Movement and the Zikist Move- 
ment. The North played a silent and sometimes negative role 
in this equation. 

In 1953, for instance, the North used its majority powers 
to throw out a motion by the Action Group demanding 
self-government for Nigeria by 1956. Northern leaders argued 
that they were not yet ready for independence. The truth 
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was that they feared Southern dominance of independent 
Nigeria. The South was relatively more advanced than the 
North. Key posts in the North were still manned by Souther- 
ners and the expatriate community, and Northern politi- 
cians wanted time to catch up. 

Naturally, the anti-independence stand taken by the 
North was not well-received in the South. The North was 
castigated as an ally of imperialism. Hence, the unfortu- 
nate incident during which Northern parliamentarians were 
booed and insulted by angry Lagos crowds. This was follo- 
wed by a riot in Kano in which many Southerners were 
killed. When at last independence was granted in 1960 and 
the British left for good, many Southern politicians were 
disenchanted that some of them who had been most vocal 
in the struggle for independence were to play second-fiddle, 
while the reins of power went to those who had delayed 
self-rule. This was because, given the deemed numerical 
supremacy of the North, the region’s representation in the 
federal parliament was more than half the total (174 out of 
312), and the Northern Peoples Congress easily emerged pre- 
eminent in the 1959 national elections. 

The key, therefore, was the national census figures. Not 
surprisingly, the census in Nigeria has always been a source 
of great controversy. This goes as far back as 1911, when the 
first recorded census was conducted. S.A. Aluko observes 
that the operation of that census was particularly defective 
(see Journal of Modern African Studies, 1965, volume 3). 
In the main ports, including Lagos, there was house-to-house 
enumeration, but for all other areas only estimates were 
made. The situation was worst of all in Northern Nigeria 
where the estimates were made only on a sheet of 
paper and despatched to the colonial office. Inevitably, the 
figures were contested. 

The Northern numerical majority presumed as early as 
then continues to be reflected in subsequent census figures, 
although this clearly does not relate to objective szality. 
One must concede that the North certainly has the greater 
land area and that that poses a plausible explanation for its 
alleged greater population. However, it must be pointed out 
that vast stretches of Northern Nigeria are virtually unin- 
habited and, in any case, it does not follow that the most 
extensive state should also be the most populous. The popu- 
lation of the other states of the Western Sudan to which 
Northern Nigeria is comparable, including Mali, Niger Repu- 
blic, Chad and Upper Volta, show clearly that in the Sudan 
there is no relationship between the size of the territorial 
area and the population of the state. It is possible to object 
that considerable parts of these other Sudanese states extend 
into the Sahara desert which is uninhabitable. But what of 
the entire French-speaking West Africa which constitutes 
more than five times the size of Nigeria and yet is not as 
populous as Nigeria? 
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This author would like to state categorically his firm 
belief that not only is the North not more populous, but 
that in all probability the South is more populous than the 
North. If it were ever possible to have a fiddle-proof census 
in Nigeria, this easily-observed fact would be conclusively 
corroborated statistically. As it is, the submission here is not 
based on any statistical data, any more than it can be refuted 
by reference to the bogus figures of the 1963 census and its 
subsequent population growth-rates and projections. 

Anyone who has visited the North and the South of 
Nigeria needs no further proof of this submission. One 
need not take a census to conclude that there are more 
people in Nigeria than in the Sahara regions of Africa. The 
analogy is fanciful, but it is utilised to show that some 
things are self-evident. Southern Nigeria bursts with people 
residing in sizeable and numerous cities and towns. But 
between Jos and Kaduna, for example, a distance of over 
300 kilometres, there is only one settlement of modest 
significance and size, and that is Samanaka. If one were to 
proceed from Jos to Kaduna via Zaira, again a distance of 
some 400 kilometres, Zaria would be the only major town 
in-vetween. All other settlements along these routes con- 
stitute celebrated hamlets at best. And yet, these hamlets 
feature prominently on the map of Northern Nigeria. Other 
parts of the North conform pretty much to this pattern. 
From Kaduna to Kano and from Kano to Abuja, the new 
federal capital territory, the same situation is apparent. 
One need not even mention the Northern-most towns, which 
already begin to conform to semi-desert topography. 

The fact is that all along the coast of West Africa, most of 
the people reside along the coastal savannah belt to the 
South. Nobody has even tried to explain why Northern 
Nigeria should be the sole exception. The truth is that it 
is not. Population settlement pz.terns tend to favour greener 
coastal areas, as opposed to arid inland areas. Thus, the forty- 
odd million people of Egypt live pre-eminently on the thin 
green strip of land along the length of the Nile. The wea- 
ther condition in Northern Nigeria is harsh relative to that 
in the South. The harmattan is often particularly severe, 
a period when the Sahara turns the area into a dustbowl. 
The North is also more prone to drought. Sheer logic there- 
fore suggests population settlement patterns in Northern 
Nigeria would not be remarkably different from those of the 
adjoining countnes of Niger or Chad. And these are vast 
tracts of land with relatively few inhabitants. 

Moreover, it is significant that it is in the South where 
there has been population pressure. This is reflected in the 
number of Southerners resident in the North. In all the 
major cities of the North, there is a sizeable Southern popu- 
lation. In Kano, Jos, Zaria, Kaduna, Bauchi, Sokoto, Yola, 
Maiduguri, Minna and others, there are large numbers of 
Southerners. This is not conversely true of Northerners 
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in the Southern cities and towns. If this assessment is doub- 
ted, it can easily be verified by “Youth Corpers,” some of 
whom have the invaluable opportunity of trans-Nigerian 
mobility. 

But if the foregone is true, where then are all the Northe- 
mers which the 1963 and earlier population counts claim 
constitute more than half of the total population of Nigeria? 
The tact of the matter is that it is a myth. A potent myth. 
In the absence of hard corroborative data, this myth will be 
utilised to orchestrate the dominance of the North over the 
country’s federal or central government in perpetuity. 

The mythical nature of the ascribed Northern numerical] 
superiority should not be misunderstood in any way as 
reducing its effectiveness. It translates favourably well for 
the North in the nation’s politics. Since the revenue-alloca- 
tion formula between states is based essentially on relative 
population strengths, the North is able to derive pre-eminent 
benefit from the nation’s oil wealth, a resource which is 
based not in the North but in the South. Since seat-alloca- 
tion in the National Assembly is also a function of ascribed 
population strength, the North is able to secure substantial 
representation in the nation’s legislature. Ditto for voting 
inputs into the single national constituency of the 
Presidency. 

What are the chances of obtaining reliable census figures 
in the future? At worst a bleak one, and at best, unreliable 
figures that would somehow try to sustain the myth and thus 
the political advantage for the North. Why would the North, 
in a census count, wish to see the attainment of “correct” 
figures that would jeopardise its age-long political advantage? 
Why would the South believe that “correct” figures would 
be attained and therefore not rely on falsifying the figures 
itself in order to redress the numerical imbalance? In the 
interest of truth, justice, peace and unity? These ideals, 
valuable as they may be in themselves, are not reliable in 
real life when the issues at stake are ultimately as funda- 
mental as the allocation of scarce national resources. 

The problem 1s also that if a valid census is conducted in 
Nigeria, the results would be so much at variance with the 
conventional wisdom established by earlier bogus censuses 
that they would be unacceptable to the powers-that-be. 
Does this mean therefore that a valid census cannot be con- 
cluded in Nigeria, and that we have to rely in perpetuity on 
the “guesstimates” of the past? This is unacceptable because 
proper demographic information is the pivot of efficient 
organisation and planning in the moderm state. Nigeria cannot 
afford to continue indefinitely in the current practice of 
“planning without facts.”’ 

The hope therefore lies in the conduct of the census by 
a neutral external supervisor, with no stakes in Nigeria’s 
internal political structure. In this regard, the United Nations 
could be called upon to undertake the census on our behalf. 
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The talk in some quarters that this would be disgraceful is 
nonsensical. The whole world knows already that we have 
been unable to conduct a valid and non-controversial census 
in our 23-year history. External peace-keeping forces are 
sometimes required in areas of cor-flict in order to intercede 
between the protagonists. The question of disgrace certainly 
does not arise. 

Here in Nigeria, Indians ran our Railways for about five 
years; the Dutch our Airways for three-to-four years. Our 
steel industry, characterised as the future heart of Nigeria’s 
industrialisation, is being built by the Soviet Union. The 
United States of America, that multi-national conglomerate 
which cannot be claimed to be less patriotic or less self- 
confident than Nigeria, periodically co-opts talents from all 
over the world to strengthen the infrastructures of its corpo- 
rate union. We should therefore not allow ourselves to be 
misled by spurious lines of argument. 

The census problem has been with us for long enough to 
warrant a credible solution once and for all. Against the 
background of our census history, no body consisting of 
Nigerians can be relied upon to do justice to the issue. Let 
us contract it out to the United Nations. 


CSO: 3400/907 
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SUDAN'S NIMEIRI REPORTEDLY 'WOOING' NEW REGIME 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 35, Mar 84 p 48 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The recent trip to Nigeria by Sudan's 
President Gaafar Nimeiri was not an 

ordinary one. The visit came as no surprise 
either. This is because, given Nimeiri’s 
security consciousness, the Sudanese leader 
was just trying to make sure that the change 
of government in Nigeria would not have an 
adverse effect on his own hold on power in 
Sudan. 

The fact that the Nimeini regime began 
showing interest in the new military 
administration in Nigeria as early as five 
days after the coup typifies his anxiety. He 
immediately sent a message of support to 
the newrulers in Lagos and urged them 
‘not to succumb to any foreign power, but 
to adopt strict patriotism.” 

Atter “studying and carefully analysing 
their statements and declarations,’ Nimeiri 
realised that the new regime in Nigena was 
one with which he could talk, unlike those 
in Ghana and Upper Volta. Therefore, on 
January 19, after attending the Islamic 
Summit in Casablanca, Nimeiri flew to 
Nigeria. Soon he was mentioning his 
bugbear: Chad. 

He wanted to know what the military 
regime in Nigeria intended to do in relation 
to Chad. Major-General Mohamed 
Buhan would not be drawn into making a 
firm commitment. ‘I think the Supreme 
Military Council will consult the people in 
due course. But the time is not ripe now 
since we are concerned with basic issues 
that are connected with the economy of the 
country. 

“The priority is for economic recovery, 
providing employment opportunities, 
improving people's living conditions, 
consolidating internal security and ensuring 
foreign respect ,’’ Maj-Gen Buhari said. 

However, he added: **Nigeria’s role 
towards solving African problems would 
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come through the OAU and bilateral 
contacts with different African countries.” 

It is understandable why Nimeiri wants to 
woo Nigeria. That country played an 
important role in trying to end the civil war 
before the matter was placed in the lap of 
the OAU. For Sudan, the interest is still 
alive. 


Nimeiri is intent on uprooting what he 
sees as Libyan interference in Chad. He 
knows very well that Goukouni Woddeye 
(said to be backed by Libya) ts very 
unhappy with the assistance Sudan 
provided Hissein Habré which led to 
Goukouni’s removal from N'djamena two 
years ago. 

The idea that one day Goukouni will 
return to N’djamena clearly explains 
Nimeiri’s fears. In fact the absence of Habré 
in N’djamena would definitely mean an 
escalation of subversive activities in the 
remote parts of Sudan, especially in the 
western and southern regions. 

For many Sudanese, however, the visit of 
Nimeiri to Nigeria is a warning that the 
military will continue to hold on to power in 
Sudan. When, in 1979, the Nigerian armed 
forces voluntarily restored power to the 
civilians, there were hopes that Nimeiri 
himself applauded the return of the soldiers 
in Nigeria. 

Despite the hurried trip to Nigeria (in fact 
Nimeiri was the first African leader to visit 
the country after the coup which overthrew 
the government of President Shehu 
Shagari) the Sudanese leader is not quite so 
sure of Nigeria’s position on Chad. 
Therefore, he wiil definitely have to do a bit 
more courting of the soldiers in Nigena 
until he is sure that Habré will continue in 
control in N’djamena avid that Nigeria does 
not tip the scales against him @ 
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KANO STATE DEBTS DETAILED 
Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 15 Apr 84 p 9 


[Text] FELLOW citizens, you would have heard from the broadcast made a few 
days ago by the Minister of Finance, Dr. Onaolapo Soleye in which details of 
the precarious position of the nation's economy were given. The significance 
of this briefing is that this is the first time the government is being down 
to earth honest about the nation's economy in Kano, the State Government's 
total indebtedness amounts to Five Hundred and Seventy-eight million, six 
hundred and sixty thousand naira (N578,660,000). 


This amount is made up as follows: 
(a) Foreign Loans--§32,030,000 representing 05.5 per cent 
(b) Loans and Advances from Federal Government--N312,000,000 54.0 per cent 


(c) Current Liabilities (contractual obligations)--N234,033,000 40.5 per 
cent. 


2. These amounts are amounts actually drawn and utilized in State services, 
but the total actual amounts contracted for particularly in the Foreign Loan 
sector, far exceeds this amount, as our total commitments, that is the total 
amount on all Foreign Loan Agreements, is one hundred and fifty-one million, 
three hundred and ninety thousand Naira (€151,390,000), but as at 3lst Decem- 
ber, 1983 ONLY 832,030,000 was drawn from these loans, leaving a balance of 
8119 ,360,000 yet to be drawn. The §832,030,000 so far now drawn, was utilized 
for:- 


(a) Supply of medical equipment by a Hungarian firm--N6.72m representing 100 
per cent 


(b) World Bank Loan for Agricultural Development--N25,3lm representing 24.0 
per cent. 


3. The Loans from the Federal Government are all made up of Development Loan 
and Federal Treasury Certificates that were raised between 1972/73 to 1983, 
as well as some cash advances that were raised to meet staff salary commit- 
ments as follows:- 








(a) FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 15TH DEVELOPMENT LOAN 1977--W820,431, 263 
(b) Federal Republic of Nigeria 16th Development Loan 1977--N26,066,547 
(c) Federal Republic of Nigeria 17th Development Loan 1978--N26,555,022 
(d) Federal Republic of Nigeria 18th Development Loan 1980--N40,774,202 
(e) Federal Republic of Nigeria 19th Development Loan 1981--€821,554,727 
(f) Federal Republic of Nigeria 20th Development Loan 1981--N20, 896,909 
(g) Federal Republic of Nigeria 2lst Development Loan 1983--N23,611,558 
(h) Federal Republic of Nigeria 22nd Development Loan 1983--N24,017,289 
(i) Differed Deductions--N9 ,024,149 

(j) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan 1972/73--WN4,000,000 

(k) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan 1973-74--N9, 351,666 

(1) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan 1975-79--W5, 263,158 

(m) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan--15,000,000 

(n) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan--N8, 333,333 

(o) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan--N11,341,408 

(p) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan--W5,954,286 

(q) Federal Treasury Cert. Loan--W14,150,694 

(r) Federal Government Cash Advances in June 1981--W2,235,988 

(s) Federal Government Advances in January 1982--N24,033,528 


4. There is also another debt in the form of Bank Overdraft, of Six Million, 
Two Hundred and Twenty-five Thousand, Three Hundred and Sixty-seven Naira 
(86,225,367), which is in respect of some of our Boards and Companies, that 
was outstanding as at 3lst December 1983 made up of: 


(a) Kano State Electricity Board, for the supply of electricity to the rural 
areas~-N1,244,251.00 & 


(b) Kano State Oil and Allied Products Co. Ltd., for Company expansion pur- 
poses—-—-N4 ,981,416.00 


5. Other Liabilities of N234,033,000.00 as at 3lst December, 1983 is also 
made up of:- 
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(a) Contractual Obligations--N72,450,000 representing 31 per cent 
(b) Unvouched Liabilities--N117,202,000 representing 50 per cent 
(c) 1983 Unpaid Vouchers--N8,963,000 representing 04 per cent 


(d) Other oustanding debts--N35,418,000 representing 15 per cent and the 
details of which are as follows:- 


(a) Contractual Obligations:- 

i. Kano State Library--N89,166.00 

ii. Kano State Institute for Higher Education--N882,414.00 
iii. Local Government Council--W6,410,524.00 

iv. W.R.E.C.A.--821,471,473.00 

v. Rural Electricity Board--N4,726,536.00 

vi. kano State Investment Prop.--W83,200,000.00 

vii. Kano State Television--¥3,281,637.00 

viii. Hotels Management Board--W8124,516.00 

ix. Board of Internal Revenue--N279, 208.00 

x. Urban Development Board--§82,002,895.00 

xi. Health Service Management Board--W10, 330,744.00 
xii. Arts Council--N25,856.00 

XIII. Agency for Mass Education--§€802,500.00 

xiv. Housing Corporation--§83,117,297.00 


xv. Sports Council--N116,135.00 





xvi. Triumph Publishing Co.--¥81,530,464.00 

xvii. Kano State Broadcasting Corp.--N2,665,223.00 

xvii. Ministry of Home Affairs and Information--N138,918.00 
xx. Ministry of Health--N9,194,295.00 


xxi. Ministry of Local Government~-W8130,094.00 








xxii. Defunct Ministry of Social Welfare, Youth and Sports--N984,579.00 
xxiii. Ministry of Trade, Industry and Cooperatives--N272, 384.00 
xxiv. Defunct Ministry of Rural and Community Development--N8,658.00 
xxv. Other obligations--W2,003,937.00 

Total--N72,450,000.00. 

(b) UNVOUCHED LIABILITIES 

i. Principal Secretary to the Governor--N68, 827.00. 

ii. Secretary to the State Government--N386,070.00. 

iii. Commissioner for Special Duties--N15,500.00. 

iv. Establishment Division--N93,650.00. 

v. Defunct State Assembly--N228,607.00. 

vi. High Court--W18,895.00. 

vii. Area Court--N103,295.00. 

viii. Sharia Court-~-W8,420.00. 

ix. Civil Service Commission--WN12,175.00. 

x. Audit Department-~-N44,067.00. 

xi. Ministry of agriculture and Natural Resources--WN795,956.00. 

xii. Ministry of Education--N4,977,060.00. 

xiii. Ministry of Finance--N91, 323,758.00. 

xiv. Ministry of Health--N954,783.00. 

xv. Land & Survey Division--€41,770.00. 

xvi. Ministry of Local Government--48590,500.00. 

xvii. Ministry of Works & Housing--W16, 375,535.00. 

xviii. Defunct Ministry of S/Welfare, Youth and Sports--N196,173.00. 
xix. Defunct Ministry of Rural & Community Department--¥1,946,465.00. 


Total--W117,202,000.00. 
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(c) UNPAID 1983 VOUCHERS 

i. Area Court--816,480.00. 

ii. Audit Department--N2, 713.00. 

iii. Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources--W¥l1,264,252.00. 

iv. Ministry of Education--N2, 313,496.00. 

v. Ministry of Health--N2,474,630.00. 

vi. Ministry of Home Affairs and Information--N277, 240.00. 

vii. Ninistry of Local Government--N234,120.00. 

viii. Land & Survey Division--N1,216,445.00. 

ix. Defunct Social Welfare, Youth and Sports--N137,216.00. 

x. Defunct Ministry of Rural and Community Development--¥1,026, 355.00. 
Total-—-N8 , 963,000.00 

(d) OTHER OUTSTANDING DEBTS 

i. Local Government Council--427,257,480.00. 

ii. W.R.E.C.A.--N2,306,000.00. 

iii. Rural Electricity Board--W¥138, 799.00. 

vi. kano State Oil & Allied Prod.--W4,633,682.00. 

v. board of Internal Revenue--N881,135.00. 

vi. Urban Development Board--#100,098.00. 

vii. Arts Council--¥#100,000.00. 

Total-—N35,418,000.00. 

6. These debts will be scheduled for payment during the course of the year. 
The 1984 budget is being revised to accommodate these as well as normal Gov- 
ernment activities. This is not easy in view of the economic situation but 
can be done through dedication, sacrifice and understanding by all of us. 

I therefore wish to call on all people of Kano State to note the evident, 
gloomy financial situation which the state found itself. In particular, pub- 
lic servants and the general public who have outstanding claims with the Gov- 


ernment must be patient and bear with us pending concretisation of our debts 
repayment programme. 


CSO: 3400/907 








AGRICULTURE REPORTEDLY STILL BEING IGNORED 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 36, Apr 84 pp 70-71 


[Text } 


Nigeria is now uneasily poised between 
intentions and performance. The coup has 
been accomplished and widely accepted: 
the new men have indicated where they 
hope to go: and the country’s economic 
problems have been assessed once more. 

The question of debts has been much 
debated and sooner or later a rescheduling 
operation will be mounted. although not, it 
seems. without the now inevitable Parts 
Club meeting. Similarly the (MF will 
eventually provide its quota of help and 
Africa as a whole will certainly be interested 
in what terms its largest, most powertul 
Black state ts able to obtain. 

Inevitably the debt question has raised 
the issue of OPEC: should Nigeria leave that 
body so as to give itself maximum freedom 
in the matter of oil production? So far 
Buhari has said no. 

The twin pillars of the economy are oil 
and agriculture, though of the two oll 
usually attracts most of the attention. In the 
long run agriculture ts the more important. 

Nigerian otl production ts slowly 
increasing again. It reached |.2m barrels 
per dav last November. This was still below 
the OPEC maximum quota of 1|.3m_ b/d. 
Meanwhile. however, Mritaie is producing 
at the level of 2.59m b/d. more than twice 
the Nigerian figure. The two countries used 
to run neck and neck; their light sulphur 
crudes compete with each other. The fact 
that Nigeria is now producing at only half 





the British level is due to its membership of 
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OPEC, a connection many at present regret. 
Hence the suggestions that it leave the 
organisation. These Buhari ts resisting but 
they may well be used to obtain a much 
higher quota from OPEC in the near future. 

It would be potentially disastrous for 
OPEC were Nigeria to leave and in the lon 
run counter-productive for Nigeria herself. 
As a short-term measure leaving OPEC Is 
only relatively attractive since there would 
remain the question of just how much more 
of the world market share Nigeria could 
capture. The oil market 1s, however, 
becoming more volatile because of the 
continuing Gulf War and the brighter 
prospects of US recovery so that there may 
well be a pick-up in oil sales later in the 
year. 

On the exploration front Elf Nigeria has 
been granted a lease for prospecting in 
Anambra and currently is exploring 
northwest of Onotsha along the River 
Niger. The first well is being drilled this 
March. At present Anambra has no oil but a 
find would make it the fifth oil-bearing 
State. Recently leases have also been 
granted to other companies to explore in 
Borno State and the Chad Basin. It has long 
been thought possible that a geological! fault 
extending into Chad itself could be an 
oul-bearing region. 

Drought has affected 10 northern states 
in Nigeria (as it 1s affecting half of Africa) 
but at least that should concentrate 
attention upon the area of development 
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which has been most neglected. So far. it 
would appear. the new government has not 
given a great deal of thought to the 
agricultural sector. Shagaris Green 
Revolution was not a success any more than 
Operation Feed the Nation under his 
predecessor. This 1s one area that requires 
priority treatment. 

Meanwhile austerity measures and tght 
controls are the order of the day. At the end 
of 1983 despite austerity the import bill was 
running at N900m a month. The key date 
this vear will be May when the government 
is to present its first budget. Then, perhaps, 
its economic policies will become clearer, 
by then also the rescheduling operations 
and possibly the IMF loan will have been 
completed. 

The government has accepted as an 
interim measure the banking and credit 
guidelines which had been prepared just 
before the coup. These imposed severe 


so 


restrictions upon bank lending and a 2% 
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increase In interest rates. 

At the same time a ceiling has been 
placed upon foreign exchange transfers for 
imports at N375m a month, making an 
annual import total of only N4500m. If 
Nigeria can successfully cut back to that 
figure it will be doing well. 

A formula has been devised for foreign 
exchange expenditure at 58% for raw 
materials. 18% for food, 12% for consumer 
goods and 12% for invisible imports. Fur- 
ther austerity measures include cuts in 
foreign travel allowances. These measures 
must be seen against an estimate (by the 
Shagari government) of revenues totalling 
N10.944m for 1984. 

But, as General Buhari stated in a recent 
interview, much during this hard period of 
recovery will depend upon the attitudes 
adopted by Nigeria’s main trading partners. 
If they are reasonable about rescheduling, 
the recovery 1s likely to take place that 
much more quickly @ 
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OIL PRODUCTION FIGURES RECORDED 
February Statistics 
AB290635 Lagos NAN in English 1430 GMT 28 Apr 84 


[Text] Lagos, 28 Apr (NAN)--Nigeria produced 44,498,074 barrels of crude oil 
in February, according to a statement by the NNPC [Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company]. The statement said that during the period 36,809,543 barrels of oil 
were exported and that the figures represented an average daily production of 
1.53 million barrels. The figures showed an increase of 13 percent in produc- 
tion. 


The posted prices for Nigerian crudes were 23.56 naira per barrel for the high 
quality grade and 21.86 per barrel for the medium grade. Corresponding of- 
ficial selling prices were 22.46 and 20.96 naira per barrel for the high and 
medium grade of crudes, respectively. 


Minister Reports LPG Production 
AB271256 Lagos International Service in English 0830 GMT 27 Apr 84 


[Excerpt] Nigeria has become a net exporter of liquefied petroleum gas 

[LPG]. This was confirmed in Lagos yesterday by the minister of petroleum 
and energy, Professor Tam David-West, at a seminar organized by the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He said that the demand for the product for 
household use has been on an increase, but the domestic production in the 
country's refineries has more than matched the local demand. The minister an- 
nounced that the Federal Military Government has decided to promote on an 
experimental basis the running of cars on gas instead of gasoline. The ex- 
periment, if successful, will relieve the pressure currently being exper- 
ienced on gasoline and consequently limit high importation of the product. 


Professor David-West said that as a result of studies carried out, projects 
have been initiated to convert gas into high quality gasoline and for the 
production of petrochemical [word indistinct]. The minister called for the in- 
volvement of the private sector and the local manufacturers in the standardiza- 
tion of regulators for gas cylinders. He said that the necessary infrastruc- 
ture was available in Nigeria for the fabrication of gas cylinders to commence. 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


WAR AGAINST INDISCIPLINE--THE War Against Indiscipline (WAI) recently launched 
in the country has started to achieve positive results in Borno State. This 
was demonstrated recently by the patriotic behaviour of a commercial bus 
driver who returned to its owner a sum of 920 Naira, and the orderly manner 
members of the public queue up at hospitals, department stores, post office 
and other public places in the state capital. Only recently, a commercial bus 
driver in Maiduguri, Malam Musa Danhaya, returned the sum of 920 Naira which 
he discovered in his bus mistakenly left behind by one of his passengers, 
Malam Garba Maitabarma. The bus driver who discovered the money seven hours 
after he had dropped his passengers handed over the money to his union in 
Maiduguri to be handed over to the owner who was later traced to be at Gashua. 
Malam Garba, a trader told newsmen that he was impressed by the patriotic 
behaviour of the driver. The New Nigerian observed that people now queue up 
in an orderly manner at the Maiduguri Post Office, supper markets, and even 

at petrol filling stations in the area. A cross-section of people interviewed 
said the disciplined attitude being shown was as a result of the introduction 
of the War Against Indiscipline (WAIL). [By Ibrahim Biu] [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 12 Apr 84 p 3] 


ARMY BEGINS PROMOTION COURSE--MORE than 200 officers drawn from divisions and 
formations of the army have begun a one month promotion course at the Command 
Secondary School, Kaduna. Declaring the course open, the General Officer 
Commanding (GOC) I Mechanised Infantry Division, Brigadier J. Ola Oni, told 
the participants to take the course seriously and pass their examinations. 
Brigadier Oni told them that their success or otherwise would determine their 
progress in the army. He charged them to desist from travelling from one 
place to another during the course because the military would not be account- 
able for any accident that might occur during such "unauthorised journeys". 
The G.O.C. said that instead of roaming about the town, they should seek for 
help from the appropriate quarters to enhance their success during the course. 
Earlier, in his address, the Commandant of the Army School of Infantry (NAST) 
who is also the president of the promotion cadre, Brigadier J. J. Onoja, told 
the participants to be punctual, hard-working and listen with rapt attention 
to lectures. [By Aliyu-Biu] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Apr 
84 p 3] 


LOANS NOT PAID BACK--GONGOLA State has suspended the small-scale industries 
credit scheme because of failure by virtually all the beneficiaries to repay 
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their loans. The state Commissioner for Commerce, Industries and Coopera- 

tives, Miss Christine Teneke, said, in Yola that 128 small-scale industrial- 

ists had been given loans totalling 3,256,053.90 Naira. She said government 

might take loan defaulters to court if they failed to respond to its appeal 

to repay the loans within one month. Miss Teneke explained that government 

officials and the defaulters met to discuss matters. "Lack of repayment had = 
made it impossible to grant more loans, despite the fact that the development 

of small-scale industries, especialy in the rural areas, had become an effec- 

tive strategy for industrial development," she said. The commissioner said 

loan repayment since the inception of the scheme to date amounted to only 

641,527.72 Naira. She said "almost all the beneficiaries are in default of 

several amounts. The total amount in default now stands at 1,758,272.72 : 
Naira, according to the repayment schedules." Giving the breakdown, the com- 

missioner said in 1976/77 financial year, 23 people got 525,939.80 Naira; in 

1977/78 30 people got 1.038,000, Naira, in 1978/79 11 people got 389,066 

Naira and additional loan of 58,084 Naira to four people in the same year and 

in 1980 26 people got 1,014,373 Naira. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in 

English 12 Apr 84 p 16] 


RIVER BASIN AUTHORITIES PLANNED--EIGHT more river basin development authorities 
are to be established in the country, the Minister of Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Dr. Bukar Shaib, announced in Sokoto on Monday. The Minister said 
at the first farmer's day of the Sokoto Rima Basin Development Authority, 

that the increase was part of the reorganisation of the development author- 
ities being planned by the Federal Government "to make it possible for each 
state to be covered by one development authority.’ He said Lagos State would 
however, share one authority with Ogun State, adding that a decree which 

would put the changes into effect would be promulgated soon. [Text] [Faduna 
NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Apr 84 p 16] 


FOREIGN MONOPOLY CRITICIZED--THE Nigerian stock market is dominated by 

foreign promoted companies, the Director-General of the Nigerian Stock Ex- 
change, Mr. Hayford Alile has said. In an interview with New Nigerian in 

Kano last weekend, Mr. Alile described the situation as very serious because 
it implied that the savings of Nigerians were being used by foreign companies 
to expand. He said while foreign entrepreneurs were welcome, the test of the 
maturity of the Nigerian private sector was the number of Nigerian companies 
quoted on the stock market. The director-general advised Nigerian business 
men to sell shares to the public so that they could benefit from the contribu- 
tions of their people. lie added that it was unfortunate that most Nigerian 
businessmen overworked themselves and often died young killing their business 
in the process. Mr. Alile said North Brewery, Kano would be the first wholly 
Neierian venture to be quoted in the stock exchange when formalities were com- 
pleted. To be quoted on the stock market, a company should have a turn-over 
of around five million Naira, a capital base of about 600,000 Naira and a good 
record of performances for about five years, be revealed. There are about 

178 securities being handled by the Nigerian Stock Exchange with a value of 
abcut 5.1 billion Naira. [By Abdulhamid Babatunde] [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 13 Apr 84 p 9] 
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STEEL MILL PRCDUCTION--THE Katsina Steel Rolling Mill produced 75 tonnes 

of steel products in 1983 valued at 13 million Naira, the General Manager of 
thecompany, Alhaji Mahmood Kanti Bello, has disclosed. He said while brief- 
ing Military Governor of Kaduna State, Air Commodore Usman Mu'azu who visited 
the mill as part of his tour of state and federal projects in the state that 
the estimated projection for 1984 would have been more but the mill was not 
producing according to schedule. This, he said, was because of the problem 
encountered on foreign exchange which was needed for importing raw materials 
in form of iron billets. Alhaji Bello said however that production at the 
mill would soon be restored to the capacity envisaged because the Federal 
Ministry of Mines and Power had just approved foreign exchange to the company 
for the importation of iron billets. The general manager said the mill is 
now fully manned by Nigerian engineers and technicians. He later handed over 
a cheque of 6,589.42 Naira to Governor Usman as five per cent of the April 
salary of workers of the mill as donation to drought victims in the state. 
Governor Usman in his remark expressed gratitude to the management and work- 
ers of the steel mill for their humanitarian gesture. It was an indicacion, 
he observed, that the steel workers were prepared to share in the joys and 
sadness of the community. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 13 Apr 84 
p 9] 


MISUSE OF LOANS--MORE than one hundred people who benefitted from small-scale 
loans scheme in Benue State but failed to repay would soon be prosecuted. The 
Commissioner for Commerce, Industries and Cooperatives, Mr. David Hwande, 

told the New Nigerian that the Ministry of Justice has been instructed to 
write to them on behalf of the ministry, giving them two weeks within which 

to repay the loans or face court’ action. The ultimatum expired on March 31, 
1984. The commissioner said the govermnent had granted loans totalling four 
million Naira for the scheme since its inception in 1967. He said part of 
this amount was inherited from the former Northern Region Government and the 
defunct Benue Plateau State. Mr. lHiwande said only 0.2 million Naira had been 
repaid, out of the total of 1.4 million Naira. He said the beneficiaries 
were owing the government 1.1 million Naira. The commissioner expressed re- 
gret over the manner the beneficiaries used the loans. "There is no sense of 
commitment on the part of the beneficiaries. Not only have they failed to re- 
pay the loans, they have refused to set up industries." He said that more 
than 95 per cent of those who benefitted from the loans scheme had not started 
work on any of the projects. Most of the projects comprised block making, 
bakeries, capentary, printing presses, tailoring services, saw mills, welding 
and automobile repair workshops he said. [By Kola King] [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 14 Apr 84 p 16] 


NO MORE RICE IMPORTS--MINISTER of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Dr. 
Bukar Shaib, has said the Federal Military Government will stop importing of 
rice next year. He told the New Nigerian in Sokoto last Tuesday that this 
move was necessary because importation of rice had become a drain on the 
nation's economy. Dr. Shaib said state governments and river basin develop- 
ment authorities would instead be encouraged to produce sufficient rice for 
consumption. The minister said rice plantations in Sokoto, in Sokoto State, 
Abakaliki in Anambra State and Bida in Niger State were enough to feed the 
country if fully utilised. He added that there was no need for a country to 
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depend on luxurious food items like rice an? neglect the production of its 
staple food. Dr. Shaib said the government could not afford to go on import- 
ing rice just to please people, adding that we should conserve our little re- 
sources and “if anyone cannot eat our locally produced rice, let him leave 
it’. [By Adebisi Adekunle] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 16 Apr 
84 p 16] 


1,700 FACTORY LAYOFFS--SOME 1,700 workers of the 12 rillion Naira Tomato and 
Mango Processing Factory in Dadin Kowa area of Bauchi State, are now facing 
retrenchment. The factory which is one of the major tomato manufacturing 
firms in the country may soon grind to a halt owing to lack of raw materials. 
[By Clement Agba] [Excerpt] [Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 15 Apr 
84 pp 1, 14] 


PAYING FOR TV SETS--THE military Governor of Benue State, Brigadier Atom 
Kpera has criticised the defunct civilian administration in the state for 
giving out 56 colour television sets worth more than N68,000 as send-off 
souveniers to the first set of members of the State House of Assembly. At a 
meeting with some of the former legislators in Makurdi, Brigadier Kpera said 
that the resolution passed by the legislature authorising members to take 
away the television sets in their residences was improper. Brigadier Kpera 
said that since it was a resolution of the House, he would not seize the 
sets from them but that they would be made to pay for them because the state 
government needed money. He said that 50 legislators had paid and he had 
ordered the arrest of six others if by next Monday, they failed to pay up. 
[Text] [Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGER{AN in English 15 Apr 84 p 2] 


POLICEMEN GET DEATH SENTENCES--Warri (Bendel) 28 Apr (NAN)--Four mobile 
policemen were yesterday sentenced to death by hanging by a Warri high court 
for killing two students from the U.S. in April last year. The policemen are 
Corporal James Abio, and Corporal Amos Adeyemi, Constable Wilfred Eguakun, 
and Constable Friday Akhidenor. Sgt Luckson Mesambe, charged with them but 
now at large, was declared wanted while a taxi driver, John Okoro, also 
charged with them, had earlier been discharged for want of evidence. The 
prosecution told the court, presided over by Mr Justice Samson Owaifo, that 
the policemen shot and killed the students, Robert B. Ogbehor and Azubuike 
Uzor. In Warri on 5 April 1983 when Okoro reported that he was attacked by 
them. The condemned policemen, who had earlier pleaded not guilty to the 
charges, however, urged the court to be lenient with them. [Text] 

[AB281416 Lagos NAN in English 1411 GMT 28 Apr 84] 


CURRENCY EXCHANGE PROBLEMS--The Federal Government has frowned at the inci- 
dents which indicate that some persons have been trying to circumvent the 
guidelines for the ongoing currency exchange exercise. It pointed out that 
some children have presented for exchange large sums of money that they cer- 
tainly could not have saved from their pocket money. The government warned 
parents that any under-aged person seeking to exchange unusually large sums 
of money will be arrested and put to a strict proof of ownership and source 
of such money. It stated for the avoidance of doubt that persons who attempt- 
ed to exchange money for other persons were in contravention of the guide- 
lines and were liable to arrest and severe punishment. [Text] [AB010640 
Lagos Domestic Service in English 2100 GMT 30 Apr 84} 
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SELRTING RICE DISTRIBUTION LAW--SOME unpatriotic and unscrupulous members of 
the business community have been devising counter measures to beat whatever 
methods government devise to distribute rice to the people in Kano. Speaking 
in an interview, the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade and Industry, 
‘alam Aminu Usman, said that despite the involvement « f security organisations 
to supervise the sale of rice at co-operative shops, it was discovered that 
much of the rice often went to the die-hard hoarders. However, the sovernment 
later decided to sell the rice in a 2-kilo polythene bags thus making it dif- 
ticult for hoarders to secure many bags of rice. On measures to check the 
excess of hoarders and ensure that real consumers bought the rice, Malam 

Aminu said that the Federal Covernment had given import licence to companies 
like UAC to import rice with a view to increasing supply to meet the demands, 
lie further disclosed that another 107,000 bags of rice have arrived and sale 
would commence as soon as local governments made return of the allocation piven 
to them last month. [By Kawan 8B. Abubakar and Babature Gana] [Text] [Kano 
SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 15 Apr 84 p 16] 


CSO: 3400/907 
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SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE 


BRIEFS 


MLSTP=PCP SOLTDARTTY=-Sao Tome-=<"Any attempt to thwart liberation is doomed to 
failure," it was emphasized in the joint communique issued following discussions 
between delegations of the “IST [Movement for the Jiberation of Sae Tome e 
frincipe| and the Portuguese Communist Party [PCP]. In the document, they reaf- 
firmed their militant solidarity with and steadfast support for all liberation 
movements in Africa, Asia and Jatin America. The PC) delepation, which was led 
ty Alvaro Cunhal, its secretary reneral, ended its working, and friendship visit 
to Sao Tome e Principe vesterday. ‘The delegation noted with satisfction the 
progress already achieved by the Sao Tomian people, led by their vanguard MLSTP, 
in the tasks of national reconstruction. Analvzing the situation in southern 
Africa, the two delepations expressed their full support for and solidarity with 
the MPLA-Labor larty, FRELIMO, SWAPO and the ANC, and their respective peoples 
ot Angola, “Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. They strongly denounced the 
apartheid repime. Stressing the importance of the Nonaligned Movement and ot 
“mutual triendship and solidarity among all the forces for national independence. 
propress and peace,’ the delegations expressed their solidarity with and support 
for the peoples of [ast Timor, Western Sahara, Palestine and Lebanon. ‘the PCI’ 
delepation, which left Sao Tome e Principe yesterday following a 4-day visit, 
traded views with the MLSTP delegation on their experiences in various aspects 
of the life of the two oranizations. Manuel] Pinto da Costa, president of the 
“ESTP and of the Democratic Republte of Sao Tome e Principe, received the PC? 
delegation. On their return trip to Lisbon, the visitors stopped over in [Luanda 
for a few hours on Tuesday evening. [Text] [Luanda JORNAT, DF ANGOLA in Portuguese 
1l Apr 84 p 12] 6362 


MRIMP MINISTER MAY RETURN=--Former Prime Minister Miguel Trovoada is permitted 

to return to the country as long as he abstains from political activity, Sao 
TYomian Justice Minister Vas lernandes assured today. Trovoada was removed tron 
office in 1978. He stood trial for conspiracy and later left the country, aiter 
spending some years in prison. According, to the justice minister, the povernment 
position reparding Miguel Trovoada also applies to other former officials who 

are now in exile. During an informal meeting with reporters accompanving, Ranalho 
Fanes on his visit, the Sao Tomian minister described his povernment's policy 

as one of "clemency and social rehabilitation." tle also denied the "disinforma- 
tion" appearing inthe international press, according to which his countrv is 
becoming, a Soviet military base. ‘le are no one's base," he declared. lLeparding 
the Soviet=-manufactured radar equipment now being, installed on the island of 

Sao Tome, he explained its only purpose is to assist in monitoring the nation's 
exclusive economic zone. keparding, domestic policy, he noted achievements in 
various areas, although he also admitted to some mistakes. He assured that there 
were no political prisoners in his country, once Trovoada and other former officials 
had been released and allowed to leave the country. [Text] [J.isbon DIANTO bk LISBOA 
in Portuguese 12 Mar 84 p 10] 6362 
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SENEGAL 


FIRST CONGRESS OF LD-MPT REPORTED 

Interview With Babacar Sane 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 7-8 Apr 84 p 6 
[Interview with Babacar Sane by Moustapha Mbodj] 


[Text] The First Congress of the Democratic League-Movement for the Labor 
Party (LD-MPT) will convene today and tomorrow at the Magic Cinema across from 
the Ouagou Niayes Housing Project in Dakar. 


In the opinion of party leaders, "the congress will enjov the participation of 
a thousand members and delegates from the eight regions of the country and 
guests from the different political parties of the country working in the 
opposition and trade union organizations. 


This First Congress of the LD-MPT, its organizers say, "will particularly 
deal with questions such as the unity of Senegalese Marxists and ways and 
means of helping Senegal out of its crisis." 


The congress beginning at 9000 hours today will hear messages from guest par- 
ties and the general report of the Central Committee. It will also provide 
the occasion for the election of new party officers. A general meeting will 
close the congress tomorrow at 1600 hours on 13 X Z Street. 


The Democratic League-Movement for the Labor Party (LD-MPT) was formed in 

1974, emerging out of a split in the African Independence Party (PAI). Dissi- 
dents at that time reproached the PAI for its "antidemocratic operation," 

"its political deviations" and "opportunism."' For them, it was a natter of 
creating an "avant-garde party channeling the people's forces in their fight 
against imperialism" and for a better future led by the proletariat allied with 
the peasants. The democratic opening decided upon by President Abdou Diouf, 
with an overall multiparty system, enabled the LD-MPT to gain legal status 
after filing its by-laws on 2 June 1981 and receiving the approval of the 
Ministry of Interior on 9 July of that same year. It was the eighth officially 
recognized party. 


The record of the action undertaken by the party since 1974 will certainly 
not fail to be drawn up, especially regarding the participation of the LD MPT 
in the last legislative elections of February 1983. 


50 








One can foresee that the followers of Marxism, which the members of this party 
are, will put the weapon of criticism to good use. 


Revealed by the elections as the country's fourth-ranking political force 

after the Socialist Party, the Senegalese Democratic Party and the RND 
[Democratic National Rally], the LD-MPT is also the leading Marxist party of 
Senegal. In this connection, one might point up the contradiction with respect 
to the use of the figures of the last legislative elections. 


Finally, despite the denials of its first secretary, the Democratic League 
seems to be going through a decline and to be experiencing internal problems. 
Whatever the case, the congress will enlighten us. 


[Question] Mr Secretary General, how do you view the coming post-election 
congress of the LD-MPT? 


[Answer] The Central Committee situated the First Regular Congress of the 
party under the sign of unity, both horizontally and vertically: on the 
horizontal level with the other Marxist-Leninist parties and on the vertical 
level with the entire patriotic movement. This was so that we might play our 
role, which is that of a rallier and leader of struggles. 


[Question] Some thought after the elections that they noted a certain demobil- 
ization of the opposition, particularly with respect to the Democratic League 
which had demonstrated a remarkable capacity for mobilization during the elec- 
tion campaign. What is your opinion? 


[Answer] Demobilization after the elections? We do not think so because two 
months after the elections, we were the only party to make a national tour 
headed by the first secretary of the party throughout all the regions. We 
held meetings, public information meetings, in at least 20 departments. More 
specifically, we were the only party on the eve of the measures of 19 August 
1983 to crisscross the national territory explaining to the masses the dangers 
awaiting them, starting with the increase in prices that would be announced. 


We held meetings in Ziguinchor, Bignona, Tambacounda, Louga, Linguere, Mbour, 
and so on. Some even claim that if the president of the republi. noved up the 
announcement of 19 August, it was because of information they reportedly ob- 
tained, to the effect that the Democratic League was allegedly in the process 
of mobilizing the masses to thwart his plan. This clearly means that our 
partv, far from being demobilized after the elections has come closer to the 
masses. 


Today, we can say that after the elections, our numbers have increased, be- 
tween 1982, the date of our special congress, and now, by at least 50. 


[Question] How many members do you now have? 
[Answer] At the present time, we have 20,000 card-carrying members in the 
country. Abroad, we have no less than 2,500 members, most immigrants who are 


in FETAF [expansion unknown], RETSET [expansion unknown] and the Association 
of Senegalese Workers in Bordeaux. 
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In all the eastern counties, in the Ivory Coast and Ghana, to mention only 
these countries in West Africa, elections proved that we had at least ten 
times as many voters as memberS of our party. One specific example: Today, 
we control Niodior Island entirely.-. I visited the island only four months 
ago and was received by the entire v®:lage which has 4,000 inhabitants. 
Today -- and this is significant -- a pirogue was built and named after the 
first secretary of the LD-MPT. That is why®ve say that for us. the elections 
were truly a springboard, enabling the party té*nenetrate the masses in gen- 
eral and the real masses in particular especially"), the rural areas. 


Our congress, which expects to meet with a minimum of 750 delegates, will 
demonstrate this. Our women's movement today has not only gained national 
status but also international status and is in touch with most affiliated 
women's movements, particularly the Democratic Federation of Women (FIDI). 
Our youth movement does not let a month go by without an anti-imperialist 
demonstration in support of the members of SWAPO, the ANC, the PLO, without 
numerous activities in behalf of peace and disarmament. In other words, our 
party today can validly boast of being one of the opposition parties that 
came out of the elections in the best shape. 


[Question] You have spoken of both horizontal and vertical unity with the 
patriotic opposition. Can you tell us what you think of unity of action 
with the Marxist groups and why you, who have such good relations with 
President Mamadou Dia, have not joined the ranks of the Suxali Rewmi Front, 
especially since certain Marxist groups that belong to the front thought that 
your party, when the front was formed, constituted a block to unity of action 
within the framework of such unity. 


[Answer] Very good. Actually the problem of unity at our level has to do 
with party strategy. In other words, it implies a procedure, a tactic, which 
you could even call the tactic of "small steps." Our belief is that unity, 
both among Marxists and on the patriotic level, will progress as we overcome 
the contradictions existing between the different political groups. Our 

party believes, for historic and circumstantial reasons relating to the Marx- 
ists, that organic unity is a maximum toward which we are moving, with tacti- 
cal unity constituting a minimum that we can immediately achieve based on 
agreement on specific problems having to do with the defense of the interests 
of the working masses. This is possible and our partners, the PAI and the PIT 
[Independence and Labor Party], understand this so well that at the present 
time, the least that I can say about our three organizations is that the at- 
mosphere is becoming more relaxed. 


With regard to patriotic unity in general and unity within the Suxali Rewmi 
Front in particular, as I said previously organic unity in the patriotic 
opposition seems to me to be a maximum which would now be premature or which 
could even be an obstacle. The position of the Democratic League, on the 
contrary, is the best guarantee against a failure of that patriotic grouping, 
without considering the degree of organization of each of the parties con- 
sidered and their tactic at the time. That is why we are working in behalf 
of a simple anti-imperialist action front. 
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Here we salute the lucidity of the founding members of the Suxali Rewm Front 
who have just accepted the initial proposal of the Democratic League, consist-- 
ing of creating a broad framework respecting the independence of organization, 
thought and the different elements of the Front. That is what has been called 
the Framework for Unity of Action of the Forces of Opposition (CUAFO), 

formed about two weeks ago. We have always worked for such a framework and 
that is what we proposed (...). 


[Question] What are the political groups in CUAFO? 


[Answer] The Democratic League, the parties of the Suxali Rewmi Front -- 
that is, the PAI, the PPS [Senegalese People's Party], the LCT [expansion 
unknown], the MDP [People's Democratic Movement for Self-Management Socialism] 
and the UDP [Union for a People's Democracy], which, like us is not part of 
the Suxali Rewmi Front and And Jef. That is the framework of unity of action 
that respects independence of organization, thought and action of each of the 
component parts and enables the group as a whole to unite behind a minimal 
platform of anti-imperialist struggle. 


[Question] That implies sabotage of the Suxali Rewmi Front as a basic organ- 
ization. 


[Answer] No, it is a full member of the Framework for the Unity of Anti- 
imperialist Action as a front. And the parties that form it are in it as 
parties also. This clearly means, in the bylaws of the Framework for Unity 
of Action, that the position is taken by a two-thirds majority. Once the 
decision is made by a two-thirds majority, anv party that is not part and 
parcel of the decision is free to make its own decision as a party, but the 
decision binds the Framework, which yields to a two-thirds majority. 


Do you know why we included that clause? It was quite simply in order not 

to be guilty of the waivering of the COSU [Coordination of the United Senega- 
lese Opposition], which followed the consensus rule allowing a veto. With 
the two-thirds rule, the veto is no longer possible here. As soon as these 
two-thirds of the CUAFO members agree, one can hold meetings, stage marches, 
sign petitions, mobilize any possible democratic organizations that would be 
affected by the Framework. We therefore believe that this Framework is more 
suitable, for it makes it possible to respect the specificities of the organ- 
izations. 


[Question] Some of your members believe that the congress should review your 
system of recruiting, which is highly haphazard and very anarchic. It is even 
said that it is easier to have a card from the LD than from the PIT and and Jef. 
In the last elections, you even had imams and particularly colorful local fi- 
gures. 


iAnswer] Very good. I can forgive those who make such statements. ‘Why? 
Because they are not of the same ideological school as we are. If they are 
Leninists, they should know that the working methods of the Democratic League 
are essentially Leninist. What does that mean? For us, the party is a minor- 
ity that is formed out of contact with the masses. This means that our party 
includes what we call the militants. 
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In order to be a militant in the Democratic League. one has to have belonged to 
the League for at least 12 months and have accomplished the essential tasks 
during those 12 months. Performing the tasks means: paying dues, completing 
ideological training provided by the party school and its branches. From that 
time on, one can realize that there is in fact the party and the masses which 
the party influences in an organized manner or not. That is why we included 

in our statutes, which are based on the principle of democratic centralism, 

two situations. In every CERTI you can read the two situations. First of 

all, you have the situation of supporter. When one is a supporter, one is not 
yet a party member. One is a trainee, an observer. It is these supporters 
whom the others consider as elements that we have attracted from just anywhere, 
in any manner, without anv requirements. | 


It is therefore all the sympathizers upon whom the party draws that we put in 
the category of supporters and who at the same time form a breeding ground 
for the party, for its recruiting, now as party members. These supporters do 
not vote because state parties would then become a mass party and the basic 
decisions linked to the ideology could be distorted. They are not eligible. 
They are only informed and trained in time. 


This means, when we tell you that the LD-MPT now has 20,000 members, that the 
communist, Marxist hard core does not exceed 5.000 members. But these 5,000 
are brought into the structures. In all districts, we have rank-and-file 
committees with at leas > members, but those 25 members are headed by 5 mili- 
tants who are the hard core of the party, who can be mobilized at any time and 
who constitute the bulwark of the party. It is these 5 militants who observe 
the supporters and at the end of a year, they make a report on every supporter. 
The Central Committee rules and decides that so and so is ready to be a party 
militant. The card now contains the status of militant. 


That is why I was saying that those who criticize that method of recruiting 

are not acquainted with Leninist methods of work and it is that lack of know- 
ledge that has always caused Marxist parties in Senegal to be presented to 

the masses as ill-adapted, as parties the Senegalese do not want, parties that 
are foreign to the very Senegalese culture. The fact is that from the methodo- 
logical standpoint, the first Marxist-Leninist groups did not know how to 
analyze the Senegalese society, how to approach the Senegalese people, how to 
ensure that the bourgeois propaganda that presented the Marxist as a devil was 
erroneous. We have shown it by emphasizing in a very simple way to the masses 
in general what Marxism is, what communism is, that it is not a devil with a 
knife between his teeth. That is what has made the peasants say that what they 
have always been told about the communists was not true. 


[Question] In this connection, how have you resolved the religious question? 


[Answer] We resolved it from the start in our statutes. First of all, our 
revolution does not pose the problem of religion today as a problem of means 

in Senegal. With respect to the changes that have come about, religion is not 
now an obstacle. The main enemy of our revolution is not religion. As we 
speak, religion is not an obstacle for a communist party until it comes time to 
build real socialism. But in this transitional phase, in which we must simply 
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recover our national resources in order to redistribute them to nationals, 
ensure that the national product is redistributed fairly, see that the Senega- 
lese regains his dignity through his national languages, the problem of reli- 
gion is not posed on any level. 


[Question] Does this mean that as a Marxist-Leninist party, you bring atheism 
into question? 


[Answer] Absolutely not! We simply say that it is not timely with respect to 
the revolution which Senegal requires. The change which Senegal requires 

does aot demand that one be an atheist to work in our party, that one be an 
unbeliever to work in our party. We say that it is enough that the Senegalese 
agree to fight the exploitation of man by man. People always forget that this 
is the basis of Marxism-Leninism. It is enough that the Senegalese agree to 
fight oppression, that they agree to fight the imperialism that prevents us 
from being ourselves, so that the change we are demanding, the revolution, may 
come about. 


The following phase, that of the construction of the communist society, which 
is not yet on the agenda -- and this is extremely important -- it is this 
phase that will require the pitted struggle against all the obscurantist 
forces. 


[Question] Including religion? 


[Answer] Including religion. But the national democratic revolution, which 
is the phase which the Senegalese revolution truly demands, does not require 
a direct fight with religion; on the contrary. 


Bathily Replaces Sane 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 9 Apr 84 p 4 
[Article by Mouhamadou M. Dia] 


[Text] The first regular congress of the Democratic League-Movement for the 
Labor Party (LD-MPT) was held Saturday and Sunday at the Magic Cinema in 
Dakar. 


Over a thousand delegates and observers from all the regions of the country 
attended, along with many guests, including representatives of tue Union of 
Cameroonian Peoples (UPC), the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization 
(AAPSO), and representatives of all the opposition parties and countries 
except for And-Jef, the PAIM [African Party for the Independence of the 
Masses] and the PIT. 


Representatives of unions such as the UTLS [expansion unknown], the SUTELEC 
{expansion unknown] and the Suxali-Rewmi Front also participated in the 
congress, which, following the speech by the first secretary from Cape Verde, 
El Hadj Massar Gueye, who welcomed regional and foreign delegations, was 
solemnly opened by Abdoulaye Bathily, fourth party secretary. 
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In his speech, Bathily thanked the different parties that responded to the 
invitation of the LD-MPT. For him, it is a necessary task to reaffirm the 
bonds of cooperation between the different parties of the "patriotic opposi- 
tion." 


Reviewing the international situation, Bathily pointed to the threat posed by 
the armaments race and the subversive independence activities. He then 
evoked the effects of the crisis on Senegal and then declared the congress 
formally open. 


It is a congress which, in his opinion, will be a turning point for the 
fruition of his party. 


All representatives of the political parties or organizations invited next 
spoke, nearly all emphasizing the need for unity of the opposition in order 

to confront imperialism. Certain speakers even announced the minimal platform 
on which the union will be based. 


LD-MPT leaders, represented by Mbaba Guisse, who presided over the session, 
made some clarifications following certain proposals, but also stated that 
they were noting all those formulated. 


Following these different speeches, punctuated by songs by the Jalarbi troupe, 
Babacar Sane, first party secretary, spoke and presented the general report 
of the Central Committee a condensed 28-page document. 


The report contains three parts: The first analyzes the international situa- 
tion, the second the national situation, and the third considers the activities 
of the party and ends with a structural outline of the political organ. 


Structural Crisis 


In the first part of the Central Committee report, the persistence of a struc- 
tural crisis of capitalism raging since the early 1970's and resulting in 

in monetary and financial difficulties is examined. These difficulties in- 
clude inflaticn and an economic recession having catastrophic consequences 

for our country. 


For the Central Committee of the LD-MPT, the crisis caused imperialism (led 

by the United States) to use a policy of terror, aggression, provocation agains 
against liberation movements and slander of socialist countries, whose situa- 
tion is thus distorted. 


This situation, the report concludes, must summon "the forces of progress" 
to be vigilant and united with the socialist community. The task of anti- 
imperialist militants is therefore to fight for peace and disarmament in 
supporting Soviet and socialist moves (Prague Appeal) against the action of 
social democrats. 


The report concludes by noting that what happens beyond our borders still has 
an effect on our country and must therefore be examined in accordance with two 
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principles: independence of thought and action of the party and proletarian 
internationalism. 


The second part of the report begins by situating the past decade, which has 
been affected by a crisis extending to all sectors of social life. The rea- 
sons for this crisis are mainly, the report says, foreign capital's control 
over our economy, the single-crop economy based on peanuts and, quite recently, 
the infiltration of capitalism into the agricultural sector. 


The solution to this crisis can only come, the report adds, from an anti- 
imperialist option. The report then paints a black picture of the national 
Situation and the living conditions of the working masses, concluding that 
only a class struggle will put an end to neocolonialism. 


Satisfactory Record 


The Central Committee made an appeal for cohesion in the ranks of the opposi- 
tion, emphasizing that the LD-MPT is always open to any action for unity of 
the opposition. 


The third part of the report takes up the activities of the party and concludes 
with a sketch of the (future) party structures. Initially, the report makes 

a succinct balances sheet of the three years of legal struggle of the LD-MPT 
which, it says, is satisfactory if one considers the party's foothold in eight 
regions of the country, the existence of 20 departmental sections and women's 
and youth movements (MDF and MDJ). 


It concludes with a review of the social and political situation of the LD-MDT 
and of the Senegalese political scene, but also emphasizes the inadequacies 

in the action of the different party structures. Considering this situation, 
the report stresses the need for perseverance in the development effort, action 
and responsibility. 


In its second section, the report presents certain proposals for structural 
reforms capable of ensuring effective operation of party organs. It also 


includes proposed bylaws and defines the most immediate ideological tasks. 


In conclusion, the report urges members ''to dedicate themselves to the point 
of sacrifice in order to make the revolution triumph." 


New Political Bureau 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 9 Apr 84 p 4 


[Text] Following the work of the regular congress, the Central Committee and 
the new Political Bureau of 25 members were elected. 


The Political Bureau elected a new permanent secretariat of the nine-member 
Central Committee, including Secretary General Abdoulaye Bathily, who thus 
becomes the new leader of the LD-MPT. 











The members of the permanent secretariat are: secretary general, Abdoulaye 
Bathily; deputy secretary general, Mbaba Guisse; secretary for foreign rela- 
tions, Mamadou Ndoye; secretary for organization, Mbaye Diack: secretary in 
charge of relations with unions and enterprise committees, Tidiane Mane; 
secretary in charge of ideological and political training, Famara Sarr; 
secretary in charge of the press and information, Yoro De; secretary in 
charge of finances, Mamadou Diouf "Padre"; secretary for economic affairs, 
Boubacar Kamara. 


We shall come back to changes made in LD-MPT organs. 
Party Claims Policies Unchanged 

Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 10 Apr 84 p 5 

[Article by Mouhamadou M. Dia] 


[Text] The First Congress of the LD-MPT, which came to a close two davs ago, 
was essentially marked by the replacement of Babacar Sane at the head of the 
party by Abdoulaye Bathily (former fourth secretary). 


The rapid rise of Bathily roused great comment in the country's political 
circles, which is why we questioned members of the permanent secretariat of 

the Central Committee, of which Bathily is the newly-elected secretary general. 
The latter responded to our questions in the presence of other members of the 
party's executive organ. 


According to Bathily, the LD-MPT has a collegial leadership within the frame- 

work of which and depending on the circumstances a given member may be called 

upon to assume a given responsibility. In his opinion, it is from this stand- 
point that one should perceive change at the head of his party, which retains 

the same political line. 


In answer to the question of why the Political Bureau (highest party organ 
after the congress) has expanded from 19 to 25 members, Bathily said that 

it was in answer to a democratic requirement that imposes, along with develop- 
ment of the party, expansion of its base of reflection in order to provide 

a more solid basis for decisions. It was for that reason that the Central 
Committee was also expanded. 


Questioned about the possible reasons for the absence of the PIT and And-Jef 
parties (invited to the congress), the secretary general of the LD-MPT noted 
that this question should rather be directed to leaders of the two parties, 
who alone know the reasons why they did not respond to the invitation. For 
Dathily, the change in party leadership is not the sign of any radicalization 
because the congress confirmed the previous party line. 








Observers See Change as Radical 
Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 10 Apr 84 p 5 
[Article by A. D.] 


[Text] According to observers of the national political scene, changes within 
the leadership of the LD-MPT are marked by the seal of radicalization. The 
political profile of those newly promoted by the new permanent executive 
secretary bears this out. It is indeed the most noteworthy elements of the 
League's "hard wing" that moved to the front rank, eclipsing the "politicians" 
of whom Babacar Sane was, if not the leader, then at least the highest repre- 
sentative. 


This radicalization is mainly illustrated by the surprising promotion of Abdou- 
laye Bathily, who was finally chosen as the compromise solution between the 
Ndoye faction (Mamadou Ndoye, former head of the SUDES [Sole Democratic Trade 
Union of Senegalese Teachers]) and the Sane faction. 


Bathily has never been considered as a leader, but he is described as a mili- 
tant with very definite ideological leanings. He would be anti-Sane in the 
sense that his predecessor was more open to dialogue with other Marxists and 
"natriots'" of the opposition and more courteous to those not sharing his 
political opinions. 


A more pronounced sectarianism and even sharper extremism in the political 
line of the LD-MPT in the near future would surprise no one. This fact, now 
to be reckoned with, somewhat shadows the prospects of interopposition nego- 
tiations and those between Marxists! 


11464 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


FAVORABLE AND CRITICAL COMMENT ON U.S. ROLE 
Praise for Shultz 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 21 Feb 84 p 20 « 


[Text] The strongly positive speech on South Africa in Boston at the end of 
last week by the American secretary of state George Shultz was clearly an 
attempt to silence critics of Reagan's policy of constructive involvement and 
to show to what extent that policy has already been successful. 


Mr Shultz once again pointed out that the policy is not only aimed at South 
Africa, but at the entire subcontinent, where there are now clear indications 
that there are attempts being made at peaceful cooperation, thanks in part to 
American influence. He cited the discussions between South Africa and 
Mozambique and between South Africa and Angola as examples. 


ln adddition, Mr Shultz also gave the South African government credit for 
committing itself to a more just system in the country. 


As a whole, the speech is a strong support of Reagan's policies and of Dr 
Chester Crocker, the assistant secretary who has been involved with them for 
year at both the practical and the diplomatic levels. It is a complete 
contradiction of the Russian press agency, Tass, which recently said that Dr 
Crocker's attempts have been entirely unsuccessful. 


As long is progress is being made on the path of peace in Southern Africa and 
the American government retains a positive attitude toward the steps being 
taken by South Africa to create a more just system, the policy of constructive 
involvement should be welcomed. 
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DIE AFRIKANER Criticism 
Pretoria DIE AFRIKANER in Afrikaans 15 Feb 84 p 6 
(Editorial: "South Africa Is Ultimate Goal"] 


[Text] In the current political hubbub about Namibia, Mozambique, Angola and 
South Africa with the American busybodies--now in the foreground, now in the 
background--certain facts are conveniently forgotten by the Botha government 
and its journalistic prompters and imitators: the African countries concerned 
are under the heel of communism, and their intention is to establish black 
communist governments in Namibia and South Africa. Nothing less will satisfy 
them and their Russian empire bosses. 


In the list ten years, with the aid of the United States, Britain and the 

South African National Party government, the communists have succeeded in 
removing three southern African states bordering on South Africa from South 
Africa's sphere of influence and subjecting them to communist rule: Mozambique, 
Angola and Zimbabwe. The strategy was discernable all along: in order to get 
at South Africa, the countries along its borders first had to be brought under 
enemy control. 


South Africa is to be saved for the last, when it has been morally, 
diplomatically and militarily confused, weakened and humiliated. 


That is the heart of current rumblings about Namibia. Namibia is an essential 
part of South Africa, with the South African flag flying there and with South 
African soldiers fighting and dying there. Now it is to be severed off and 
put under communist rule as part of that strategy. To say that South Africa 
never did have sovereignty over Namibia, as Mr P.W. Botha now claims, is 
simply the rationalization of this government's cowardly failure to stand by 
the policy of all South African governments from 1919 till 1967. Even the 
National Press newspaper wrote the following about Namibia as recently as 
October 1966: "This is our country, these are our people." And it added: 

"If the UN touches Namibia, we'll shoot." 


Botha s government now represents a turnabout away from this policy to the 
role of lackey to the American state department. 


The leftist forces in the American state department who are now negotiating 
through Dr Chester Crocker to bring about "peace" between South Africa and its 
communist neighbors must be judged by their track records. 


These leftist forces in American foreign policy were the ones who delivered 
China to Mao Tse Tung'’s communists in the forties; Cuba in the sixties to 
Castro's communists; Vietnam in the seventies to Ho Chi Minh's communists. 


[t was those leftist forces who--through the intercession of that suspicious 
Dr Henry Kissinger's pressure on Vorster's government--made sure that 
white-governed Rhodesia was put on the road to a black-governed communist 
state. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PAPER COMMENTS ON USSR, GDR TIES WITH ANC 
MDB021250 Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 2 May 84 p 11 


[Article by John Battersby in London: "Isolation Drives a Wedge Between ANC, 
Eastern Bloc"] 


[Text] Eastern bloc sponsors of the banned African National Congress are try- 
ing to avert a split in the organisation as the squeeze by black Frontline 
States begins to hurt. 


According to informed diplomatic sources in London, both East Germany and the 
Soviet Union--the main backers of the ANC and SWAPO--are deeply concerned at 
recent developments in Southern Africa which have led to the growing isola- 
tion of the ANC and its 22-year-old armed struggle. 


And as Frontline States cut back material and logistic support to the Southern 
African liberation organisations, the Soviets and East Germans are ready to 
fill the vacuum by stepping up support to both the ANC and SWAPO. 


The sources say that both Moscow and East Berlin have been surprised at the 
readiness of the Frontline States to support actively the Nkomati accord 
between South Africa and Mozambique and the ceasefire initiative with Angola 
in deed, if not entirely, in word. 


Acknowledging the major diplomatic coup by Pretoria, Africa experts in the 
Eastern Bloc are understood to be recommending the stepping-up of military and 
material aid to the ANC in response to what they see as a developing crisis, 
which could be a major setback for the "armed struggle." 


But the Soviets and East Germans are facing a major dilemma after recent de- 
velopments in Southern Africa. 


While wanting to step up their support for SWAPO and the ANC they do not want 
to alienate the Frontline States--Angola--with which they still have good 
relat ons. 


They are also concerned about what they believe to be a threatening split in 
the ANC between pragmatists, who feel the time has come to wind-down the armed 
struggle in favour of stepping-up the diplomatic initiative, and hard-liners 
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including the South African Communist Party, which is loyal to 
Moscow. 


The Eastern bloc observers believe such a split would weaken the ANC at a 
crucial time and would damage the Soviet cause in Southern Africa which they 
acknowledge has already suffered a serious setback. 


The Soviets and East Germans are also discouraged at their lack of success 
in advising Frontline States not to enter into nonaggression pacts with 
Pretoria. 


But while eastern diplomats acknowledge Pretoria's latest initiative as a 
temporary victory they believe it is caught in a vice in the long-term. 


If the initiative does not success and the ANC is able to maintain the armed 
struggle, Pretoria will come under increasing pressure to make fundamental 
changes inside the country, they argue. 


At a one-day summit between the six Frontline States, the ANC and SWAPO at 
Arusha in Tanzania at the weekend the liberation movements failed to win the 
material and logistic support they were looking for and came away only with 
rhetoric re-affirming the frontline's "total commitment to the liberation 
struggle." 


The Arusha communique combined its promises of moral and diplomatic support 
for the ANC and SWAPO with thinly veiled--although not direct--support for 
Mozambique and Angola in their detente initiatives with Pretoria. 


But it was not moral and political support and ANC President Mr Oliver Tambo 
and SWAPO leader Mr Sam Nujoma were looking for. 


Since the signing of the Nkomati accord--and subsequent Frontline backing for 
it--the ANC is facing increasing isolation in the sub-continent as fighters 
of its military wing--Umkahonto we Sizwe--are driven further north to seek a 
new United Nations-sanctioned refugee status in Tanzania. 


Increasingly the southern ring of Frontline States--Angola, Botswana, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, and Mozambique--are pursuing their newly-acquired vested interest 
in peace and stability in the region. 


These developments have forced the ANC to reassess its strategy of armed 
struggle against Pretoria and has led to divisions in the organisation. 


It is understood that ANC pragmatists believe the time is ripe for stepping 

up its activities inside South Africa and directing the energies of the ex- 
ternal organisation more along diplomatic channels than waging an armed liber- 
ation struggle. 


They believe it is in the ANC's interests to work more closely with groups 
inside South Africa working for fundamental reforms--such as trade unions and 
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the United Democratic Front--and to prepare for what they regard as an inevit- 
able and necessary evil--negotiations with Pretoria. 


But hard-liners argue that it is vital to keep up the pressure on Pretoria 
with an active revolutionary movement if the pace of internal change is to be 
accelerated. 


They believe that if Pretoria succeeds in its current initiative to demil- 
itarise the ANC the momentum towards change will be lost and Pretoria will 
have brought years of time defusing the pressure for fundamental change. 


In this internal division Mr Tambo is seen as a moderate who has always 
argued against indiscriminate violence in the armed struggle although still 
committed to maintaining the military wing. 


Mr Tambo recently dismissed attempts by Pretoria and some Frontline leaders 
to re-define the role of the ANC as a civil rights movement rather than an 
armed liberation movement arguing that blacks in South Africa had no con- 
stitutional channels to campaign for full political rights. 


Pretoria is understood to be waging a major diplomatic campaign in western 
capitals aimed at pressuring western governments to cut ties with the ANC-- 
particularly in countries where the ANC has diplomatic offices. 


On Friday the prime minister, Mr P. W. Botha, called on the British Government 
to act against the ANC which has a major. office in London. 


While a clause in the Prevention of Terrorism Act--passed recently by the 
British Parliament--provides for the limited detention-without-trial of sus- 
pected terrorists in Britain--other than the IRA--cabinet minister have given 
assurances to concerned antiapartheid groups that it is not intended to be 
used to curb the diplomatic operations of SWAPO and the ANC in London. 


This week the Australian opposition called on the Australian Government to 
end its support for the ANC which recently opened offices in that country. 


Zambia's President Kenneth Kaunda has advised SWAPO not to provide the ANC 
with bases if it comes to power in Namibia and other Frontline State leaders 
have made it clear that self-interest must supersede emotional end fraternal 
ties with the ANC. 


East Germany has close relations with the ANC and SWAPO which it regards as 
legitimate liberation movements. 


While most of the ANC's military hardware comes from the Soviet Union, East 
Germany also provides some small arms as well as educational, medical and 
“humanitarian” aid. 


The ANC and SWAPO both have major offices in East Berlin enjoying the status 
of diplomatic missions. 











There has been speculation in diplomatic circles that if the Frontline 
squeeze forced the ANC to abandon its headquarters in Lusaka it could switch 
its international headquarters to the East German capital. 


The only remaining alternative in Southern Africa qould be the Tanzanian 
capital of Dar-es-Salaam where the Pan-African Congress maintains a nominal 
headquarters. 


CSO: 3400/927 


66 








SOUTH AFRICA 


ROLE OF BLACK TRADE UNIONS 


Johannesburg DIE VADERLAND in Afrikaans 13 Feb 84 p 10 


[Column "My Opinion" by Johan S. Liebenberg: "Black Unions' Choice: 
Democracy or the Poland Option" ] 


[Text] The BMW car company enjoys an especially favorable public opinion in 
our country. It was the first to directly ignore international pressure to 
withdraw its investments in South Africa and substantially expand its 
interests here. It treats its workers, especially its black workers, very 
well, among the best in the country. 


when the National Automobile Allied Workers confronted it with unreasonable, 
politically inspired demands for pay raises, the bulk of public sympathy was 
on BMW's side. The strike cost the workers dearly in lost wages, ten were 
fired, and the rest of the 1500 voted to return to work. 


The union lost that round. 


The strike and its results are a good illustration of what has happened with 
black unions in the development of the system and of the interaction of 
influences and circumstances. 


The three main figures are the black unions, the employers and the state. And 
each of the three was confronted with important decisions. 


The system of black unions is now facing the decision whether to use its 
bargaining power in behalf of its people within the capitalist democratic 
economy, or whether it should join in the battle to overthrow the status quo 
in favor of a system in which the union no longer has bargaining power: the 
Poland option. 


Since they have been excluded from the system of free competition and the 
advantages which it offers, their antagonism toward it is understandable. And 


Since the union cannot-——-and does not want to!--withdraw into a sealed-off 
compartment of politics, the forces which bear on it are great. 


For instance, Mr Lybon Tiyani Mabasa, president of Azapo [Azanian People's 
Organization], has publically stated very clearly that the black unions should 
add their weight to the "revolutionary movement". Azapo is obviously anti- 
capitalist. 
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The actions of black unions thus far has been a mixture of bargaining for 
better working conditions and serving as a political pressure group. 


A good example of the latter is the fact that most of them refuse to register, 
yet they still have succeeded in forcing the employers to recognize them and 
negotiate with them. In doing so, they are ostentatiously working outside the 
"system". Even more: they force the employer, who is part of the democratic 
state and system, to deny the status quo through recognition of the union. 


According to experts in labor relations, however, there are increasing 

indications that the black unions are starting to realize what the Poland 
Option will mean for them. They are no longer quite so enthusiastic about 
rejecting the free market system and are more willing to adapt and learn. 


The employer is a Siamese twin of the union. It is essential to his survival 
to win black unions over to the free market system. 


The employer was initially intimidated by the massive joining of black unions 
and thus was inclined to make too many concessions. Of course, the 
unavoidable happened. 


It was the gigantic Barlow Rand group that thwarted this development most 
resolutely. This was all the more striking since Barlow Rand was a pioneer in 


recognzing and negotiating with (unregistered) black unions. 


The balance of power has been restored to a certain extent and, according to 


all indications, 1983 saw fewer strikes and a greater willingness among the 
black unions to make use of statutory bargaining channels. 


Still, it would be misleading to think that the unions have now been converted 
to capitalism and democracy. The sluggish economy and inflation have made 
jobs more attractive. If you leave, there are plenty of others who want to 
take your place for less than you earned. Therefore it was cheaper for the 
black worker to take his grievances to the labor court than to lose his wages 
by striking. Or, even worse, to be dismissed, something which employers are 
starting to do more frequently with illegal strikers. 


The greatest burden to train and win the black unions for the free market 
system still rests on the shoulders of the employer. He has the most to 
lose...and to gain. 


The state should remain in the background as much as possible and merely 
provide the necessary machinery and channels for bargaining. 


But that machinery already has had to be weakened significantly. The most 
important consideration of the Wiehahn report on the recognition of black 
unions, that is, to get them into the system and subject them to the 
discipline of labor legislation, still is far from being achieved. On the 
contrary, it was the legislator who had to make adjustments and concessions in 
order to accommodate the unregistered unions. 
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povernment was severely criticized when, at one stage, there were 
irge-scale arrests of militant union leaders under security laws. 

[t is quite possible that there was an overreacticn. But it is just as true 
that there was a stream of political militants into the leadership positions 
in the black unions and that the new situation was regarded as an idea! 
opportunity to transplant the "revolution" to the workplace. And it is 
noteworthy that greater peace has return to the black union movement since 
those people were removed. 


also 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


FURTHER ON ROLE OF BLACK TRADE UNIONS 


Pretoria BEELD in Afrikaans 22 Mar 84 Supplement »p VII 


[Report by Cas van Rensburg: "Must Country's Black Unions Become 'Politi- 
cized'?"] 


[Text] Only after South Africa had experienced about 
60 strikes last January in which 26,000 workers were 
involved, the opinion is being expressed now that it 
would be much better if black unions would become "politi- 
cized." This is a new approach which seems unacceptable 
to many people but is supported by, amongst others, 
Professor Nic Wiehahn. Cas van Rensburg reports. 


There might be a hidden flaw in the general fear that in South Africa the 
black unions are becoming politically involved. As a matter of fact, black 
unions really ought to become "politicized" for everyone's benefit. 


This opinion is being expressed after about 60 strikes which South Africa 
experienced in January, in which altogether 26,000 workers were involved, 
and a criticism of the former Mr Worker, Mr Fenie Botha, is part of large- 
scale political defamatory expeditions. 


It is actually the architect of South Africa's current labor system, Professor 
Nic Wiehahn, who thinks that black unions should instead become "politicized." 


The fact that Professor Wiehahn is a man of vision cannot be doubted by 
anyone since his 1979 report. The question is, however, whether he might 
be correct now in the proposal that black unions should have political legs 
to stand on, 


Curious History 


Indeed, there is already concern that under the new labor legislation the 
unions already have sufficient power to plough under government authority. 


The fact that black workers officially are allowed to be called /employees/ 
now for the first time since 1979 and thus also can belong to unions still 
shocks many people who have grown up with the traditional union concept 
as it was transplanted from the United Kingdom in the early years and stayed 
on the same course long after the British "red" unions and the Labor Party 
had become anonymous. 


People are afraid that the free admission of blacks to unions might perhaps 
create the opportunity to build a political power base. 
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The unions in South Africa, since their start in the eighties of the last 
century, have had a curious history. On the one hand, for a long time there 
was the so-called pragmatic approach of fun--in spite of people such as 
General Smuts not being a matter of fun--a typical British Colonial attitude. 


This attitude continued until the twenties, when labor unrest and civil 
disturbance caused the state to intervene. It is interesting to note that 
each time it was the Afrikaner leaders with their more fundamental thinking 
who were the cause of greater and greater government involvement. 


That is why the state has had almost complete control over unions in the 
past twenty years since the fifties and up to the Wiehahn report--with so 
much success that leftists of the late sixties and early seventies talked 
about that time as the "period of survival." In other words, they tried 
to hold their own. 


Admission Refused 


These days it is in all respects seen as a victory in certain circles that 
government involvement has decreased because of the vision of Mr Botha and 
Professor Wiehahn. There are others, however, who think that it could actually 
lead to large-scale unrest. 


Professor Roux van der Merwe of the University of Port Elizabeth is one 
of the people who think that the state should not intervene in labor rela- 
tions. In OPTIMA, the paper of Anglo-American and De Beers, he writes: 
"Above all, the state should stay out of labor relations." 


Where does a person stand with that? 


First of all, until 1979 it was definitely a paradox to say that South Africa 
had a free market system while the state was involved in the labor system 
to a great extent. Professor Wiehahn would agree with this, as well as 
Professor Van der Merwe. Professor Van der Merwe writes in OPTIMA that 
South Africa's professed adherence to the free market system would not be 
able to withstand careful examination. For blacks it continued to be a 
system which continually denied them admission. They are not even considered 
to be employees in our code of law. 


Second, it is certain that politics has always played a role in black unions 
and is of course still doing so. "There are always political overtones 
in industrial relations, but nowhere are they more obvious than in South 
Africa where the broader needs of black communities are inseparably inter- 
twined with labor issues," says Professor Van der Merwe. 


Unfortunately much of the political involvement had a communist tint due 
to the history of the development of unions. That is the case even today. 


On 27 January of this year Mr Lybon Tiyani Mabasa, chairman of the black 
consciousness movement AZAPO [Azanian People's Organization], wrote with 
his primarily socialist vocabulary in the RAND DAILY MAIL that the "revolution- 
ary consciousness" of blacks had to be aroused and that unions are recognized 
as instruments with which the redistribution of power can be brought about. 
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Such a position is indeed oil on the fire of the anti-union faction in South 
Africa, especially when taking into account that union federations such 
as FOSATU (Federation of SA Trade Unions with its almost 100,000 members) 
and CUSA (Council of Unions of SA with eight unions and also 100,000 members) 
get money from abroad. The latter union federation is also strongly concen- 
trating on "black consciousness" and many now have ties with Mr Mabasa's 
AZAPO. 


Add to this the fact that just about 4 percent of the black workers (Profes- 
sor Wiehahn estimates that to be 10 percent) belong to trade unions and 
that this is thus a proportionately small number which can play a large 
role in strikes, and one will understand why many people become nervous. 


Perhaps Too Big a Slice 


According to informed observers it is clear that the hand of the prohibited 
South African Communist Party is always present in some of the unions. For 
instance, former members of SACTU [South African Congress of Trade Unions] 
(which is now underground and which was one of the organizations involved 
in the drawing up of the Freedom charter in Kliptown), NUSAS (National Union 
of South African Students) and the Wages Committee of the latter played 
a big role in the founding of various unions which still exist now. SACTU 
is acknowledged by the ANC, amongst others, as its workers' front. Many 
of the unions which had been founded by the Communist Party of South Africa 
(its name before it was prohibited) still exist, such as for example the 
Food and Canning Workers' Union. 


Against this background, Professor Wiehahn's theory of a greater politici- 
zing of black unions looks like too big a slice to bite off. 


However, he says there is something wrong with the fear of politics in trade 
unions, for it opens the field for communism. Trade unions are becoming 
more and more politicized with the wrong ideology. With our current policy, 
South Africa is playing into the hands of Communism which prefers the black 
worker to be ignorant. 

In order to educate the black worker and "ideologize him,” it would be much 
better to oppose the ideology of the communists to that of the free market 
system, 


That agrees with the views in Professor van der Merwe's article. "As an 
inescapable lesson of recent history the unions should realize that, where 
the free market system has been replaced by state-controlled socialism, 
the unions have lost their function," he said and referred to Poland, amongst 
others, 


Professor Wiehahn says again that it is umavoidable that black unions become 
politicized with the wrong ideology while the whites remain ignorant because 
of their obsolete view that the union movement and politics must be separated. 
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Professor Wiehahn says that he doesn't fear at all that black unions will 
"take over." All sorts of factors work against that in South Africa. The 
labor market is not amenable to unions and black people are not union cons- 
cious. There is a high labor mobility and a man who yesterday was still 
working in construction will be working in the textile industry tomorrow. 


There is also a great degree of ethnicity which prevents unions from getting 
started. Also the white man is no longer the common enemy. 


It is meaningless to ‘ell union members that they should not talk politics. 
Unions are always in.s.ved with politics. Instead, the question is: What 
do you do about it yourself and what is the subject of that politicizing? 
says Professor Wiehahn. 


The state no longer controls the unions. Now it is a matter between employer 
and employee, as it should be. It is true that many employers don't under- 
stand this yet and expect the government to solve their problems. Everything 
indicates, however, that employers will have to become increasingly involved. 
Unions are not involved in all the strikes, but employers are. 


Thus, it would be to their advantage if the free market system not only 
took its course but also were presented in a new educational process as 
the best for the worker himself. Further, it should not be done in a hesi- 
tant manner, but as a countermeasure to communist thought. 


And this would mean that unions would become politicized--a thought which 
will not easily be accepted in certain circles. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


FUND ESTABLISHED TO CONTINUE DIE PATRIOT 
Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans Feb 84 p 2 


[Text] A press fund has been established by the executive committee of the 
central committee of the Conservative Party [CP] to collect money for 
strengthening its own newspaper, the head secretary, A.C. van Wyk, announced. 


He also reconfirmed that the CP has resolved to continue publication of DIE 
PATRIOT, as the director of the party, Dr A.P. Treurnicht, had indicated in a 
declaration on 14 January. 


In a form letter to subscribers, Van Wyk said that DIE PATRIOT will initially 
appear monthly until sufficient funds are available to permit it to appear 
again at biweekly intervals. 


Voluntary contributions which are deposited to the press fund will be invested 
in trust. A yearly report will be made to the central committee. 


"Every member of the CP and every person who agrees with the CP must accept 

. . . . . ° . t Al 
responsibility for its own newspaper. Otherwise it cannot be published, 
Van Wyk said. 


Everyone who feels the need for the party's own newspaper is requested to send 
six Rands subscription fee for 12 issues of DIE PATRIOT (subscription form 
elsewhere). Help us help you get your own newspaper. 


Since the party must henceforth bear responsibility for expenses of publica- 
tion and distribution of DIE PATRIOT to current and new subscribers, all are 
requested to resubscribe to the paper. 


Precinct committees, branch committees or individuals who wish a number of 
copies for further distribution can order them for 50 cents per copy. 


" . ° ° , : , ; , 
Our press run will be limited for the time being, and precincts who wish 
extra copies for meetings, events or further distribution must send their 
order with payment by the 20th of the preceding month." 


The executive committee of the central committee of the CP now controls the 
future of the newspaper. 


T.G. van Wyk Printers of Pretoria has agreed to publish and print 12 editi 
of the paper and will solicit advertisements to help defray the costs. Any 
profit from the advertisements will be deposited in the press fund. 
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SCUTH AFRICA 


DIE PATRIOT EDITORIAL ASSERTS CP OBJECTIVES 

Pretoria DIE PATRIOT in Afrikaans Feb 84 p 8 

(Editorial: "It Isn't Ichabod!"] 

The questions is asked--sometimes seriously, sometimes in jest--what 


Conservative Party] is going to do when the new constitutional order 
takes effect. Can we still play a role? 


We lost the referendum; our opposition in parliament and in public forums to 
sharing of power and to a multiracial government did not help. And now some 
say that there is nothing more we can do. This is the end. The whites have 
definitively signed away their sovereignty. It is in store for us to be 
co-governed by colored and Indians and, if there is no significant opposition 
by whites, the experiment will be expanded to include urban blacks in the 
consensus government. Non-white domination of whites is then inevitable. 


it is not quite so simple. And not so inevitable, even though Dr Motlana says 
: llengingly: "Whatever you do, we are going to dominate 
uu. It's a shame that I tell you this so straightforwardly"! Even though he 
was applauded for such bravery at Wits University! 


“ar more upsetting is the fact that National Party members of parliament, such 
is Charlie Simkin, tease the CP about the utter uselessness of our resistance 
ind aspirations. Can an Afrikaner, a white man, one of a people which fought 
to its last drop of blood against domination by a foreign government, now 
ddenly accept a non-white government over him? Can you blithely cross out 
the entire struggle and striving for freedom of your people? Can a people 
turn so soft within a couple of years, so blind to political deception, and 
regard its enslavement as liberation and justice? 

le Conservative Party not only says no to such political brainwashing and 
ralysis; we also say yes to the future of the white man. And we also say 


S regaining self-determination for whites. 
[The Conservative Party is going to fight to win the support of the majority 
f whites and thereby to assume control of the projected white house of 
aarliament. We must and shall gain that support democratically. And that can 
r n many people believe. And then we will take the necessary 
t irry out our policies, to restore the whites’ sovereignty and to 
gful separate freedom for non-whites. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN MEDICAL RESEARCH DELEGATION VISITS TAIWAN : 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 15 Feb 84 p 5 
[text] A team of South African medical researchers left yesterday for Taipei 
to exchange knowledge about liver diseases at a colloquium with medical 
researchers from the Republic of China, the Medical Research Council [MNR] 
announced yesterday. 
[he is the first conference of its kind to be held between South Africa and 
the Republic of China since a agreement for dialogue was concluded last year 
between the MNR and the National Science Council in the Republic of China to 
exchange researchers and scientific knowledge. 
[he MNR concluded a similar agreement with Israel's National Council for 

search and Development in 1978. 
lhe South African team, which consists of the country's top medical 
researchers, is being led by Dr P.D.R. van Heerden, vice-president of the MNR, 

its four-day visit to Taipei. The other members are the professors Ralph 

Kirsch and L.R. Purves of the University of Capetown, Bert Myburgh and M.C. 
Kew of the University of Witwatersrand, Wally Prozesky of the University of 
Pretoria and Dr Schalk van Rensburg of the National Research Institute fo1 
Nut i /1Sease l rrow Vally 

iver diseases are to be discussed since the incidence of cancer of the liver 
is high in both countries--in South Africa especially among the blacl 

pulace, which has many carriers of the Hepatitis B-virus [HBV]. 
[The HBV vaccination program undertaken in Eastern Transvaal, among other : 

ices, to reduce the incidence of cancer of the liver in that area, is one of 

CO] { be di issed at the coll quium, South Africa has achieved the 

leading position in the world in vaccination against HBV and, consequently, a 
iga { I tne ve! 





SOUTH AFRICA 


IMPLICATIONS OF MOZAMBIQUE AGREEMENT FOR RELATIONS 
Bloemfontein DIE VOLKSBLAD in Afrikaans 23 Mar 84 p 10 
("Willem Column: "We Don't Choose Our Neighbors' Governments"] 


[Text] All that activity at Nkomati is very good, a valued friend said this 
week, but something is still worrisome, a thought which keeps troubling him: 
what about the Mozambique Resistance Movement? 


This movement, known simply as MNR [Mozambique National Resistance] or among 
the Portuguese-speaking as Renamo, has been giving the FRELIMO Government in 
Mozambique headaches for many years already. It is an anti-communist organi- 
zation which got started with aid from Rhodesia and later--FRELIMO believes-- 
received help from South Africa. Together with the drought and Domoina, 
Renamo's sabotage of the Beira rail~oad and other actions with which it kept 
the FRELIMO Defense Force thoroughly occupied, brought the country to the 
brink of the economic ruin. 


Not HNP [Herstigte Nasionale Party] 


Would it not have been better, argues this friend, if South Africa had decided 
to give full and even open support to Renamo? Then we could have made sure 
that an anti-Marxist government came to power, with whom we could get along 
much better and with ow we could have concluded any treaty we wished. 


This friend is not a HMerstigte member who believes that the Defense Force 
merely putt putts and that South Africa, if it wanted to, could "clean up" 
Africa chop chop all the way to Libya. Because he is a serious person who 
feels a little worried about the changing Southern Africa, his line of thought 
perhaps deserves some consideration. 


Interference 


To start, he is pleading for precisely the kind of action which South Africa 
does not tolerate from its neighbors--interference in the domestic set-up of 
another state. It should certainly be admitted that one country sometimes 
interferes in a neighboring state with a great degree of justification, for 
the sake of its own protection. But to elect that government for him and bol- 
ster it, is blatant imperiali 
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It is not the task of South Africa~--nor within its capacity--to decide who 
should be governing in other African countries. 


Recognize 


It 1s also a misconception to accept that Renamo enjoys popular support 
throughout all of Mozambique. The over 8 million inhabitants belong to 9 
population groups (or 10 if one does not want to include the Shangaans in the 
Tsongas) and in a country with such a low level of literacy there is no ques- 
tion of a party or movement which draws great support throughout all the popu- 
lation variations. When the Portuguese left, they handed over the government 
to FRELIMO, so that now the government of Samora Machel is recognized world- 
wide as the lawful one. At that time there was no other significant pretender 
and one might doubt whether an election--if something like that ever could 
take place in Mozambique--would bring forward another pretender. And even 

if Mozambique is in a miserable economic situation, partly through FRELIMO's 
doing, its hold on the country is not in danger. 


Pothole 


Let's look at the possibilities, in case South Africa were to step into the 
pothole of supporting Renamo fully. 


First, 1t would have to play the same role in Mozambique that the Cubans 
played in Angola to keep the government going. FRELIMO and Renamo would then 
merely be exchanging roles, with FRELIMO back in the bush, where it was before 
the Portuguese gave up. Such a situation would open the sluicegates of aid 
from behind the Iron Curtain, for the Kremlin would smell a Vietnam situation 
for South Africa. 


s@ale it cannot af- 
i de condemna- 


Second it would cost South Africa money and manpower on A 
ford. And, third, it would expose itself once again to 
tion--and this time not undeservedly. 






Risk 


The return would be very small for the tremendous risk, for gratefulness does 
not exactly play a role in international relations. Just think of the aid 
which Leabua Johathan received from South Africa in the form of corn and other 
things. And today there is no sign that he has become in any way attached 

to his benefactors 


The time was now ripe for an agreement with FRELIMO, and South Africa made 
use of that. The drought and other problems might pass for Mozambique, an- 
other president could sit in the White House--for a peace effort with the 
blessing of the United States has much more chance for success than one with- 
out it--and then perhaps Maputo would not have been so desirous for peace. 


7 
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Utilized 


The eyes of the world were on Nkomati, and therefore a positive message was 
carried world-wide for South Africa by representatives of 29 countries, for 
a lot less than the millions with which Dr Connie Mulder and Dr Eschele 
Rhoodie tried to buy good foreign publicity. South Africa has utilized an 
opportunity which, according to all indications, will prove to be to its ad- 
vantage. 


So what about Renamo? Willem doesn't know. It is one of Mozambique's domes- 
tic problems with which it will have to deal without South African help. 
South Africa cannot afford to be sucked into the quicksand of a neighboring 
state's problems. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


COMMENT ON THIS YEAR'S BUDGET 

'DIE BURGER' Comment 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 29 Mar 84 p 26 
(Editorial: "The Budget" ] 


[Text] With the application of his traditionally conservative fiscal and 
monetary policy, which has become a hallmark of Minister Owen Horwood's 
budgets, this year's budget is austere, although fair, in the current circum- 
stances. 


With respect to the individual taxpayer, it is a relief that the income 
taxes won't be higher. What should be remembered, however, is that the 
general sales tax was already raised from 6 to 7 percent earlier this year, 
which made a more lenient budget possible, 


However, the ordinary taxpayer will have to fork out more for beer, ciga- 
rettes, tobacco, luxury articles and cars, while the state will also benefit 
now from transactions with credit cards. An announcement which will not 
be received witi enthusiasm is that fringe benefits will also be taxed as 
of ¥ September. 


The budget does not include many concessions although people with disabilities 
and senior citizens will gain something, and retirement pay will be consider- 
ably improved. No doubt everyone is happy about that. 


The biggest blow in the budget is the increase of the corporate tax from 
46.2 percent to 50 percent. It is not an excessive tax, but business people 
will nevertheless feel unhappy, especially since this could curb industrial 
expansion. 


On the other hand, on the part of the state there is a severe restriction 
on state expenditures--an increase of only l1l./ percent as against the 16 
percent of last year. One cannot dispute the priorities of the government, 
for it turns out that more will be spent on manpower (30 percent), education 
(23 percent) and defense (21.4 percent). The latter expenditures continue 
to be 15 percent of the total budget, and Minister Horwood made the illumi- 
nating remark that the recent peace initiatives cannot immediately cause 
a decrease in defense expenditures--that will only take place in the course 
of time. 
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It is indeed of the utmost importance that further drought aid be given 
to the farmers, especially with larger subsidies on interest debts. Farmers 
who would otherwise have to leave their farms can thus be kept going. Seen 
in its entirety, this is a typical Horwood budget--strict, but moderate 
and fair. Everything which is proposed is within the ability of the country. 
With his conservative fiscal and monetary policy, from which he has never 
deviated, Minister Horwood has kept the country's economy basically healthy. 
If this is his last budget--as some people think--he deserves thanks for 
it. 


Continuing Defense Need 
Johannesburg DIE TRANSVALER in Afrikaans 30 Mar 84 p 12 
(Editorial: "A Price for Peace" ] 


[Text] The South African taxpayer will simply have to accept it as a fact 
of life that a considerable part of the money he annually pours into the 
state treasury by means of taxes will be used for military expenditures. 


In this week's budget 3.8 billion Rands are allowed for that purpose which 
--taking into account the fact that extraordinary demands were made on the 
treasury this year from other regions, the fact that South Africa is not 
in a conventional war, and the fact that this is a government policy to 
limit state spending to a minimum--must be considered very high. 


The fact is, however, that that expenditure is necessary and continues to 
be so~-even if the current peace initiative is pursued to the stage where 
South Africa has peace agreements with every country south of the equator. 


It should never be forgotten that the peace initiatives are possible precisely 
because South Africa is able to negotiate from a position of strength. 


Even though there is consensus among rational people that arms strength 
is not the solution for the problems of our part of the continent, it is 
still a fact that the capability of a country to defend itself militarily 
in an efficient manner contributes to its self-respect and to the degree 
of authority with which it can let itself be counted at the conference table. 


South Africans who think that peace with their neighbors will end the coun- 
try's defense expenditures are living in a dream world because remaining 
combat-ready--capable of effectively protecting our territory, our air space 
and our territorial waters--will not be less expensive. 


One shudders at the thought of what would have become of South Africa if 
the government had not kept an armed clenched fist ready throughout the 
years. 


Those who now claim that the government has lost control over state e.pendi- 
tures, amongst others the high military expenditures, are quite welcome 
to review the facts before the budget debate begins in the House of Assembly. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


'DAWIE' ON CURRENT POSITION, PROSPECTS 
Capetown DIE BURGER in Afrikaans 7 Apr 84 p 10 


["Dawie" Column: "Protect that New Spirit, and Big Things Will Still be Pos- 
sible Here" ] 


[Text] The good news simply doesn't end. For us in South Africa who for such 
a long time were accustomed to the fact that the world had its back to us, 

it 1s almost difficult to believe all those things--and to believe that some 
of those won't disappear again overnight. 


However, evidence continues to pour in of a changed disposition in the sub- 
continent and in our country. 


The Yes's 


The possibilities seem unlimited if we should succeed in handling matters care- 
fully and“correctly. What SoutB& Africa and its people do indeed has become 
more decisive than ever for all of Southern Africa. 


Among all the reasons for the new spirit which has come about so -nexpectedly, 
there is one important one which perhaps is not being emphasized enough, It 

is that the government not only has initiated the new constitutional propo- 
sals, but that those were also overwhelmingly approved in a referendum, 


Everyone who made a cross for a yes at the voting booth can look today with 
pride at the fruits which are being reaped, for it furnished an essential con- 
tribution to what is taking place now. 


The fact that the government persevered, with the danger that it could split 
further, against the most bitter opposition of both the right and the left 
and then received massive support at the voting booth, caused the credibility 
of its initiatives to soar very high. 


After all, who would not attach importance to the words of a government which 
has shown that it won't let itself be blackmailed and that it can count on 
the support of the large majority of its voters? 
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A Bonus 


Not only did it have a positive effect domestically, but it also brought a 
big bonus: neighboring states have demonstrated that they trust South Africa. 


Those who voted no simply ought to ask themselves what the situation would 
have been today iu this part of the world with its increasing violence if they 
had won. It is no wonder that the rightist and leftist extremists are so 
embarrassed that they don't know how to handle the situation. 


If there are people, however, who think that the official opposition, the 
Progressive Federal Party, is so ashamed that it will change its role in poli- 
tics, they'll have to think again after what happened in the House of Assem- 
bly this week. 


While reports were pouring in about Mozambique's strong action against the 
ANC, and internally there had never before been such a flood of unconditional 
denunciation of the Durban terrorism, a Progressive spokesman had seen an op- 
portunity in the automobile bombing to once again strike a blow at the reform 
plans. 


Why? 


Why can't the PFP [Progressive Federal Party] also go as far as unconditional- 
ly rejecting sense’ >ss violence? 


And further: if the PFP and its mouthpieces are honest in their intentions 
with @@fmew system, why don't they help make it succeed? Why don't they . 
openl Wake a stand against a violent communist organization such as the ANC? ‘2 


- 
Countermeasure 


The legitimacy of the ANC as the true voice of black nationalism has never 
been as seriously questioned as now. If there were ever a favorable time to 
find a countermeasure to the methods of the ANC, it is now. Every responsible 
South African authority should grasp the opportunity to make sure that other 
means for black communities are found and alternative voices heard. In that 
manner a system can be created which will also help defend the blacks. 


[The government has brought about an atmosphere of good will which, by all ind:- 
cations, it will use to lay stronger and stronger foundations for peace in 
this country. The iron must be forged while it is hot. 


Meanwhile one must make sure that the positive climate is not disturbed. The 
planned moving of brown and black communities is one of those things which 
easily confuses matters and therefore is easy to exploit. 








Feelings 


The moving of people is always a sensitive matter, and if it is not motivated 
convincingly enough and cooperation is not obtained from the people involved, 
new feelings of bitterness which seem so unnecessary may be caused. 


{t would be worthwhile to involve the communities involved in these plans and 
to carefully take into account the currents of public feelings. 
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DETALLS OF DANISH SHIPOWNER’S ARMS SMUGGLING REVEALED 
Stockholm 7 DAGAR in Swedish 13 Apr 84 pp 20-21 

[Article by Flemming Roder: "The S 


° . "? 
ippery Smuggler ] 


[Text] For several years a Danish shipowner smuggled more 
than 6,000 tons of weapons to the apartheid regime in South 
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Copenhagen-—-For 44 days the good ship Sarah Poulsen disappeared from the 


- = “ve, -aO . r , = ; oy ~ . P 1794 ; T --+ . (oc - ; 
larbor agents of Lloyd's, the insurance organization. During this period 
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in the tall of 1978 the name “Sarah Poulsen was not on the published po- 
ition lists. 
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On 22 August the Lioyd’s agent in [Istanbul reported that the ship left the 
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harbor and sailed into the Black Sea. Nine days later the Sarah Poulsen 
passed Istanbul on the way back out into the Mediterranean with a load of 


utomatic weapons, missiles and ammunition valued at eight million dollars. 


le weapons were loaded in Bourgaz, Bulgaria, and were officially destined 
{ _ AY nil c — T = " " " 1 — . : -n. i ré a Tana a? _ . : - + 
for Nigeria. Sarah Poulsen set her course for Las Palmas in the Grand 
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anaries, where the Lloyd's agent reported her arrival on 23 September. 
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[Three days later the ship disappeared from all position lists. Seamen 
later said that 2 days after the ship left the Spanish vacation island off 
~ ' . » 


the coast of Africa, the name on the ship's side was painted over, the ship- 
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owner's indicators were taken down, and the Ship set course for Durban, 
South Africa. 
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Not until 10 November did the ship appear in Dar es Salaam on Africa's 
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east coast, and was repo! ed there by the Lloyd s agent. rhe ship had ar- 
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rived under its own name, with its papers in order. ut tne 
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ons had disappeared during the 44 days 
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years, 10 ditferent Trigon ships smuggled fully 6,000 tons of weapons toa 
the apartheid regime in South Africa. 
. - — Re 1 . 2 r eg L. rm oe ‘7 . . + 
Last week the 63-year former owner of the Trigon Shipping Company, 


nders 


yensen, 


old 
39- 


: year-old 
Distric 


freight 


manager Peter Antonio Gettermann, 


were before copenhagen S ct Court. The latter made a full confession, 
and told of 22 cases of weapon smuggling to Seuth Africa. They involved 
land mines, ammunition, grenades, TNT and automatic weapons. 

The tormer shipowner Anders Jensen had also been called before the court. 
But he succeeded in fleeing one year ago to Capetown, South Africa, greatl 
aided by the carelessness of the Danish Police, a visa from the apartheid 
regime and a profit of $521,266.00. According to the Danish prosecutor 
the shipping firm had earned a total of 20 million Danish kroner transport- 
ing weapons. 

The encire affair was disclosed in 1980 by the Danish journalist Jens 
Franck. But because of unbelievable carelessness of the police it was 4 
years before it was entirely cleared up. 

Yet from the beginning, Danish Att ey General Per Lindegard apparently 
tried to suppress the smuggling scandal. After the disclosure in the daily 
press the case was given to the office of the chief public prosecutor 

Then the case was turned over to the chief of police in Lyngby north of 
Copenhagen, where the headquarters of the Trigon firm was located. But the 
chief of police in Lyngby waited 1/7 days before he contacted the firm. 

Then he turned the police investigation over to a surveillance man who 
normally worked on morality cases. 

By then the shipping firm (Anders Jensen and wife) had already managed to 
destri the bills of lading and other papers connected with the shipment of 
weapons. 

"No Proof’ 

\t the beginning of 1981 the then toreign minister, Kjeld Olesen, recommended 
that the investigation should be resumed, which the the justice minister, 
Hemming Rasmussen, accomplished. But on 20 April 1981 the police in Lyngby 
reported that they had not been able to find any proof of weapons shipment. 
hen ti rV journalists took tl se apart. They succeeded in discovering 
letails which the Danish Police had not. Among other things, that the firm 
in London, which the Trigon Shipping Company had said chartered the Danis! 
ships for shipping weapons, did not exist Later the two journalists were 
awarded the big Danish yurnalism prize yr their work. 
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Now the case was shifted to a special state prosecutor for economic rimes. 
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eter Gettermann were aurested. but atter only a week tney were |! tn 
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released and Anders Jensen utilized the oppo 


On the way to South Africa his wife took out 5 million kroner from a bank 
ca f° ¢ ; . ; rt ior } ] ha y } 5ST ] lL | > _* 
account in Spain, which should have been blocked at the request the 
T)\- sak DD _nn 
Danish Police. 
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Last week sentence was passed on Anders Jensen's fellow criminal Peter 
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Gettermann in Copenhagen District Court. It was a surprisingly mild sentence: 


Six months probation and 100,000 Danish kroner fine. 


International Protests 


The scandal surrounding the Trigon Shipping Company's weapons smuggling to 


South Africa--violation of the UN weapons embargo against the apartheid re- 
me, the carelessness of the Danish authorities in investigating the case 
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d the mild sentence--has bezome a highly painful 
ficial Denmark. 
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It is not flattering that the entire apparatus which the authorities have 
at their disposal did not clear up what two TV journalists succeeded in do- 
ing, despite several newspaper articles which gave the prescription for how 
it could be done. 


The i i¢ : + F F ; o} A ry , mane hae herrneet . wn ere eee 
[The mild sentence for freight manager >ttermann has brought international 
Denmark. The spokesman for the campaign 


protests and a political outcry in 
against military and nuclear coope i 

last week placed the Trigon sentence before the UN Apartheid Committee and 
the Weapons Embargo Committee under the UN Security Council. Minty saix 
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ration with South Africa, Abdul Minty, 


in a conversation with former Danish Foreign Minister Kjeld Olesen last 
week that such a mild sentence was not at all in proportion to t 

’ . 
company's earnings. 
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Remember that South Africa suffers fr a shortage of a number of weapon 
which must be imported, and the country is ready to pay a high price, said 
{+ <7 
Minty. 
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He further pointed out that the Trigon affair is the largest weapons smus 
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gling so far discovered in history. 
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A number of Danish Folketing politicians were entirely i ré é t witn 


Minty. 
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the Radical Liberal Party, Bernard Braunsgard. 
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A representative of the Danish Seamen's Union, Henrik Berlau, who was in- 
volved in clearing up the Trigon affair, explained how the weapons smug- 
gling could be accomplished. 


"It happens because there is no weapons control. A circle of corrupt 
embassy people makes it possible by obtaining the necessary certificates. 
It also happens that there are agents in the harbors who direct the weapon- 


carrying ships from port to port. The shipowner does not care. For him it 
is a question of money." 


9287 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


SCRAPPING OF RESETTLEMENT BILL--The Progressive Federal Party [PFP] has wel- 
comed the scrapping of the Orderly Movement and Settlement of Black Persons 
Bill. Cooperation and Development Minister Piet Koornhoff told parliament 
yesterday the bill would be replaced by a new one. The PFP member of parlia- 
ment for Houghton, Helen Suzman, comments: [Begin Suzman recording] Its 
disappearance is a great relief to everybody who studied the original bill. 
One can only hope that the new draft legislation--which nobody has seen and, 
indeed, I do not think has yet been framed--will take note of the serious ob- 
jections that come from so many different sources on the contents of the 
original bill, and that the new one will be an improvement. [Text] 

{MB031105 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1000 GMT 3 May 84] 


FOREIGN BLACK WORKERS--The South African minister of cooperation and develop- 
ment, Dr Piet Koornhof, says nearly 25 percent of all foreign black workers 
in South Africa come from Southern African countries other than territories 
that previously formed part of South Africa. Most of them are from Lesotho, 
Mozambique, and Malawi. Others were from Botswana, Zimbabwe, Zambia, and 
Swaziland, he told parliament in Cape Town in reply to a question. Most of 
them worked in South African mines, while the others were employed by the 
agricultura, manufacturing, and constructicn industries. [Text] [MB010741 
Johannesburg International Service in English 0630 GMT 1 May 84] 


RECORD MINING INDUSTRY EARNINGS--The South African mining industry achieved 
record earnings last year of 16,174 million rand. This was disclosed in the 
annual report of the Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs, which has been 
tabled in parliament. The figure represents an increase of 11.6 percent over 
the 1982 figure. According to the report, mineral exports accounted for nearly 
85 percent of the earnings, while most 63 percent of the total mineral earnings 
came from gold. The mining of gold ore increased from 95 million tons in 

1982 to 100 million tons last year. Coal was the second largest foreign ex- 
change earner in the mineral market. Domestic coal sales increased by 3.4 
percent. The report stated that diamond sales showed a sharp increase of 33 
percent, and reached a record level of 11.3 million carats. SOEKOR [Southern 
Oil Exploration Company of South Africa] allocated 82.6 million rand to the 
search for oil last year, compared with about 64 million rand in 1982. This 
brings the total spent on the search for oil since 1965 to just more than 434 
million rands. The Department of Mineral and Energy Affairs report states that 
nearly 16,000 mining accidents occurred last year, as against 17,400 in the 
previous year. Cave-ins were the cause of the largest number of deaths in the 
country’s old mines. One hundred forty-two mine workers were killed in pressure 
bursts, and 183 as a result of cave-ins. [Excerpts] [MB301917 Jonannesburg 
Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 28 Apr 84] 
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KIDNAP GANG KEPORTED THREATENING UGANDAN REFUGEES IN KENYA 


Ugandan Government Accused 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 35, Mar 84 pp 12, 14-15 


[Text ] 


A strange epidemic is sweeping the Ugan- 
dan community in Nairobi. Abductions and 
disappearances over the past 18 months are 
running into dozens. In January alone there 
were at least three separate cases, involving 
haif a dozen refugees. 

On January 18, three Ugandans, all 
registered with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), were 
kidnapped at gunpoint by men ina Peugeot 
504 who identified themselves as Kenyan 
Special Branch officers. The three. Enos 
Kisembe, Edward Muzingu and Hudson 
Mukasa, got into the car but a fourth, a 
former Ugandan air force pilot. recognised 
one of the men as a Ugandan secret 
policeman and fought his way free. 

In July 1982 Ugandan intelligence kid- 
napped Balaki Kirva. president of the 
Uganda Freedom Movement (UFM), from 
his home in Jamhuri Park estate, Nairobi. 
At the same time an attempt was made to 
snatch Francis Bwengye, another top UFM 
man. and later the same year there was a 
kidnap attempt against Charles Ssali, chair- 
man of the Uganda Democratic Red- 
emption Union (see Two who got away). 

Since then there have been many kidnap 
attempts. It is usually easier to find details 
of those which were unsuccessful. David 
Adoxo Nekyon, a kinsmar. of President 
Milton Obote, has been the target on a 
number of occasions. Professor R. 
Kanyerezi escaped an attempt to kidnap 
him last May. Francis Hatega was a target in 
October and January. (Later, after he had 
fled to London, he had documents and a 
passport stolen from his hotel room.) 

Sajat Mohammed, a Pakistan! mercenary 
working with the UFM, was successfully 
kidnapped in Nairobi. So was a guerrilla 
leader named Mumanya and most recently 
Isa Baker, a Cuban-trained former body- 
guard to President Godfrey Binaisa. 
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These and a host of other cases differ in 
detail but some elements are common: 

@ The kidnaps are planned in Kampala and 
carried out by agents sent from there; 

e@ Victims’ habits and movements are 
observed by Kenyan-based Ugandan 
agents and Kenyans working for the 
Ugandan Government: 

@ Money and arms are channelled through 
the Ugandan High Commission in Nairo- 
bi: 

@Some Kenyan Special Branch and CID 
officers have been bribed to take part. 
The kidnap of Balaki Kirya shows a 

number of these features. Kirvas move- 

ments were monitored by William Nkamb- 
we, part of the Nairobi-based Ugandan 
intelligence group, with the collaboration ot 

Wilson Onvango, a Kenyan. Onyango acts 

as a go-between with some Kenvan security 

Officers. In this case several Special Branch 

police were induced to take part. 

According to one former Ugandan in- 
telligence officer, Emmanuel Kadu, the 
actual kidnap was carried out by Kampala- 
based intelligence officers like Keti 
Kayima. who works under Vice-President 
Paulo Muwanga. Francis Bwengye testifies 
to the presence of a Ugandan Special 
Branch officer. Superintendent Owiny. 

According to Kadu., the initiative for the 
kidnaps comes from the state security 
department in Nile Mansions in Kampala. 
The counter-guerrilla activity department. 
headed by Rafer Omgon. prepares reports 
on wanted refugees. 

In some cases. Kadu claims, the depart- 
ment goes ahead without higher authorisa- 
tion. But usually the decision rests with the 
National Security Committee. This ts 
chaired by President Obote. Other mem- 
bers include Vice-President Muwanga: Pe- 
ter Otai. the Minister of State for Detence: 
Cris Rwakasiisi, Minister of State in the 
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President's office and head of intelligence; 
Peter Owillt, a senior Luo intelligence 
officer, related to the former Kenyan 
Vice-President Oginga Odinga: James 
Namaka)jjo, an international media expert 
and intelligence officer: and, until his death 
last December. the Chief of Staff, General 
David Oyite-Ojok. 

Background intelligence for the kidnaps 
comes trom a number of agencies. Anne 
Pek» . a member of the secretariat of the 
ruling Uganda People’s Congress, travels 
regularly to Nairobi to prepare the grouna 
for these operations. Another agent called 
Kahandi Maberi plays a similar role and 
Rwakasiisi and Otai themselves are often in 
Nairobi. 

Two of Rwakasiisi’s important agents 
who help prepare these operations aie 
Lincoln Ndahura and Herbert Asaba- 
Nyamweha. They were refugees in Kenva 
who were recruited by Peter Otai through a 
woman called Florence Wacha, one of the 
most senior of the Nairobi-based members 
of the kidnap squad. They stayed in Kenva 
using several different identity cards — 
refugee. businessman, diplomat — until 
they returned to Kampala to avoid charges 
of illegally possessing arms. 

Further preparations for the kidnaps are 
made by the Nairobi-based group. headed 
by David Okello, an attache at the Ugandan 
High Commission. There was considerable 
embarrassment a few months ago when 50) 
AK-47 rifles were discovered at Okello’s 
home in Westlands. Some of the Nairobi 
group are based at a house near the Impala 
Club in Ngong Road, others at a hotel 
called Kericho Lodge which is owned by 
a semor Ugandan Cabinet Minister. They 
work under cover as coffee or timber 
merchants. 

An important part is plaved by Kenyans 
like Wilson Onyango. He is involved in the 
export of Ugandan coffee through Kenva. 
which ts One source of funds for clandestine 
Operations there. Oyite-Ojok. the chief of 
staff, was also head of the Coffee Marketing 
Board. Ojok was co-owner of Swalla 
Brothers Ltd. a company which owns fleets 
of buses and trucks which it uses to smuggle 
coffee into Kenya. 

Onyango is one of the contacts with the 
Kenyan Special Branch officers who have 
been paid to take part in a number of 
kidnaps: Mohamed Kassim, Arap Rono, 
Jack Ondiek and others. 

In Kampala there is a pool of personnel 
drawn from different branches of the gov- 
ernment service — military. police and 
civilian — who make up the kidnap squads. 
Individuals are selected according to the 
skills needed for a particular operation — 
marksmanship, knowledge of drugs and so 
on. 

Some of those in the Ugandan security 
service are mere thugs whose only qualifica- 





93 


tion for the job 1s bloodlust. But the kidnap 
squads are led in the field by experienced 
intelligence agents — men like Mike Shi- 
manya and A.B.C. Okabo (both Cuban- 
trained, a qualification which they have in 
common with a number of their victims). 

In Nairobi, the squads regularly use a 
number of hotels. Officers tend to stay in 
the upmarket Hotel Six Eighty. Kericho 
Lodge. owned by the Ugandan Minister. 1s 
another important base while others stay in 
the Kimani Court Hotel, Ngong Hills 
Hotel, Jacaranda Hotel and the methodist 
Church Hostel. Bills. like all out-of-pocket 
expenses, are paid in dollars or black- 
market shillings provided by Okello at the 
High Commission. 

Certainly the operations cannot come 
cheap. According to one former intelli- 
gence officer as many as 100 or 150 people 
may be involved in a major kidnap, includ- 
ing Kenyan officials who have to be paid off 
and Ugandans whose expenses must be 
met. 

One element which recurs in many of the 
accounts of kidnaps is the use of drugs. 
Kiryva, Olake-Ogwang and Sajat all appear 
to have been injected with stupefying drugs, 
probably scopolamine or pentothol, before 
being taken out of the country. This would 
have the effect of making them comatose 
and unaware of what was happening to 
them. but they would not appear uncon- 
scious to the casual observer. 

Another bizarre but persistent story 1s 
about the use of a knock-out drug in an 
aerosol spray —- often described as a 
perfume spray used by women agents. 
Emmanuel Kadu, who trained as an intelli- 
gence officer in Cuba and worked in the 
security department in the President's 
office. insists that such a weapon exists, 
though he does not know the name of the 
drug. He says that it 1s Soviet-made and 
comes in a smal! green canister. Its effect 
lasts for one or two hours depending on the 
dose. 

The targets of the kidnap squad are 
primarily political opponents of the Ugan- 
dan Government. Most have official re- 
fugee status with the UNHCR and could not 
readily be repatriated — hence the frequent 
claim that they were arrested inside Ugan- 
da. The UFM has suffered most from the 
squad's activities. Apart from the abduction 
of Kirva and the attempt on Bwengye, there 
have been attacks on Andrew Kayiira, 
another UFM leader, and members of his 
family. and on other members. Supporters 
of former President Godfrey Binaisa have 
also been a target and so has Charles Ssali of 
the Uganda Democratic Redemption Un- 
ion. 

The National Resistance Movement 
(NRM), which has a substantial guerrilla 
army and is by far the most effective of the 
opposition groups. has come through more 














or less unscathed. This ts probabiv because 
of tighter security and a more thorough 
vetting procedure. Certainly Cris Rwaka- 
sisi has been making consistent attempts to 
infiltrate the NRM with Ankoles — members 
of the same ethnic group as the movement's 
military leader, Yoweri Museveni. So far 
they seem to have had little success. 

The constant threat of kidnapping has 
done nothing for the morale of Ugandan 
exiles in Kenva and several of the most 
prominent have left the country over the 
past vear. But there are small signs of 
improvement. The low point for the ref- 
ugees came last June when Presidents 
Obote and Moi met in Tororo. One out- 


come of the meeting was a list of 48 
Ugandan exiles who were to be deported or 
extradited, including Kayiira, Bwengye and 
other leading members of the UFM and 
NRM. The list was leaked and the UNHCR 
Stepped tn. 

But then came the discovery of Okello’s 
arms cache and a number of clumsy kidnaps 
and attempted kidnaps. There was aiso the 
exchange of refugees between Kenva anc 
Tanzania late last year — a shoddy dea} 
which brought credit to neither party. The 
Kenyan authorities may have done little to 
stop Ugandan agents operating on their 
Streets, but at least they are beginning to 
look embarrassed@ 


Escapees' Story 


{Text ] 


Francis Bwengye. a senior official of the 
Uganda Freedom Movement (UFM), was 
one of the first targets of the Ugandan 
kidnap squad in July 1982. His story is 
linked with that of Balaki Kirya, president 
of the UFM and the kidnap squad's most 
prominent victim. 

Bwengve., a registered refugee. was sum- 
moned to Special Branch headquarters on 
July 21 where he was called betore Arap 
Rono, deputy head of Special Branch for 
the Nairobi area. Rono sent him for 
interrogation by Chief Inspector Patrick 
Mukundu, who asked Bwengve whether he 
ever visited the border. where he got his 
money from and questions about Kirva and 
other refugees. 

Late in the evening Bwengve was sent to 
cells a couple of miles away. That night he 
was able to contact his wife, who in turn told 
the representative of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
She also held a press conference — and it 
was the coverage in the local press and on 
the BBC which saved Bwengye. Three days 
later he was taken back before Arap Rono 
who told him he was free to go. 

Before he left the headquarters, Bwen- 
gye met Balaki Kirya, who had been 
brought from his home by Special Branch 
officers. The reason he came without 
protest, Kirya said, was that he thought he 
was being summoned to talk about Bwen- 
gye's case. 

Minutes later, as Bwengye was leaving 
the building, he saw Kirya being led away in 
handcuffs. With him was Mohamed Kas- 
sim, the head of Nairobi Special Branch, 
who supervised handing him over to other 
officers who drove Kirya away in a Volks- 
wagen Kombi. One of the men who went 
with him in the van was Superintendent 
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Owiny of Ugandan Special Branch, whom 
Bwengve recognised trom their college days 
together 

Kirva was next seen two davs later in 
Kampala magistrates court. 

Not wanting a repetition of the publicity 
over the Bwengve case, Special Branch 
officers warned Bwengve and Kirva's wife 
Grace not to speak to the press or they 
would hand back some Ugandan refugees. 
It was some time before the truth uobout the 
kidnap came out, which gave time for the 
Ugandan Government to push its own 
version — that Kirva had been arrested at 
Tororo inside Uganda. 

Exactly what happened to Kirya between 
Special Branch headquarters in Nairobi and 
the court in Kampala ts unclear. One 
account is that he was flown out from 
Nairobi's Wilson airport in a Ugandan- 
registered private plane. Kirya himself, still 
in Luzira prison, apparently believes that he 
was driven across the border. So does 
Captain John Olake-Ogwang. a former 
Ugandan intelligence officer who was 
abducted at the same time. Either wav it 
seems that Kirya was given a stupefying 
drug, so the truth may never be known. 

What ts certain is that Kirya, a politician 
of stature whom some regard as an alterna- 
tive to Obote, will now be detained indef- 
initely. A semior Minister, who is very close 
to the Ugandan President, confided to 
friends in London recently that Kirva will 
be held ‘for as long as it takes to make hima 
non-person.”” In 1979 Kirya escaped a 
murder squad sent to kill him: that was 
shortly after President Lule was over- 
thrown. Kirva had been detained before by 
President Obote for five years. He was only 
freed in 1971 when Amin came to power. 

Another who had a narrow escape was 
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Professor Charles Ssali. an ear, nose and 
throat surgeon at Kenyatta National Hos- 
pital. Ssah had fled Uganda soon after the 
overthrow of Idi Amin in 1979 and later set 
up the Uganda Democratic Redemption 
Union in exile. Like Bwengve he was a 
UN-registered refugee. 

One morning in December 1982 Ssali was 
called out of the theatre at Kenyatta 
Hospital! in the middle of an operation and 
told that two men wanted to see him. The 
two claimed that they were Special Branch 
and that he was wanted at the headquarters 
in town. But Ssali recognised them as 
Ugandans and said that he had to go back to 
complete the operation. 

He went to the hospital telephone ex- 
change to try to contact the hospital 
director. On the way he bumped into a 
Kenyan Special Branch officer he knew, 
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Jack Ondiek. Ondiek also told him he was 
wanted at the Special Branch office. Ssali 
said that he would go, but managed to get to 
the telephone exchange first. He phoned his 
wife and told her to get in touch with the 
UNHCR. 

At that moment Ondiek burst in, furious 
that Ssali had been making a phone call. 
This confirmed Ssali’s fear that the whoie 
business was bogus. He returned to the 
theatre, ostensibly to finish the operation 
but hoping to escape. He found the theatre 
area surrounded. Ssali managed to give the 
as the slip, disguised as a porter. 

A few days later Ssali went to Special 
Branch headquarters with a UNHCR repre- 
sentative. Officers there confirmed that 
they did not want him for anything. 

Both Bwengye and Ssali later left 
Kenya @ 
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FINANCE EXPERTS SAID TRYING TO PROTECT GECAMINES FROM MOBUTU 


London AFRICA NOW in English No 35, Mar 84 pp 26-27, 29 


[Text ] The heavyweight of Zaire’s economy, the com (Société Zairoise de Commercialisa- 





nationalised copper firm Gécamines, is 
locked in a fight to the death with another 
state enterpnse, Sozacom. The latter has 
been the main organisation for the export of 
the country’s raw materials — and also one 
of the conduits used by President Mobutu 
Sese Seko and his clan zo divert Zaire’s 
foreign exchange earnings into their own 
pockets. 

The latest round began in December 
when Gécamines accountants discovered a 
$l1m fraud from accounts which Sozacom 
keeps on the mining, company’s behalf. So 
far Sozacom seems to be winning. Géca- 
mines managing director, Robert Crem, 
has resigned “for reasons of ill-health,” 
after incurring Mobutu's wrath and furious 
lobbying from Société Générale, the Bel- 
gian financial and mining giant. 

At stake is Gécamines’ survival. The 
company urgently needs at least $200m in 
investment in order to maintain production 
levels. Reasonable propriety and efficiency 
is essential if it is to be credible. Yet it is now 
believed in international financial circles 
that over the past 15 months Gécamines’ 
accounts may have been drained through 
Sozacom by as much as $30m. 

It was only in September 1982, after 
months of hard pressure from the Interna- 
tionai Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank 
and European Investment Bank (E1B), that 
Mobutu reluctantly accepted a new “‘con- 
vention” between Sozacom and Géca- 
mines. This restricted Sozacom’s role to the 
mandatory sale of Gécamines’ output. The 
latter would retain legal ownership of its 
Output uniil the moment it was delivered to 
the customer and it had the right to control 
each sales contract. Furthermore, ‘receipts 
from the sale of Gécamines products will be 
credited to accounts bearing the name of 
Gécamines." 

The imporiance of this new agreement 
becomes apparent when it is compared with 
the chaos which reigned beforehand. Soza- 
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tion — Zairean Trading Company) was 
created in 1974. It was orginally intended 
as a link between the most important buyer 
of Zairean copper, Société Générale (sG), 
and SG’s former mining possession which 
Mobutu had nationalised in 1967 and which 
eventually became Gécamines. (Générale 
des Carriéres et des Mines du Zaire), 

The nationalisation was carried out in- 
efficiently and resistance from Union 
Miniére, the former owners and part of the 
SG group, was effective. Technical manage- 
ment of Gécamines remained entirely in the 
hands of former Union Minieére employees. 
After two chaotic years of trying to sell part 
of the nationalised copper on its own, Zaire 
handed sales back to the SG group, this time 
Société Generale des Minerals. 

There were permanent quarrels between 
the parties and clients were worried both 
about the security of their mineral supplies 
and about Zaire’s ability to meet its debts 
for imports and loans. So in 1974 there was 
an agreement between the Belgian Govern- 
ment, SG and Zaire. Zaire had finally to 
settle compensation for SG’s nationalised 
assets — at $500m the highest ever paid for 
a nationalised mining operation. It also had 
to guarantee delivery of copper to 
Hoboken-Olen-Overpelt, sG’s Belgian 
metal refineries. Zaire was free to market 
the rest of Gécamines’ production through 
a new state trading company — Sozacom 


— which would get initial technical assist- 
ance from Société Générale des Minerals in 
age for the latter still marketing 10 to 
15% of production. 

There was at least the possibility of 
Sozacom acquiring some commercial know- 
how and establishing a degree of economic 
independence for Zaire in minerals market- 
ing. However, Mobutu immediately turned 
the new company to his own use. He staffed 
it with family and clansmen and gave it a 
_ monopoly of export marketing of 
other mining products — nationalised or 

















at a Brussels bank, Belgolaise — yet 
another branch of the SG group. Gécamines 
accountants found out that clients had been 
billed and had paid into these accounts, but 
the sums had not been credited and were 
transferred to other, unknown destinations. 
Africa Now has learned that the orders for 
this came from Mobutu himself. 

In October 1983 a Gécamines official 
complained: ‘We have en~. mous difficulty 
simply receiving our own statements of 
account. There are delays of four, five 
months. You can imagine what that means 
for the treasury of a large firm like ours, for 
its liquidity and for its management.” 

By the end of 1983 explosive telexes 
began to fire back and forth between 
Lubumbashi, Kinshasa and Brussels. It is 
not known if members of the Paris Club — 
creditor governments — or the IMF were 
informed at this time. 

On December 17 and 29 these two bodies 
received demands from the Kinshasa gov- 
ernment for a rescheduling of debts and 
urgent balance-of-payments credits. The 
Paris Club, composed of Zaire’s bilateral! 
government creditors and international fi- 
nance institutions like the Worid Bank, had 
no alternative but to reschedule since all 
official Zairean accounts are empty. Two 
weeks later the IMF decided to open a 
$120m standby credit, the first instalment of 
$360m to be paid over the next 15 months. 

Mobutu presented these decisions as a 
reward for his own policies and launched an 
attack on “foreign critics and subversive, 
anti-Zairean agitators’ who so obviously 
had been rebuffed by the IMF and “‘Zaire’s 
fnends.” 


This is not quite the case. The IMF 
standby is nothing more than payment for 
outstanding foreign commercial bills and 
thus security for Western suppliers. 
Already legal commercial imports had been 
reduced to a minimum considered allow- 
able by the IMF and these are covered by 
Zaire’s foreign currency earnings. Since 
Gécamines accounts for two-thirds of ex- 
ports, developments in the company are 
followed with concern. 

So the calibre of Gécamines’ top manage- 
ment is particularly important. Its Belgian 
managing director, Robert Crem, looked 
like the mght man for the job. He was 
nominated by Mobutu in May 1982 with the 
backing of Société Générale, the IMF and 
the World Bank. Previously he had been on 
the board of the Belgian multinational 
Géomines, where he sat with people like 
former US NATO ambassador Donald Rums- 
feld, now President Reagan's special Mid- 
die East adviser. 

Crem had the nght connections and he 
had the skill too. Before he became manag- 
ing director he arranged a deal to provide 
Gécamines canteens with South Afncan 
meat imports. The price was at least 20% 
over the odds, but the point is that he was 
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not — like tin, zinc, diamonds and gold. 
Sozacom was to do all the foreign contract- 
ing, bill the clients and transfer receipts to 
the producers’ internal accounts. 

(Like any of Mobutu’s regulations, this 
one was riven with exceptions. For exy~™- 
ple, the principal diamond extractors, 
Miba, who are tied to the SG group, have 
been exempt from selling through Soza- 
com, except for a brief penod in 1981-2. 
Also, Sozacom never controlled more than 
about a quarter of the country’s gold 
exports. Foreign airlines like Sabena and 
Swissair are allowed to sell tickets in 
Zairean currency and buy gold on the 
internal market which they can export 
freely.) 

Sozacom was an ideal siphon for divert- 
ing the country’s foreign exchange earnings 
into the bank accounts of the Mobutu clan. 
There has never been an annual business 
report nor any serious auditing, but Belgian 
experts estimate that through Sozacom 
Zaire lost (and Mobutu tan more than 
$1bn in less than 10 years. 

According to its annual report for 1982, 
which has just been released, Gécamines 
had to write off some $360m outstanding 
from supposed sales through Sozacom, 
when the mining company took over con- 
trol of its own sales again. In addition 
Gécamines claimed a further $86m from 
Sozacom — though this is unlikely ever to 
be paid. Gécamines 1s equally unlikely to 
see the $60m listed as owing from the 
state — mainly for delivenes to Mobutu, 
the army or the regional governor of Shaba, 
Bula Mandungu. 

Despite the vast mineral wealth which 
leaves the country illicitly, Gécamines still 
accounts for more than two thirds of Zaire’s 
foreign currency earnings. And, despite 
Mobutu’s lootings, the mining company has 
always been profitable. This is why the 
international financial community — and 
Zaire’s creditors — insist more than ever 
on the need to protect Gécamines against 
Mobutu's greed. 

Zaire’s foreign debts now amount to 
nearly $6bn. Payments due and overdue 
this year are roughly equivalent to Géca- 
mines’ annual turnover of $1.5bn. Hence 
the importance to the international com- 
munity of the September 1982 convention 
between Gécamines and Sozacom. 

Once the convention hag been “rammed 
down Mobutu’'s throat,” as one World 
Bank man put it, the international backers 
sat back and waited. Only the EIB gave 
advance credit — a $40m loan to Géca- 
mines last June through the Lomé Conven- 
tion’s mining fund, Sysmin. “It helped us to 
survive.’ one top Gecamines manager told 
Africa Now. 

The World Bank was probably wise to 
wait. For months after the new convention 
with Sozacom, Gécamines did not receive a 
penny in the new accounts bearing its name 
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able to get around import restrictions and 
get the foreign currency outside official 
channels. The bank of another big Beigian 
roup with South Afncan connections, 
ruxelles-Lambert, arranged the technica- 
lities. 

However, it became clear that Géca- 
mines had lost the second round of the 
battle, when on February 8 it was 
announced in Kinshasa that Crem had 
Offered his resignation ‘for reasons of ill 
health.” As the Belgian press was quick to 
point out, this sudden decline in Crem’s 
well-being haa everything to do with de- 
tenorating relations with Mobutu. 

Even Société Générale played its part. 
The Belgian company was furious at Crem’s 
skill in renegotiating a three-year refining 
contract between Gécamines and 
Hoboken-Overpelt. By playing the card of 
possible French and West German competi- 
tors, Crem had forced the SG subsidiary to 
pay nearly 30% more for the 120 to 150,000 
tons of copper which it buys from Géca- 
mines each year. As a result SG began to 
lobby against Crem. 

When Gécamines accountants disco- 
vered the connivance between Sozacom 
and Belgolaise, the SG banking subsidiary, 
in diverting the mining ee funds, 
this only cemented the unholy alliance 
between Société Générale and Mobutu. 

Probably this was short-sighted of the 
Belgian company, since Gécamines is the 
only real security it has for its Zairean 
investments. Certainly the World Bank and 
EIB view Crem’s departure with dismay. 
They may be slightly consoled by the fact 
that his successor is likely to be another 
Belgian, Pierre Demerre, also on the board 
of Géomines. But how long will he last? e 
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ZAMBIA 


KAUNDA ADDRESSES LABOR LEADERS ON PARTY PROGRAMS 
MB251040 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 0600 GMT 25 Apr 84 


[Text] His excellency the president, Dr Kenneth Kaunda, has called on labor 
leaders in the country to be conversant vith party programs opposing them. 
Dr Kaunda made the call at the Nchanga Mines Recreation Club, when he ad- 
dressed a joint meeting of labor leaders, works councillors, party, and 
management officials. He cited the new decentralization system as one ex- 
ample of the party program which labor leaders opposed out of sheer ignor- 
ance. He said there existed many channels through which labor leaders could 
acquaint themselves with party programs which included section, branc, ward, 
and the Central Committee of the party. 


Dr Kaunda said the party was geared to fight the system where power was only 
concentrated in one person because, he said, such powers could be abused to 
the detriment of the many Zambians. The president reminded hundreds of 
people who attended the meeting that it was important for leaders at all 
levels to work hard in implementing party programs. The president, who wound 
up his 2-day tour of Chingola and Chililabombwe yesterday, returns to Lusaka 
this morning. President Kaunda also said the press in Zambia should analyze 
issues critically te avoid misleading the public. His remarks came in the 
wake of a recent press editorial which suggested that commodities like fuel 
should have been cheaper, because copper prices have been going up steadily 
on the London metal market. He said Zambia was facing many economic hard- 
ships because of many factors which included lower copper prices, hence sub- 
sidies remained withdrawn for the same reason. 
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TRIBALISM SEEN AS THREAT TO SOCIETY 


Gweru MOTO in English Apr 84 pp 12-13 


[Article: 


[Text } 


“Tribal Politics: 


TRIBALISM. Ethnicism. Nepotism. 


Different people in Zimbabwe, and in the 
world, identify these words with names, 
situations, places and events. And, volumes 
of words are spoken or written daily on these 
topics. President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya 
has called tribal factionalism ‘‘the cancer 
that threatens to eat the very fabric of our 
nation’’. 

In Zimbabwe, in spite of all the taiking 
and activities around these words (tribalism, 
ethnicism and nepotism), the problem of 
ethnic factionalism has enlisted limited 
political interest, reportage or serious 
analysis. | 

Cde Ngwena Madzurutande, calls ethnic 
factionalism ‘‘the most primitive and reac- 
tionary instinct’’. Whatever limitations there 
maybe, he maintains, Zimbabwe’s failure to 
address itself to the problems of tribalism, 
ethnicism, regionalism and nepotism, has 
not been very helpful, particularly at the 
level of the political leadership. 


Politicians reply to charges of ethnic fac- 
tionalism and nepotism with unity propa- 
ganda of a simplistic and sloganistic nature, 
and charge in turn that ‘‘these allegations are 
aimed at dividing us’’. 

Witness the talk in bars, and other public 
places is about the growing ethnic-tribal 
chauvinism among politicians, the civil ser- 
vice and the middle class — all in ‘‘the fight 
to go up’’. There is also talk about the exist- 
ence of ethnic clubs and groups: of the 
Zezurus, the Karangas, the Manikas, the 
Korekores, the Ndebeles and others, whose 
sole aim is ‘‘to promote’’ the interests of the 
different ethnic groups. 
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the Cancer in Our Society"] 


One pessimistic observer says that these 
“‘treacherous groups’’ will multiply by the 
day because the ‘‘ethnic-identity virus’’ is 
carried by politicians and their close 
lieutenants. 


There is, however, a distinct class element 
in the present ethnic-crusades. They are led 
by politicians, their lieutenants and others in 
the upper and middle classes who only in- 
volve the ordinary people for political and 
economic expediency. Political problems 
and factional struggles, mostly over the allo- 
cation of political offices and economic 
privileges are usually promoted to regional, 
tribal and ethnic levels by those who are 
directly involved. 


The ethnic crusaders otherwise share a 
common ideology and their differences tend 
to be primarily of a petty and opportunistic 
nature. One political authority says that it is 
difficult to understand the phenomenon of 
“‘tribalism’’, as it is called, without making 
reference to the opportunism of political 
leaders competing for scarce and highly priz- 
ed offices, and the economic and social 
rewards they entail. 


In his article, ‘‘Class Struggle and Na- 
tional Liberation in Zaire’, Nzongola Nta- 
laja says it is the practice of political leaders 
to equate their own individual claims to high 
offices — (and therefore their class interests) 
— with the objective interests of ‘‘their’’ 
ethnic groups that explains the ease with 
which they recruit followers for their tribal 
movements. ‘‘His power rests on his ability 
to mystify the peasants, and on his capacity 
to convince them that their fate is inter- 
twined with his own and that the stronger he 
gets, whether as a politician or as a business- 
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man, the better off the peasantry will 
become in the long run.’’ (A.M. Babu) 

And in the long run... a road built to 
reach the politician’s rural home will benefit 
the peasants! 

On the other hand, there have been 
numerous complaints, true and false, in 
private and public, of nepotism, tribalism, 
regionalism and ethnicism in staffing the 
civil service. Some ministers have been 
accused of creating ‘‘tribal and ethnic 
enclaves’’ in their ministries. Proponents 
and sympathisers of such a practice talk 
about the naturalness of ‘‘favouring one’s 
kind’’, and say that the politicians, by faci- 
litating the recruitment and promotion of 
their ‘‘kind’’ create a political base for sur- 
vival. 


Sunday Mail Editor Willie Musarurwa 
contends that nepotism exists but is difficult 
to prove. ‘‘There are people who are able to 
see corruption where there is none what- 
soever,’’ he says. Writing in The Record — 
the official organ of the Public Service 
Association in 1982 Willie Musarurwa says: 
‘‘But there are situations when this 
nepotistic form of corruption is prevalent. 
There are miaistries or departments where 
most jobs or important jobs are occupied by 
personnel from one region or ethnic group. 
Definitely this cannot be a coincidence.”’ 


‘The trouble with this type of corrup- 
tion,’’ says Musarurwa ‘‘is that it is most 
embittering on the part of other ethnic 
groups and is highly divisive in national 
terms.”’ 

In developing countries, the need for a 
competent, honest and imaginative leader- 
ship and civil service can never be over- 
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emphasised. Abdul Rahman Mahomed 
Babu, a Tanzanian author, says the ex- 
perience in most African countries (and 
others!) in the selection of candidates for top 
positions shows that competency and hones- 
ty are rarely taken into account. ‘‘What qua- 
lifies a chap to be a leader is his personal 
loyalty to the person or persons in power, 
and a fair degree of shameless sycophancy.’”’ 

Babu says that this happens because those 
in power feel so insecure, that they distrust 
anybody who does not hypocritically pro- 
strate himself before them in abject humility. 
“But nobody with any intellectual and moral 
honesty, to say nothing of competence, 
would stoop himself so low, for if he did so 
he would cease to be honest. .. .”’ 


Prime Minister Mugabe has talked against 
divisions of any form, and has promised 
stern action against pastors of ethnic revival 
crusades. 

In Petals of Blood, renowned Kenyan 
author Ngugi wa Thiong’o is more optimistic 
about people’s response to ‘‘tribal politics’ 
than many other observers. He says: ‘‘They 
are bound to fail. Can’t you see: we the 
workers, the poor peasants, ordinary people, 
the masses are now too awake to be deceived 
by tribal loyalties, regional assemblies, 
glorious pasts, and all that — when we are 
starving and we are jobless or else living on 
miserable pay.”’ Cj 
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CHURCH ACCUSED OF OPPOSING GOVERNMENT'S MEASURES AGAINST DISSIDENTS 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Apr 84 p 5 


{Text } 


CSO: 


HARARE. — The Her- 
ald yesterday said the 
church in Zimbabwe was 
spoiling for a fight with 
the Government. 


The editorial follows a 
statement by the Prime 
Minister, Mr Robert Mu- 
gabe, on Monday, in 
which he strongly criticis- 
ed the Roman Catholic 
Church. 


The newspaper said the 
pulpit was being used to 
condemn Government ac- 
tion in flushing ou*% dissi- 
dents from Matabeleland. 

“The idea, of course, has 
been to drum up the 
church followers cam- 
paign against the Govern- 
ment. Note the strong 
words used from the pul- 
pit and the impassioned 
appeals to the followers’ 
sense of Christianity. 

“One can eas ly see the 
church’s tactic. They are 
spoiling for a confronta- 
tion with the Govern- 
ment. If it came to that, 
and Lord forbid, this 
would obviously enhance 
its reputation. Aftei all it 
spoke against the excesses 
of the rebel regime,” the 
editorial said. 

However, the paper 
claimed the church’s con- 
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demnation of security 
force action in Matebele- 
land was not matched by 
criticism of dissident ac- 
tivity. 

Nor was the church and 
its branch in Matabele- 
land eager to campaign 
through the Western 
Press against dissidents 
who had murdered and 
maimed hundreds of 
people so far, it said. 

“The church cannot es- 
cape the fact that its ac- 
tivities have been political 
... that the church in 
Matabeleland has influ- 
enced its reaction ‘ 
that the church in Mata- 
beleland is overwhelm- 
ingly Zapu and that it’s 
the Zapu bandits that the 
security forces are fight- 
ing. 
“The possibility that 
the church in Zimbabwe 
may have not only the 
Lord as its master should 
be a source of great worry 
for this very religious na- 
tion,” the paper said. 

Meanwhile the Zim- 
babwe Catholic Bishops 
Couference in no way op- 
posed the legitimate ef- 
forts of the Government 
to restore and maintain 
law and order in the south 
and west of Zimbabwe, a 
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spokesman for the Catho- 
lic Commission for Justice 
and Peace in Zimbabwe 
said this week. 

The Commission was 
concerned about the 
statement of Mr Mugabe 
“which casts doubts on 
the integrity of the Bishop 
of Bulawayo and on the 
ability of his fellow 
bishops to make an un- 
biased assessment of the 
situation. 

“It should be clear to 
everybody that neither 
the Catholic bishops nor 
the clergy have ever been 
involved in party politics 
and in particular that the 
Bishop and the clergy in 
the Bulawayo diocese are 
not Zapu supporters.”’ 

Both the Commission 
and the conference were 
“concemed only with pro- 
tecting innocent people 
against brutality, the viol- 
ation of their human 
rights ana starvation. 

“The atrocities com- 
mitted by the dissidents 
have been condemned 
unreservedly as have 
those committed by the 
security forces. The 
bishops and the whole 
church are united in this 
condemnation,” the 
statement said. — Sapa. 








MATABELE REFUCEES IN BOTSWANA WANT TO RETURN 


Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Apr 84 p 5 


[Text } 
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GABORONE. — The 
leaders of the Zimbab- 
wean refugees at 
Dukwe Refugee 
Camp, about 600 km 
North of Gaborone, 
have called on the 
Prime Minister of Zim- 
babwe, Mr _ Robert 
Mugabe, and Opposi- 
tion leader, Dr Joshua 
Nkomo, to work out a 


their country’s political 
problems to enable 
over 4 000 refugees to 
retun home without 
fear of harassment. 


Talking to newsmen 


this morning, the leaders 
said it was their belief that 
violence would not bring 
about the desired unity 
and peace among the 
people of Zimbabwe. 

For them to go back 
home, they needed a firm 
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assurance from both Dr 
Nkomo and Mr Mugabe 
that they would not be 
harrassed on their return. 

They also called on the 
country to send a high 
ranking delegation to the 
refugee camp. 

While acknowledging 
the hospitality shown to 
them ty the United Na- 
tions High Commission 
for Refugees, other Inter- 
national Agencies and the 
Government of Bo- 
tswana, they still felt 
more was needed in the 
provision of fpod, and the 
provision of facilities for 
recreation and education. 

At present, they said, 
they were getting one cup 
of beans, two small tins of 
fish, a slice of bread and 
some powdered milk on a 





fortnightly basis. To 
supplement this, they 
have been provided with 


two large tracts of land to’ 


cultivate, but there is a 
shortage of water. 


The refugees, they 
said, were taking full ad- 
vantage of the education 
provided, but overcrowd- 
ing in the classes has 
forced them to bring in a 
shift system, some attend- 
ing at night, others during 
the day. 


Every day, the problem 
intensifies with the arrival 
of more refugees escaping 
the atrocities taking place 
in Matabeleiand. 


Fighting among the 
refugees has also been a 
common feature, they 
said. — Sapa. 
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WHITE MP'S TO ZANU~-HARARE.--Two Republican Front MP's wished to resign from 
the party and join the Prime Minister, Mr Robert Mugabe's Zanu (PF) Party, 

the Herald reported yesterday. Queting a "highly placed source within the 
ruling party," the newspaper said the MPs, who wished to remain anonymous, 
were waiting for guidance on how to go about joining Zanu (PF) before they 
could announce their resignation from the RF. "They want to know if they will 
be welcome," he said. If the reports are accurate, the all-White RF will be 
left with six MPs. The Zanu (PF) national organising secretary, Mr Maurice 
Yegumbo, said the MPs would be most welcome to join the party. He said 
according to the constitution, they would continue to represent the White 
electorate after joining Zanu (PF). Mr Nyaguubo said the party intended to 
put up White candidates during the next elections to represent the White elec- 
torate. The chairman of the RF, Mr Geoff Kluckow, said he was not aware of 
the move by the two MPs. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 20 Apr 
84 p 5] 
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